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January 16, 1953

SUBJECT: Truman-Attlee Conversations of December 1950: Use of
Atomic Waspons

1. The position which.Secretany Acheson discussed with the
Pregident, in anticipation of the British raising the question of
the use of atomic weapons,iis attached as Tab A.

2. In the course of the Fifth Meeting of the Truman-Attlee
conversations in the Cabinet Room of the White House, Thursday,
December T, 1950, the President spoke to the subject along the lines
refiected in Tab B. | \\;J

3. As the Sixth Meeting began on December 8, 1950, Secretary —
Acheson called for Mr. Arneson to join him at the White House to advise o~
him as to wh@t should be said in the Joint Communique concerning atomic &d&\
weapons. |

L. Shortly after 12 o'clock noon the President withdrew briefly
from the megting:and went to his office to discuss with Secretary
Acheson, Seofetary Lovett,¥Secretary Snyder, Mr. Hafriman, and
Mr. Arneson the language to be incorporated in the ﬁoint Communique.
During the discussicn, Secretary Lovett recalled that the Quebec
Agreement had provided that the United States had to obtain Unit;d

Kingdoﬁ consent before using the atomic weapon. Members of the Joint

‘E§§¥/ Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy, particularly Senator Vandenberg

and Senator Hickenlooper, had bee-xﬁ ry disturbed at this provision and ‘i&j
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had urged most strongly that steps be taken to abrogate it. Negotiations
were undertaken at the end of 1947 (Mr. Lovett was then Under Secretary
of State) to supplant the Quebec Agreement with other arrangements. A
salient objective of these negotiations was to terminate the provision

concerning United Kingdom consent. The resultant Medus Vivendi of

January 7, 1948, providegd, among other things, t?at the commitment
concerning use of atomic weapons was to have no further force or effect.
As the discussion proceeded, Mr. Arneson drafted the language which was
subsequently incorporated in the final Joint Communicue of Decemker 8,
1950. The President approved the suggested language and asked Secretary
Acheson to secure British acceptance thereof.

5. Secretary Acheson discussed the matter with Sir Oliver Franks
and, with British concurrence, these two sentences were inserted as the
penultimate paragraph of the Communique. (Tab C). The United States
Minutes of the Sixth Meeting state:

iThe President then sald there were a couple more senhences
on which he and the Prime Minister had agreed and which were to

be included in the pommunique. He then read the sentences dealing

with the atomic tomb as they appear in the final conmunique. The

President saild we should find the proper place to insert them."

6. In the course of subsequent comparison of minutes of the meet-
ings, Mr., Wayne Jackson learned that the British Minutes of the Fifth
Meeting included a passage along the lines of the first statement which'
the President made on the subject. (Tab 4). The point was made at that
time that this statement should te deleted since the President had

corrected it and his correction constituted a change in the record of
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the conference l1tself. It was pointed oubt that the United States
position on this matler was as reflected in the text of the Joint
Communique. {(For Ambassador Jessup's note on this point, see 252_2).
7. In subsequent co?versations with Mr. F. w} Marten of the
British Embassy, Mr. Arneson had‘occasion to makeithe same point,
namely that the official United States position as agreed by the
President and as accepted by Prime Minister Attlee, was set forth
in the penultimate paragraph of the Joint Communique~-no more and

no lesse.

ok

S/AE:RGArneson: jd
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USE OF ‘ATOMIC BOMB
\ | o

Pragend Posibions

The President has made cloar {a) that by law coly
can aubliorisze ks use, and (b) bthat he has nod
authorizsd lég uswe -

The senuchbional ashion by the press in dealing with

hea

bha questiong and anewers &% the Presldent's press

1

conforence hag glven the lmpression dhat the
Prosident is actively considering use of the bomb
in Chinao

Priviah Poslilons

That the bord should not be used withoub congultation =
and probably withoud ngraemend = with them and pexhaps
obthevgs Probably, alzo, thoy are strongly opposad

i%s use in Ching.

