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DEPARTMENT OF STATE -

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: April 16, 1948

SUBJECT: PUBLICITY ON BOGOTA INTELLIGENCE REPORTS

. CIA - Resy Admiral R, H. H{llenkostier
PARTICIPANTS: o 78 - ¥r. Bomels
8i~A~ Kr. Avastrong

COPIES TO: 'V P"‘““*‘?M’l
M, Bodde

are 1~1403

Upon entering Admiral Killenkoetter's office, he said to

Mr. nl::tmnc; "Well, I hpt.;:u ors tgttpot. w't Xr™ t‘m
- this Mr. Armatrong 1led shaps you certaimly pu

the State Depertment om 1t.®  Admicel BEilockonteoe oalsPob,
thig. .

L4mirel Hillenkuetter then desoribed the circumstances of
the bearing befors the Committes headed by Congrezsman Clarence
Brown on the :preceding dny, Le paid that the statement which
he hed made befors cmcmttnmmmwmmmm
(and indiested that the Fresident had been sonsulted in the
matter) and that hs had then shoun it to Sesretary Forrestal.
He stated that idmirel Leshy and Seerstary Forrestal had told
him to go shead with the gbatement even if it involved a public
hasring. Admirel Hillenkoettser utmted that the hearing before
the Committes had Deen first in oxecutive session, but that
upon its gompletion, the Chalrman hed called in the presz and
regquired him to rexd his statsment again to the reportars.

Nr. Humelsine requested Admirel Hillenkoetter to explain
his refersncez in his testimony to the CIA report allsgedly
"osnsored® by s Nr. 0. J. Libart at flogotd. idmirel sniosttuye
Plcked up & Wemorandum, s copy of which im attached, and read it.
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The mamorsndur had been prepared, he sald, by the CIA Agent -
in Bopota and was an explenation of the A.enk's |

Thstructions t3 CIA in Washington that the message be sent on -

Hareh £3rd should noi be forwarded to the Stats Departmsnt.

Mr. Bumelsine sand Kr. Arnstron; noted that the statement did not

indicate that Ambassedor Beaulac had Iinterposed any objestlon

to the message being transmitted to the State Department and that

the CIA Agent bed accepted urqueationingly the authority of an

siminigtrative of'lcer of the Internationsl Gonferences Division

&z surficlent to block the transmission of the meszage. Mr. Arme~

atrong asiked why the Agent had not gone back to the Awbassador

and urged the sending of the informstion, if he thought it was

important. Admirsl Hillenkostter responded that the Agent had |

to Plive” with the Zmbassy and therefors could mot afford to

antagonize the psizonoel thers.

Mr. Humelsine then sald to Admiral Killenkcetter, "It is
inconceivable $0 mo that you personally could have had the ine
formation o which your man 4 $tached such fmportance and not
have zsent it to the lepartment regardless of your subowydinate ‘s
instructionas from Bogota.® Admirsl Hillenkoetter repliocd that
in hindsight ho felt hLe should have done so and that, in fuot,
when the informution was rescelved, on or about Harch 23, he had
suggested doing so, However, in a discussion of the matter wiih
his Deputy, Genoral B. K. ¥right, his Executive Officer,
Captain Ford, and Colonel talloway, the Deputy Dirsctor for
Special Oporstions, hs had been zdvised sgainst doing mo °n the
grounds that thoir man in Bogota would bs plasced in serious trouble
vis~a~vig the Amcassador and the starf.

Admirsl iHillenkoetier went cn to Indicate the genersl
charsactor af the difficulties which his ovorseaxs covert opsrations
have snoountered at various posts. He particu-
larly rsferred to a situation st

and pointed out that the
in September 1 and had not as yat tesn
able to make! orffcial report or even send official word of -
hilas arrival on duty. Mr. Hunolsine sald thet tiulz was news to

him and, 1t t.ning a serious matter, would bes investl:-ated as once.

