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WAR DEPARTMENT .
WASHINGTON

ndidl

24 June 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

S~

Many of the solentlats who have bsen worlking on 8«1
have expressed aonsiderable concern about the fubture &ang«srz;

of the development of atomio power. Somse are fearful theat no

‘gafe asystem of international sontrol san be estnblished. They,

therafore, envisags the posslbility of en ermament rece that
may thresten civilizablon. “

One group of solentiats, working in the Chicago Labo-
ratories, wrges that we should not make use of the bomb, &o
nearly completed, against any er;en;y ocountry at this time. They
Pfasl that to do so might sacrifice our. whole moral position and
thus make 1t more diffioult for us to be the leaders im propos-
Ing or enforoiag any ay-stem of international control designed
to make this tremendous force an influsnée towards the meinte-
nsiiioe of world p'éaoe rather then an uncontrolleble weapon of ware

. This a.nonﬁnous statensnt of the Chloeago solentlists was
lub:;:itted for o.ommant to the Panel of So}ontits appeinted by the
Interim Committee. Their answer waa_'bhat they saw no aseeptable

alternative to direoct militery use since they believe that such
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use would be an cbvious means of saving Amerloan lives and
uhortoning the wWere.

it is mterosting -th'. practioally a.ll of the soleontists,
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inoluding those on tho pml. feol groat conoern for the futuro
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if stomlio pmr is not controlled ‘bhrough some oftaotive inter-
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national mohanim. Agoordingly, most of thom holiovo that one

of the ofi‘ooti:vo steps in ontablishing suoh a coatrol is _the

apzurance that, after this war is over, thore shall be a free

1nternhwga of soientific opi.nioﬁ ’mroughbuﬁ the world supplemented,
1!' ponqiblo. by osome systen of i.napeution. This they sdmit is a
problem of the fubure. fn the meantime, however, they feol that

we nust, even before scbunl uge, briefly u.dvil'alighn Rusaimns of

I

our progresds

' This matter of hotice to the Russians was made & subject

. of thorough disouaaion at thn lant meting of the Interim Comnittee

.on June Zle It was nnnnimously l.grud th-:h in view of the im-

porunoo of u.euring en effactive future gontrol, and in view of

the faot that nost of the' ltory. other thnn produstion uoreta,

wiil becoue ]mmm .'m in any .vont, there would be aon— ‘

:i.dorlblo advmtagc, 1!' » auttlh’le opporttmity arises at tho "Big

‘ﬂ:reo“ mesting, in h“i.ng the President -dviu the Rusalans uinply

' "bha_t-wo‘ sre working intensely on- this weapon and that, if we suooesd
as we think we will, we plan to ;.luo 1% tgiinat the enemy. Such &
208 nt&tount night woell be nupplmntod by the statement that in th.

"rnturo. after the war, we 'ould expact %o dhousa the metber further.
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‘weapon of terror and destruotion.

It was felt by the Committes that if the Russians should
ask for more dstalls now rather than later or if they should raiss
questions As to timetables, methods of produstion, ete., they
should be told that we are not yet ready to disouss the subjeot
boyonci the simple statement suggested above. Qur purpose is
meraly to lst them kmow that we did mot wish to proased with
actusl use without giving then prior information that We intend
to do so. Not %o give them this prior information at the time of
the "Big Three™ Conference and within s few wesks therealfter to
use the weapon «nd to meke airly complets atatements to the world
about its history snd development, might well make it impossible
aver to enlist Rusalan gooperation in the setsup of future imter-

-

national controls over this new powers

It waz agreed by the Gomittoa thlt in view of the pro=
visions of the Quebec Agreemant it would be desirsble to discuss
this whole sspeot of the queation with the Prime Minister in ad-

-

vanocs of the "Big Three® Conforencoe
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