DRAFT PRIVATE LETTER FROM THE PREBIDENT TO GORBACHEV

{?Q,
Dear Mr,: General Sacratary:ZJaLgaclLUJ—} '

Now that we are both home and facing the task of leading our
countriea into a more congtructive relationship with each other,
I wanted to waste no time in glving you some of my initial
thoughts on our meetings. Though I will be sending shortly, in a
more formal snd official manner, a more detailed commentary on

.. our discuseions, there are some things I would like to convey
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what the other mide is doing

very parsonally and prxivately.

Pirgt, I want you to know that I found our meetings of great
value, We had agreed to speak frankly, and we did, A=z a result,
I came away from the maeting with a batter understanding of your
attitudes, I hope you also understand mine a littls hetter.
Obviously there are many things on which we disagree, and
disagree very fundamentally. But if I understood you correctly,
you too are determined to take steps to gee that our natlons
manage their relations in a pesaceful fashion. If ¢his 1s the
casa, then this iz one point on which wa are in total agreement
cw and 1t 18 after all the most fundamental one of all.

As for our substantive differencas, let me offexr some

thoughts on two of the kay ones, :
Regarding strateglc defense and ito relatidnAy% the

raduction of offensiva nuclear weapong, I was struek by your

conviction that the American program is somehow designed to 1o
gecure a gtrataglc advantage -~ aven ko permit & fiprst gtrik ,wi&‘
capabllity., T also noted your congarn that rasearchiin thiz area §

could be & cover for daveloplng and placing offensive weapons in

gpace,
) /< u/cu‘-ron"beo/-
Ag I told you, nesither of these concerns
., But I can understand, ag you expfhinad B
aelogquently, that these are matters which cannot be taken on
faith « od—senrse—thdg—ta—tzue, -and-I_do_not expect—you—to-—taka
noag-on—f£alth, Both of ug guatCQEE%“wiEh t?a—r&a%&tyhﬁﬁ
and Judge the dmplicatioen or the
sacurity of -6 o - ) do ek a,nlcu@.w ‘o *L—L Mg
ARBMANGMLL0 1 Ty L
Howevaer, tle obiaosive-pe » is that the United 8tates has

no intention te—weea lts atrategic daefanse program €0 gain any
advantaga, and thera is no developmeng, underway to craate
space~bazad offenalve weapons. Our edfwed=s is to aliminate any
paaslibility of a first strike frog elther side. This being the
casa, we should be able to find way, in practical terms, to

' the concerns you have expraessed,

i Ve

' For example, could our negotiators, when they resums work in
January, discuss frankly and gpecifically what sort of future
developments each of ug would find threatendng? Neithar of usa,
it peems, wants to sse offenaive weapona, particularly weaponsg of
mass destruction, deployed in space, 8hould we not attempt to
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daefine what sort of systems have that potential and then try to
find verifiable ways to prevent their development?

And can't our negotiators deal more frankly and openly with

the quastion of how to eliminate a firatestrike potential on bhoth
sides? Your military now has an advantage in this area == a : ,
thrae to one advantaga in warheads that ¢an destroy hardanggﬂ_aﬁzrﬁﬂwa
targets with little warning. That 1s cbvicusly/ weziimeme to us,
“and explains many of the afforts wa ar ing in our

nodarnization program. You may hgg&ggpygﬁg that the U,S, has

gome advantagas in other categoriss. If ao, let'm insist that

our negotiators face up to these issuaz and find a way to improve
the security of both countries by agraeing on appropriately

balanced reductions. If you ars as singere as I am in not

eeeking to secure or preserve one-sided advantages, ws will n-*#CRq/
avtBw & golution to these problems,bo—ebude—E6

P e =

Regarding another key issue we discussed, that of ragional
conflicte, I can assure you that the Unitaed Statea does not
beliave that the Soviat Union is the cause of all the world's
illag Ha do believe, however, that your country has exploited
and : local tenslons and conflict by militarizing them
and, indeed, intervening directly and indirectly in struggles
arising out of local causes., Whiles wa both will doubtlass
continue to aupport our friands, we muet find a way to 4o s0
without usa of armed forca. 7This is the crux of the point I
tried to make,

One of the most significant steps in lowering tension in the
world =~ and tension in U,.5.-Soviet relations ~~ would be a
decislon on your pazrt to withdraw vour forces from Afghanistan.

I gave careful attention to your comments on this isgue at
Geneva, and am encoursgad by vour ghatemant that you fasl
pelitieal reconcilimtcion is posmibla., I want you to khow that I
am prepared to cooparate Iln any reasonable way to facilltate such
a withdrawal, and that I understand that it must be done in &
manner which doves not damage Soviet gecurlty interests. During
our meetinge I mentioned one ldea whieh I thought might be
helpful and I will welcome any further puggestions you may have,

Thage are only twoe of the key issues on our current agenda,
I will goon send soma thoughts on others, I beligve that we
should art promptly ¢o build the momentum our meetings lnitlated.

In Gengva, I found our private sesailons particularly useful.
Both of us advigors and assiatants, but, you know, in the
final analysis, the responsibllity to preserve peace and ilncrease
cooperation is ours, Our people look to us for leadership, and
nobody can provide it if we don't. But we won't be very
effective leadsrs unless we can rise above the specific but

aecondary concerna that- our respectiva bureaucracies and
give cur governmentsz a gtrong push in the right dirsction.
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0, what I want to say finally is that we should make the
moat of the time bafors we meet again to £ind some specific and
gigrnificant ataps that would give meaning to our commitment to
peace and arms reduction, Why not set a goal -~ privately, just
betwean the two of us -~ to find a practical way to aclv'vfﬁﬁ

two -
~gritical—insues. I have mentiloned-by the tine we meet iﬁ/%bﬁaﬁi§11f1£;:
Washington? /\

C Oy e
Pleasge gé%g,zégarda from Nancy and ms to -Mrs. Gorbacheva,
We genuinely enjoyed maeeting you in Qaneva and are alraady

Looking forward to showing you something of our country next
year,

Sincersaly yours,
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