Fehar Foctoruy

These are Nnown bo the Presldent. |

Racommandationg for Avlss Dlacupglionss

{a) That no gommlimont be uade restricting the actlon

of the U 8a -

(b) That our dogirg not to use bthe homb bo sivesseds

(e} That our vealizabion of the dire conssquences
for 2ll of 1tz use be sivesssd and ocur greal
gense of rosponziblliby. Wo ava, indeed,
trugtess for the future of the world in this
rospeche :

(d) Thas our desirs and expectation to wmove in step

with the Beitish be stresssd. {(Theis role in
thig matter requives thig.)

{e) Thot, 3if necessary after the preliminary dise

ensgions,; further consideration of our posiblon

ba wndertakens
' !

TOD::: CEARET
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: |

ZOR-SELORET

COFY NO. .._)_..

oF ...l_ coPIES

Excerpt from meeting between the President
and Prime Minister in the Cabinet Room of
the White House, Thursday, December 7, 1950
(This information not incorporated
in official account of meetings.)

The President said he had just talked with the

Prime Minister and that they had discussed the atomic

bomb and its use. The President reminded Mr. Atblee that

the Goverrnments of the United Kingdom and the United
States had always been partners in this matter and
that he would not consider the use of the bomb without
consulting withthe United Kingdom. The Prime Minister
asked whether this agreement should be put in writing,
and the President replied no that it would not be in

writing, that if a Han's word wasn't any good it wasn't
made any betiter by‘wyiting it dovm. The Priqe Minister

expressed his thanks.

C., Jessup
imbagsador at Large

(This is single copy o be retained by Mr. Battle in the

Secretary's office.)

S/A PCJ:eva

December 7, 1950
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Deoember 8 1950

Since Prime Minister attlee arriVed An Washington on N

‘December 4, 'six wveetings between the President and Mr, Attles-.have

been held, -Among those who participated &s .advisors to. the
President were the Secretary of State Dean Acheson, the Secretary
of' the Treasury John W, Snyder, the Secretary of Defense General
George’ C. Marshall,-the Secretary of the Interior Oscar L,

.Chapman, the Secretary of Cormerce Charles sawyer, the Chalrman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff (éneral of the Army Omar N.-Bradley, :

‘Mr, W, Averell Harriman, the Chairman of the National Security
.Resources Board W, Stuart Symington, and Ambassador- ~deslignate

Walter 8. Gifford, Mr, Attlee’s advisgors included the British-

- Ambaspador, Sir Oliver S, Franks, Fleld Marshal Sir William olim,

Chief of -the Imperial General Staff, Marshal of the ‘Royal. Adr ™

. Forde Lord Tedder, 3lr Roger Makins and Mr. R. H, Scott of the.

Poreign Office and Sir Edwin Plowden, Chief of the Economic
Planning gtafrf, i ‘ . - ) oy

AL the conclus:on of* their conferences, the Pre51dent and the

f'Prime Minister 1ssued the: follow1ng Jjoint. statement:

We have reviewed together the outstanding problems’facing our

. two countries in-international affairs, The obJjectives:of our -two -
. nations in-foreign policy are  the same: to maintain world: peace
‘and ruspect for the rights and interests of all peoples. to .

-~ promote strength and confidence among the freedom~loving :countries

of the world to .eliminate the causes of fear, want and diSoontent
and to advance the democratlc way of 1ife. i

We first reviewed the changed aspeot of world affairs arising

from the massive intervention of Chinese communists -in Korea, - We
have discussed the problems of the Far East and the .situation ‘as
it now presents 'itself in Europe. | We have. surveyed the econbmic’

problems and.the .defense programs of our respective countries,

. and particularly the existing and threatened shortages of raw-

matérials, We have consldéred the arrangements for - -the defense
of the Atlantio communtty, and our: future course in the United

