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Friday, August le 1945
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Today was momentdus¢ We had all_packed up and the car vas walt~\\
]
!

ing to take us o the airport where -we were headed for our vacation when

L.

word came from Colonel MeCarthy at the Departmentvthat the Japanese had
M—%

_—
T g e
P it e humww‘“

-mede, an offer to surrender. Furthermore they had announced 1t in the
e e .

clear. . That busted our holiday for the present and I raced down to .the

ofFlce, gettxnu there before half past elght, There I read the mesaagesg

¥

- Jda pan zecepbed the Potsdam list of tornms put out by The Pregident vwith

the d%de rstanding that the sald declsrauion does not comprisa anyxﬁemanm
o8 [

_. —%hbich_prejudices-the prerogatives of hisz majasty as &4 soverslpa Fulspv, iiig
iz eurious &haﬁ this was the very ﬂlﬂglg polnt that I feared,wéﬁld wElka
trouble. Vhen the Potsdam Londltlons were drawm and left my office vhero
they Orlglnated they contained = provislon which permltt@é the ﬂnntanﬂnee l
of the ﬂgnasty with eertain eandltlunso The President and Byrmes ﬂﬂruﬁk
thet out. They were not obdurate on 1t but thought they conld arrange 1t -

in _the necessary seeret negotlatmcns which would take place after any &rmlwtiCOa

There bas beenm a good deal.of uninformed agltation agaznst the Emperor iﬂ‘nhls o
country mostly by people who knuw nn more abnut Japan than h;;"been ‘given thom
“" ™. by Gilbert and Sullivants ﬂﬂlkade“ywani"I found tcﬂﬁy"that curionusly éﬁoﬁwh: -
: 1t had gobten deeply embedded in the minds of lnfluentlaT paople Rt nFé“SEﬁfE_“
- Depertment. Harry Hopking is a Strong anti«Empavor man in bplte of hia Lsuali'

good sense and s0 are Archibald MacLeish and Dean Acheuon - three vevy

R S S

extraordinery men Lo take such a position.

ks soon as I gob to the Department I called up Connolly at the Whise -

House and notifﬁed him that I wasznot going away” and would be standing by if he

wanted me, Not more than ten.minutes afteruards they called back to say that

the Presiﬁenﬁ “would lika He hscome right over,~sa I hurrwed around there and
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joined in the conferénce. oconsisbing of the President, Byrnes, Forrestal,’

Admiral Leahy, and the President’s aides. Byrnes was troubled and snxious o
to find ous whethér wa pbubd accep% thig in the'iaght of some bf-the pﬁblic

. statements by Roosevelt and Truman, Of course durlng three years of a

kA

bitter war there have 'been bltter stataments mede aboux the Emperorq Jow
they come to plagus us. Admiral he&hy took 2 goaod plain horse—sense pOSltlon

thatzgne quegtion of the Emparor wags & mlnor matber comp&red w1th delaylng a-

victory in the var Whlch was now in our hands.

' The President then asked me what my. cpinion was and I.%old ﬂim that
E-thought that even if the guiftion hadn“t“ﬁeen raised by the Japaneéé we
would have to conbinue the Emperor éérselves under ‘our commend aﬁ@ gupsrvision
;L- iu order té'get into surrender the meny seutiered armiés of the Jé;aneée who

P

would ovn no other authority snd that something like this use of the Empsror

nust be made in order, to save us from 2 seorg of bloody Iwo-Jimas and Okinavas

all over Chinz.and the New Netherlands. He vas the only source of authority

in Japan under the Japanese theory of Lhe 8t atea'. I also suggested that

somatnlng like an anmlstlce OVBr the settlement of Lhe question was 1nev1xabl&

and that it wouLd be & humane thing and the thing thet might effect ﬁhe ettlen

. ment if we stopped the bomblng durlng that time - stopped it “mmediateqyn -
Hy last suggestlon was regected on the gFound that it couldn®™t be done at once*'

b@C&UQQ we had not yet recezveﬁ in offzclal form the Japanese surremﬂer? haV1ng

nothing but the 1ntereept10n to giva it to us, and that 50 f&r as we Wale

&

'eoncerned the war was ptill going On g This of course was & correct but nerrow

i

reason, for the Japanege had broadeast their offer of surrender through every

aountry in_the=gorld. After coas;derable @igcussion we ad;ournad to awalt the-

garrival cf'the.finai_ﬁﬁgiﬂmw_ T
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Whan we ad;ourned Byrnes and I went into ﬁnether raom ta dlscusa ﬁ

tbe form of ‘the paper and I told hin the desire of Marshall to have ope

- + -~

i
of the conditions oi‘ our negotlatlons with Japsm the surrender of the {
American prigoners in their hands to some accesmble place where we conld 4

send planes to_get them, By this time the news was oub and the howling mob

1

-

was in front.of the White House, accesg o which by the public was blockadad

on Pepngylvania avenue. -

-

I érove bsck to the Be'partmént é.nd entered inte conference 1?5.%711

-

Morshall and FeCloy who hed just returned from his overseas trip vhile I
vas at the White House ' Bundy, Lovett, and Harrison .and i were togebher

and 1 J_vter called in Golonel Van Slyck who had written the intelligent
P Ty ——— S
article I had shown the President the other day on the foma of o surrender;

and algo General I‘iecker‘ling of G-2 vho has not been quite smo intelligent on
This matter as he might be, together with [ir., Robert A, Kinney, and v, Uillisn -