Admirel Hillenkoetter thsn recited the history of the elfforts
CIa has made’'to obtain departmental agresment to the snlargsment
of 1ts overseas staff and sald that sincs July 1347 hs had been -~
Trylng to .ef an & ditional number of agents { -
without success. Hs stated that he had talked to #ir. Paurifoy
about it lust full and had a} first found him sympathetic to lis
Tequest «nd to the CIa's staffing problem. Aftsr a further delajy,
Mr. Pourifoy;had written him vo the effect that the sdditional

i . assiznments
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assignmeats not only would not be uranted, but that by Junuary
lst the overséas force would have to be redured to nc mors then
200 agents. He reocalled thay Mr, Peurifoy had subsequently told
him that he had sizned tnls lotter only with "rreat reluctince”.
Admirel Hillenkoetter r~ ocunted conversstions which he ngd hud
with Mre. Armour, Mr. Neal, Mr. havndal, and others on the sub ject
in which the divergence of views on the functlon of CIA in the
flsld becams apparent. Ho stated that he had alzc talked to
Becrotary Forrestal and that tho latter had talked Lo ¥r. Lovett,
It had been sgreed between them thut the Committoe surveying

CIA opsrations headed by Mr. dlles Tulles would attewmi t
Teaaolve the impusse.

Admirel Hillonkoetter sald that the CIA had bLeen unjusti-

. £iably, in his opinlon, put on the spod by lthn State Lepartment's
fallure to relesso publicly the information which had baen ziven
by Lincoln khite af & Thursday evening, April 15th, presas conferance
snd that he tbought the Department deserved whatever hest mi. ht
bow be on it, MNr. Humelsine pointsd out thﬁt the Btate Uepsrte
mant looked upon this situstion as belng the responslbllity or
the Exscutive dranch of the Government, not| of one departoons
which could disslaim responsibllity ny shifting the burden o
anothar, Hs asked the Director why he had not informed the
Department that Cls was under pressurs and [reguested its coopsra-
tion. Mr. Humolisine reocalled to the Director that he had telo-
phoned him, ot Mr, Lovetit's request, when qo first heard that
theres would be z congressional investfigation and had asked him
if gshere was anything the State Department lcould do to help.
¥r. Armstrony sald that he too had telephoned the  irector in
the sams veln &nd noted thet in nelthor cases hid the Dirsctor
indicated that the CIAA was under disturbing pressure or that
the 3tate Department could, or should, do dnything in the eire-
cumstances. . Admiral Hillonkostter referred to the fect that
the newspspers mnd radic had contirmously Indiomted that CIla
was belng held sccountabls for the salleged |Sntelllgence fallurs
at betota and rald that the Tepartment siiculd have known thut
the only sorrective would be to imaue & ststement on the
quantity and @ ality of information that had been avallsble.

Admirul Hillenkoetter then reverted 4o the difficulties
he has engountered in pettin; his program fmplemented throurh
the Stote Uspurtment and tha Forsifn Servige und sald that he
would much prefer Lo have relations with the Departwent cen-
tralised in one office and that L hie could do &1l of hls

, business
]
i
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business with Mr. Armstrong's offtice, he thought that better
results would eusue. He emphasizsed that his relations with
lir. Armstrong und the substantive side of intellirence wore
satisfactory, aod thst he hoped that the Department would take
ateps to make his yolutions center I{n ons place. WMr, Humelsine
seld that he thought this was sssanti{sl and should be carried
into effect and he would sc report te Mr. Lovett.