‘Nations,

The unity of objectives of our two countries underlay A1l the
discu551ons. There is no difference between us as to the nature”

. of the threat whieh our countries face or the basic policies Which

mist he pursued to overcome it, We recognize, that many of. the -
problems.which we ‘have disoussed cdri only be decided through the

.procedures of the United Nations or the North Atlantic Treaty

OrganLZdtion.;

The peoplgs of the United étates and the United Kingdom will
act together with resolution and’ unlty to meet thé challénge to
peace which .recent weeks have made clear to-all, S

. The, situation in Korea 1s one of great gravity and far reach—
ing consequences.. By the end of October, the forces of the United
Nations had all but completed the mission set for them by the

-United. Nations "to repel the armed attack and to restore interna-

tipnal peace and.security Iin the area. _ A free and unified

‘Korga. -- the objective which the United Nations has, long sought --

wag well on the way to being realized, At-that pdéint Chinese .
communist forces entered -Korea in, Large numbers, and on November 27
1aunohed a.large-scale attatk on thé Inited Natlons troops.. The
Unitéd :Natjons forces have the advantage of superior-air power ands

naval. sipport; but on.the ground they are, confronted by a heavy

numerical -supertoritis, . R R
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'The United Xations forces were.gemt into Korea on the
authorlty and at the. recommendation of the Unlted Natlions. The
United Nations has nét changed “thé” i&slon which it has’ entrusted
to them and the forces of-blir” two céuntries will contjnue to dis-
charge their responsibilities. o

We were in complete agreement that there can. be no thought
of appeasement or of rewarding, Eggression, whether in the Far: East
or elsewhere. Lasting peacé and: the” future of the United Nations
as ar institument for ‘world: peace depend upon- strong support for
resistance against aggression.

- For. our part we- are ready, as we have always been, to seek an
end to ‘the hogstilities by means of negotjation. The same principles
of ifiternation&l conduct: should be applled- to thig situation-as are
applied, in ‘acdordahce: wlth our ebligations under the Charter of
the Unlted Natlons, to any threat to world peace. Every effort
must be made to achieve the pubposes of -the United Nations in Korea
by peaceful means and to find a solution of the Korean problem -on
the basis of a free and independent Korea, We are confident that
the great majority of the Unlted Nations takes the same view. If .
the Chinese on their side displa& any evidence of a pimilar atti-
“tude, we.are hopeful that the cause of peace can be upheld., If
they 6o not, then.it will be for the peoples of the world, acting -
through the United Nationg, to declde how tThe princlples of the
Charter can best be malntained. TFor. our part, we declere in ad-
vance -our firm resolve to yphold thiem. .

We, considered two questions regardjng China which are already
before the United Nations. On the questlon of the Chinese seat in
the United Nations, the two governments differ. The United Kingdom
has recognized the Central People's Government and conslders that
1ts representatives should occupy China's seat 1n the United Nations
The United States has opposed and continues to oppofe fthe geating
of the Chinese communist representatives in the United Nations. We
have discusséd our difference of view-on this point and are deter-
mined to prevent it from interfering with our united erort in
support of our common cbjectlves.

‘On the question of Formosa, we have ncted that both Chinese
clailmanta have inslgted upon the validity of the Cairo Declaration
and have expressed reluctance to- have the matter considered by the
United Natlons. We agreed that the igsues should be settled by
peaceful means and in such a way as to safeguard the inberests of

‘  the people of Formosa and the malntenance of peace and security
" in the Pacific, and that consideratlon of this question by the
_United Nations will contribute t? these ends.

. The free naticns of Asia ‘have glven strong support %o the
United Nations and have worked for world peace. Communist aggres-
sion in Korea ‘néreases. the danger td the securiiy and Independence
of- these nations.’ We reaffirm our intention to continue to help
them.