B. Braisted who are aoting as'- Japanese expé"rts for tﬁé"&«? pPzople. Ue started

JUU—— —

in in acco.cdunce with & raquest that Ryrnes had mad:e of ne a‘t; our La..llf

the draftlug of the whole terms of surrender ineluding £he answer %o, tha

-

" present Japanese offer. On the latter I f‘oumi for once that HeCloy was rather\ .

divergem from mg. He wag :.ntm.gued with the ‘Edea that this was the oppor- !
tunity te force _upon. Japan through ‘bhe Emperor a program of free Spaech, ete. . E{

H
»
A,

and all the elements of American f‘rse government. I regarde:i thig (&s unreal -

and sa.:.d that the thing to do was to get this “surrender thraugh as qu.ckly

as we can befare Russia, s who has begun 1nvad1ng li,f[zmr.:ltuz):':t.a9 should!ge‘t dcnm~ T

reach of the Japanese homeland. I folt it was of great 1mpori;an§e3 ©o get

the homeland :l.n'ho our handa befare-— the Russians could” put in any subatantial

Y N N T
T . T L - . e -"
- - " . . oty .‘W.ﬂr‘m s
= - ] Eap—_ - I .
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élaim‘to oceup§ and help rule it. After =ll this discussion T called
e eyt i~ . .

Byrnes on the ﬁelephone and discussed the matter with him. He told me

LS

he had drafted the answer to the JapaneSB nntlce and: that he would like-

me %o See it. So I sent over Kyle o tns Department and got ik. Whlle

-

a compromlse, it was much nearsr my‘posmtion ‘than’ McCloxgg and,after a
""—"“""n._.,.,——-=._
vhlle Hccloy agreed that it was good enough from hlS standpolnt I thought

1t wes a pretty wise and careful sbabeiment and stood 2 better chance of
ﬂjﬂ . .

being acceptad thén é nora outspokén Snac It asserted thét the aetion:of 7
vhe Emperor must be dominsted qV the Allied Gommander,u51na the s1ngul@r in
order te exclude any condomlni;m such 'as we have in Polend. He had agked
me in the morning vho was the commander that had been 4greeﬁ Bpoi among ou
forves and [ told him I thought it vas MacArihur altuough Lhere had been

quite on issue hetwesn the Army and nhe Ravy to have 8 duaJ compzand , hedvthus -

ant Rinits.

By this time it was lhwﬂhblme and I ate 2 hasby ldneh and hed +o
hurry over to the Cabinet m,eetlno at two o’cleeh '
During the mornlng Forrestal had called me up for the prrpose of

belllnu e he wvas- hegrt and soul uith me in regerd %o the proposztﬂom "

¥
& -"vamu-t-n’-

13
shutting off attack and sav1ng llfe éurlng the. time me dlscusseé thlsu He i
told me that they were planning anothev big attaek by‘Halsey'and ke was afpaid

thls would go 0. . As a ratter of fact, ot the present Hime it is under ardor

te go. on.

after & fiftgén'or Ewenty ninutes delay, which is unusuaL in Ehls 3

Admlnlsﬁrﬁtlﬂﬂg the President anﬁ Byrnes came in from B. confer@nce which had E*
- y_:‘
been golng on’in the other room and the President anncunced to the Gabinet. %'

- - . - = EES . . -
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that, we had received official motice from Japan through the intermediary, \ =

Sweden,and that Byrnes had drawn & reply to it of vhich they thought they -
could get an acceptance from Great Britain, China, and perhaps Rﬁssia.9

with all of vhom they were communicating? The ‘paper was in _tI;e ‘exact

A e
T i

- - i
form that Byrnes hed read me over the telephons and whieh I told him I J

approved .

[

e} After the Cabinet Byrnes had another tall with we and he asked me

if we in the Wer Deparﬁmem, coLJd draft the féllou~bp papers to effectuste— — -
nhetarms of the swrender. .7 told him that if hoe vanted ne to I would ‘sters

teCloy on it ot once aznd get 1t ready as soon as possible. He wes very

wi?

grateful.

- 'Uhen I gob ba.c:l: to /,h"ﬁ)epar tment I found MeCloy had bee working

on J.t cﬁl nhe time we were at Cabinet and with the =id of the draft wvhieh

hed been starbed by ﬁhe'Stuff some time'before, he had the punpers ﬁfetty

nesrly ready. He read them te me and Marshell and then undertock to parfect

- P j—

P h . a P 2 -
them and get them ready for tomorrowy morning when T will go over them agein

. end get them off to the State Department, = -

L]

This has heen a pretiy heavy day.  Leveriti came up snd massaged

T me,and hMabel and I sat cm__the poreh together ‘and tried to cadl off after

-

our afforts.

—_— Saﬁm“dé*{_g Augmst 11, 1945

By mther strenuous ef.‘forts yesterday had their consequences in a \

- sleepless night but I an ot»harmse feelmg fairly well. I want %o -get away. Eé
i

1 have been over Lhe terms of surrender papers which ware out‘fﬂ’ined yesterday

and draf'ted last night and they aré on thelr way to Byrnes. The four other
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T powers seem to have approved the Byrnes form of reply to the Jap&nese oi‘fer.
The British rather guestion the compulsion to sign put on the Ehnperor.

The Ghlnesa were very jubliliant and the Russians accepted, but stated that
. they would like to discuss the Supreme Commander. S0 thus far it 1ooks

as if thlngs were going pre‘b‘by well. I do.not see how the Japanese can . e
I.’I'O.ld out a:_gzi;insj} this united front. I am‘ planning to go away now as soon
as L can. ' ‘ -

v

Uy

A e