In closing, Admirel Hilienkoettsr stated that 1f re
with the Departuent did not improve in the nsar future

he intended to inform the President snd, 1f necessary,
he Congresa, that they could not hold him responslols for obtalne
ing the intelligense information that he 1s charged with at
presant. He stated thet he would have to bring the blocking

of his plans by the Department to publlic notice, sinece not, in
Some oames, he is able to get only €0f£ or less of the information

t?;t It“ should and would gat Lf his programx wers fully put inte
allegs,

8/8:CHHuma) sY e s DEM
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2 S on' or uvout 15 hareh 1348, & resquest was Teceived Ifrom the

stalls ol vernerul iarshsll and
the U.5. delegation he Fan Anerioln Confercnce, schuduled Lo commsnce -
on sarch 3Uthe. sxplained that he had Informatlion to the effest +

that Corzmnist pir elerents would attewnpt to exbarresas una digceredit
our fecretary of Ltate and the U.S. delagation upon &rrival in do ota,
which was eoxDected LY the police to be about ~arch Z7th. i{he purpose of
his request was Lo enabls the police to provide adequste protection and
thue avold eany incldent wiich might csuse the United itutes or thas
Colombian “overnment smbarrussment. The police lnformution was Lo the
oflfeat that tlie Seoretury would be asssulted by & hoatlle demoastration
in witleh rotten oggs and tomstoes would be hurled.

e Irmdnuly upon recelpt of thils information the UY.8.
Aubasandor was orally advised by me at his office 1la the ~nmbassy of
all the detulls. ; lie roquested that ths inforwstion be passed to the
smbasay admlalstrutive O ficer, Mr. Zdward Or uch, and to & #r, 0. Je
Libert, an officer of the Jivigion of Internation Confernces of tho
State u.part;mant, jdentified toc ms uz the advance ageant for ths U.Se
delsgatione. |

; .

5. ‘“he Adminilstrative CIfficer and ¥r., Libort wars both ade
viged of these cireumstances sand requestsd to supply my office with the
Ne8eSBALY 1mom=$on for ¢ransmiszsicn to the police, Olince there was
sowe uncertalnty 'es to the exact arrival dates of Jeneral Aurshail
and the U.d3. delsgation, these gentlomen were unadle to supply the
precise 1nromtion needod, but indicated that they would pass this
information to our office when known.

I

4, deoﬂl conferences wers hald thereafter with .r. ~idert
on the subjeot, during the couras sf wilch I sy -ated that .sueral
=ur308ll be asprised of the Zravity of the situution so that lLe =lght
advise the smbassy of his specifie plins for wrrival at tuo Conlérsncs.
kre Libert deocided that u cehle to the :tate Cepartment, no matter how
highly clusairfied, would pass through t5o0 muny hands and would, in his
opinio:n, eause alarm. He lelt that L{f It were necsssary %o commnloate
with joneral kurshall on this subject it would be better for Ulm to
direct an sirmail letser tc Jeneral Hershall widch would e scen hy.
the cecretary only. SHe orncluded thorefore chat he would like the
privilege of advtung Mr. Karshall himself If he lelt L1t necesasary
in she cl.rcumemol.

Se I::m-diab-ly thcnmcr I requested three proven v.urces,
to report at !

"- c®, 8Ny Coill - Ormit .Ohe On 23 sarch 1#3% recelived & report
| ]

that the c:u.nn had dovuod . to demonstrate aialnst i

!
|
1
|
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Secretury Xarshall snd the U.S. velogution upon thelr arrivel, soé thaet
these demonstrationg would involve possible personal molestation of ..o.
parsoualities. Sinece this infopmation coafirmed the rsport we had
sarllier reccived I felt ocbliged Lo urge upon i#r. Lisert
the necessity of §upplyin- us th faformution on the ceorstury's wrrlval .
-ven at that late dute, it was not known spnclilcally what .ienersl
«arshall's plans were and since Hr. Libert still felt that notice

to ‘leneral ivrshull might cuause undue &larm, i elected :c send a cable
to .as:ln-ton Hesmdquartsrscutliningthe situstion us stated & cve, and
indloating kr. {loert's poaition 1n the matter. ky purposs In sending
the cavle was to Ladicate that the information was In cur hands and
that we had done evsrything within our power $Oo maks the information
avellable to the ambassador and to the State “epartment 's sdvance agent
for the delegates. ¥ request that tha informution be not passed to
the State Lsenartment was made lolclz hessuse uf Ur. Livertta expressed

wishss thet any cormunliocasion of this metter to saghinzton be handled
by him. .
i
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