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1.
2.. SUMMARY: GCeneral Alvarez appears to be taking Tegucigalpa

blackout in his siride. Based on recent conversations with
General Veséey and Mr. Carluceci, he wishes to go ahead with
A-37 pufchase. He would welcome C-123's if they are a grant.
He is éager for F-5E training even if delivery of planes

cannot be provided at this time. GOH plans major pub:j.ic

affairs campaign against terrorism.é“

] Exp-sumary.
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[3. 1In July 6 conversation with Ambassador, Honduran é;gc -
General Gustavo Alvarez appeared pleased with July 1-2
meetings in Washington. Based on talks with Mr. Carlucci
and Genera; Vessey, he understands need to go ahead with
purchase of six A-37's at this timé. He understands that
even though GOE almost broke, they should not pass up
opportunity for A-37's after having made sﬁch a hullébaloo

- about the matter in the %irst place. He also hopes we can
eventually make availaﬁle six more A-37's. Ambassador
asked if Alvaﬁez would be interested in the four C-123's
if they could be made available on a grant basis. Alvarez
said yes. Ambassader made no promises exéept to try and
see what we could come up with. Alvarez espressed strong
interest in gﬁ& grant training for E~5E‘pilets even 1f
delivery couldn't be promised at this time.

4, On ¥egucigalpa blackout, Alyarez geemed to be taking
matter in stride. He was not particularly surprised,
though he characterized imcident as major communist
escalation. He and President plén a public TV/radio
appearance Friday, July 9 to denounce these acts of
sabotage against Honduran people. Alvarez also showed

_JAmbassador list of twenty public organizations {(unions,
commercial associations, ete.) who wounld be asked to join
in anti~terrorist information blitz.

Li. Asked if terrorist caused blackout would céuse» _J
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rng military to withdraw from contested pockets (bolségﬂ -

on El Salvador border, Alvarez iﬂterestingly replied thét ‘
he had already ordered ﬁain unitz to withdraw from Rie
Negre to borders of bolson before incident: but that
patrols iﬁto bolson would continune. (Comment: This may
represent a bit of a back-pedalling of GOH military
positien. DATT prlans to report further on this.)

- 6., Conversation stumbled into question of civilian/
military relations within GOH; Alvarez commented that some
civilian qguarters are accusing.hiﬁ of planning a cbup
together with various private.secior leaders, notably

§7§§§§2§mg§cusse%éggggéﬁig?g eg%gg'cgggégvative Univérsity
Pector. Alvarez commented that nothing conld he fatther
from the truth (and - I belisve him). Honduran military
want nothing more than success of constitutional GOH
and thev realize disturbing cogstitutional order would .
be foolhardy. GOHhad been working with some civilian
groups as part of ccmmon effort with Doctor Suazo to
bolster democratic forces within various Honduran institu-
tions. He was thrilled with outcome of recent university
elections as a major defeat for the laft. (Outgeing and

defeated Rector, Juan Almendares, was local representa-

tive of World Peace Counciljexdxwifedwxoonsideredobode:
et
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Ambasgsador used occasion of those remarks to convey to

‘Alvarez draft text of our suggested CADC declaratien
.which we had given to President and Foreign Minister day
before. Alvarez liked the draft and, at Ambassador's

suggestion, promised to call the President about it.
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