_ The pressure of communlst expansion existed in Europe and
elséwhere long befere the ;aggression against Korea, and measures
were taken to meet It. The need to strengtheh thé Torces of col-
lective gecurity had already been recognized’ and action for this .
purpose is under way.. Clearly, ‘declsilons regarding the Far Easgt
have their repercussions and effects elsewhere.. In considering thé
necessities of the Far Eastern situation, we have’ kept in mind
the urgency ofl-bullding up the strength of the whole free world.

We are’in conplete. agreement on -the néed for immediate. ‘action by
all the. North Atlantle Treaty countries to intensify their efforts .
to*build up thelr defenses and to strengthen the .Atlantle Commuhity.

TP T
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We redognize that adequatewdefense forces are esgential if -

war is to be prevented.
Accordingly,.we have reached the followling conaiusionsi

' 1. The military capabilities of the United States and the
United”Kingdom ghould be lnereased as rapildly as possibile.

2. The two countries should expand -the production of arms
which can be used by the forceg of all the free natliona that are
Joined@ together in common defense. Together with those other _
nations the United States and the United Kingdom should continue
to work out mutual arrangements by which all will contribute appro-
priately to the common defensge. - . : . :

We agreed that as soon ag the plan now nearing completion in
the North Atlantic Treaty Orgaqizatimn for an effective integrated
force for the defense of Burope' is approved, a Supreme [Commander -
should be appointed. - It ig our Jjoilnt desire fhat this ‘appointment
shall- be made sbon. - “ : .

. In addition to these decisions on increasing our military
strength, we have agreed that the maintenance of healthy civilian
‘economies ig of vital importance to the success of our defense
efforts. -We agreed that, while defense production must be given
the highest practicable priority in the case of raw materials whose
supply 1s inadequate, the essential. civilian requirements of the
free countries must be met so far as practicable. In order to
-obtain the necesszary materials and to devote them as rapidly as
possible to these priority purpocses, we have agreed to wark clogely
together for the purpose of increasing supplies of raw materials.
We have recognlzed the necessity of international action to asgsure
that basic raw materlals are distributed equitably in accordance
with defenge and essential civilian needs. We discussed certain
immediate problems of raw materials shortages and consideration of
these specific matters will continue, We are fully conscious of
the increasing necessalty of preventing materials and items of
; 8trateglc lmportance from flowing into the hands of those who might

use them against the free world. o ‘

In the circumstances which confront us throughout the *world
our nations have no other cholce but, to devote themselves with all
- vigor to the building up of our, defenge Forces. We“Sha}l do this -

purely as a defensive measure. }We-believe that the communist
‘leaders of the Sovid Union and Ching could, 1f they chose, modify
their conduct in such a way as to make these defense preparations
unnecessary. We shall do everything that we can, through whatever
channels are open to us, to impress this view upon them and to seek
‘& peaceful solubion of existing issues. .

' The President stated that 1t was his hope that world condi-
tions would never call for the use of the atemic bomb, The .
President’ told the Prime Minigter that it -was also his desire to
keep the Prime Minister at all times informed of developments -
V;yhich might bring about a change in the situation._ ' .

us that the views of our governments on basie problems are so
similar. We believe that this identity of aims will enable our
governments to carry -out their determination to work together to
strengthen the unity which has already been achleved among the
free nations and to defend those values whieh are ¢of fundamental
importance to the people we represent. : :

_In this critical period, it 1s a 'source of satisfaction to

¥ % o= o . i
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Jamuary 9, 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

In discussions with the British about the minutes
of the Truman~Attlee talks, Mr. Wayne Jackson was informed
that in the minutes of the fifth meeting which they. have
in their own files. they have included the first statement
made by the President on the subject of the a,@omic bomb. .
We argued that the 'statement should be deleted since.the .
President had corrected it and that his correction con,étituted_
a change in the record of the conference itself. fThey did
not accept this argument so far as their file copies were
concerned, but in the copy of their minutes which they are-
exchanging with us this paragraph is- deleted.

’il‘ C. Jessup

dhbasfador at Large

/
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