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1. gERFENTIRE TEXT.
2. Ambassador accompanied by political counselor mer with
President Suazo March 10 to discuss a number of developments

‘since the Ambassador’'s consultations in Washington. Ambassador

gé%!; began by congratulating Suazo on the suceessful Papal visit.

gg%‘_ Suazo said it had the perfect ending when the Pope made an

g:iON overfligﬁf of La Paz to bless the President 's hometown.

MILGP 3. smbassador drew Sauzo's atteﬁtion to President Haagan'sg
speech oﬁ Central America, &eaving him a copy of the tes=t.
Ambassador noted that Salvadorans haé decided to advance date
of their elections, an idea which Stuaze had advocated foree-

s S in meeting plth fabassador Kirkpstrick and ochers. and
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- ‘ r—§er;Dapartment's instructions (ref A) suggested that ;T

" statement by fge GOE praising this deecision cuuld fortify
the moderate Salwvadoran elemengs who were behind the
electoral process. Suazo noted Homduras had made such
statements concerning moves toward ccnstitutionality
ﬁn Guatemala and agreed that a similar statement in this
case would be useful. Ambassador said he would raise
idea with Foreign Minister Paz Barmica the next day.
4. Im discnséion of proposed Central American gcreign
Ministers' meeting, Suazo observed that Paxz Barnica
reported indicationms that Memagua would not atten#é
(ref B). We noted that we had some very recent indicatioms
that Nicaraguan attendance may after all be possible, and
therefore it was important to prepare carefully. The
us suépcrtgd Honduras' initiative to hold the regiomal

. foreign ministers meeting, but of course if the Sandinistas’
did attend they would seek to exploit the meeting in
every way Possiﬁle- One likély Sandinista tactic would
be to focus discussion as much as possible on Nicaraguan/
Honduran problems, incﬁudiné the familiar Sandinista

. atcusaticns about Pthe eontras”. The Ambassador left

with Suazo a non-paper containing the Department's

analysis of somé of the pointé on‘which special care

should be taken by the democrttic states at thé meetlng
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T 5. The Ambassador commented that Guatemala's positic_xj

on attending the conference still seemed loss than
totally elear; if Managua aceepted but Guatemala did

not that could present an embasassing situation. Suazo
agreed and said he waw the need to procee& fairiy
‘quiekly to hold a meéting of rthe foreign ministers of

E1l Salwvador, Honduras, Costa Rica and Cuatemala in order
to reach elear agreement on the position which the four
would bring to the meetdng. Suazo sald he was unecertain
how to be sure one had reached Rios M:mtt’s. ear; :
certainly, Castillo's influence has beem gquestionabla.

6. Fimally, the Ambassadcr noted that a mzjor part of
President Reagan's new package for Central America was te

. 1ncreasa
8 military training assistance for EI Salvador.

Washington had asked us to explare with President Suzzo

and Gemeral Alvarez their views on the possz.bz_liw of
con&uctlng some of the training for Salvadoran troops

in Honduras. - The Ambassador noted he had mentionad the

idea. to Alvarez tl;zat morning. There would obviously "

be political ecosts invcxh;ed for Honduras, especially
critiéis‘;m by. the left, but there appeared to be greater
benefit in terms of hepping the GOES defend iteelf, m which -

was desired by
FEETRREE IR

K all three of our couniries. Suazo

listened carefully, acknowledging the desirability of
{_helping the Salvadoran Army. He did observe that _J
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. : - the Hational Congress might have to bhecome involved _l

beczuse, acccrdlno to the  REEFEE Ccmstltutlen it zzas

. the power to authorize the "transit" of fore:tgn trceas
through Honduras. Suazo said he would disecuss the
subject with Alvarez and perhaps it would be raised at
a National Secﬁi‘ity Council HBEERHE meeting ;I:hat weekeand.
The Ambassador sald that if the President and General
Alvarez wished, we could send here a team of military .
experts who conld discﬁss 'in more detail exactly what
would be emtailed by our proposal.
7. Suazo closed the meeting by noting hls concern with

i
the latest romd of muccessml border dalineatlon talks

T
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. Suazo claimed that Chavez

with E1 Salvadox

Mena ﬁad virtnally acknowledged to the Hoddurans that

he did not want to do anything in the border talks which /

- -might jeopardize his Presx_dential aspiratiens, | Swaze
offerad h:.s personal view that Napoleon g}%zé was
preferable as Chr:.stian Democratic candidats a:nd President.
Burate had a clearly defined position, ~moral standing,
and an excellent relationship with ¥enezuelan and other
Christian Democratic leaders around the Wn?rld Sauzo
expressed fesar that D'Aubisson and ’have&%might
conspire to include provision in Comstitution which

_ precludes: Duaate from running.
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" ] : [ 8. Im respcﬁse to Swazo's appeal for US assistanee _} :
in urging the Salvadorans to move the border talks .- !
forward, the Az%zbassador re:sponded that he personally
did not believe the provisionai govemment— in San
Salvadgr'would be capable &f taking the raguired
decisions. In aumy evént, it was difficult for a third
cctmtr;*;r such as ourselves exert much influence since

" any pressure om our part could' provoke a negative GOES
reaction énd be construed as taking sides in matter.

©,Suazo responded that he was not w}ery impressed by
argumeni: that Salvadox go-vernment could not take decisive
gsteps on border talks beeause 1t is weak, ;_ransitional
gcvemment. Suazo recalled that he was President of |

Comstitutional
the EXNEXIZRIHEY Assembly in 198{} when Peace Treaty

¥AX with El Salvador was signed. Honduras government j
- | ’ was a tramsitional one at the tlme, ‘¥et Suszo was :
peréenally_willing to take a risk for peace then.
He felt that GOES should be willing to do =0 now. He: /

urged us to do what we could to bring GOES te discuss
these matters seriously, while acknowledging that we ,

;could not put ourselves in pesition of takizig sides. |
. !
I

9 EOMMENT: We nmust await Suazo /Alvarez reactlon on
trainﬁlc of E1 Salvador Xroops. SRy théj? agree in

principle,. I believe suitable next step would be for
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USCINCS0 to semd small team of experts to Tegucigalpa
to discuss nature and extent of training contemplated

in greater detail with Alvarez,

" 10. Both Alvamez and Suazo want to help save EF1l Salvaésr,

at same time, residual hlstorlcal fears surface easily.
Suazo is upset aboatr 1ack of progress in border
dellneatlcnfdemarcatlon Alvarez is worried that after

communists defeated in El Sa¥vador historic rivalrias

. may once again come to the fore. Therefore, he worries

about Honduran/Salvador balance of forces. Alsa, he
says any training of El1 Salvador forces must be away

from common berder so they don’t learn tao much abemt

-what 1s on Honduran side. Alvarez said he thought

department of Olancho would be a switable site.

10. Department please fepéat DGD; JCS and USCINCSO.
Alsc‘réq&eSt Bepartmeﬁt’s aathority tc.send direct
messages on . subgect of possibla training of E1 Salvadc*

forces in Honduras to military addressees.
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