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| The Fich=ann trial, sul generis in the affairs of luman kind, fresents & near

baffling problea to the snalyot, even thouch he nay set aside the profounder qued-
tioas of hu-an behavior as beloaging properly to the reala of ethics. Tho more
ssseying of the manner {n which tha trial has been handled and rozeived, in an
atteapt to gain a glinnse into the payche of the spiritual kinszen of Shadrach,
Nashach, and Abed-nego, peraapd approaches confrontation ¥ith the facs of tha in—-
scrutable. Restricted o3 the frazc of this study oay bo at an inter—sdiate phaso

of the trial following the prosecutdon's resting of its case, 00 inchoate conacioue—
ness of one of the mysteries of huasn history has accoapanied its proparation.

I. The Esotional Background

Dospite the conviction expressod in many quarters, doth Israell and other, that
the trial would pall ona the public after the first few woeks, a broad and intenso
Israell interest has in fact been maintained. This interest would be difficult to
explain oa the basis of events or revelations in the trial, or in fact, in so far

as Echasay observations are concernod, oa any basis except that of a long-fruatrated
ad naked desire for vengeance, DO3gET an the retributive valus of the panishacat of
ons man DAy appear. A proaineat Isracli of excepticnally moderate teaporadent o
decries, at least in private, the decision to bring Elchzann to Judgnent responded,
shen pressed for basic motivations of the trial, wdth a story about a group of
wderground Jews who during «world Var IZ discussed how they would 1l Hitler.

Tpey wuld chain hin beside a boab, they agreed, and lead 8 fuse to the site aloag
lundreds of miles of radlroad track. They would 1ight tho fuse and allow it to
creep forvard, but a second before the fuse nade contact they would cut 1%, There-
after, they would lay another fuse, light it, end start all over again.

In so far as tho scope of the trial was the result of plaming by Ben-Ourion i
and tbe Catdnet, there appears to be reason to assune that the decision vas based )
on an acute awareness of the sbove-described ecotional factor and of the political !
trap yawaing for any leader w0 would suggzeat no trial or a oodest one, In addition ,
to basic Governzent decialens, however, the trial appears to have growa to groater
portions then oay have been originally envisaged, as the rosult of pressured

caaing froa nuasrous quirters, political parties and other organizations, all of
voa deaanded & volco and rezesentation. ‘.
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Although the emtional attitudes of significant eleaents of the population, .-
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‘pri:.:rllr thoae Who were peraonally or through cloos kinyn=n the victims of astrocity,
{appear to hve provided the rmss weight behind the basic conduct of the trial, this,
dacs mot nean that virtually evezryone in the country concurs in tho sdsdom of it.
In talldng to fv-elgaers, fow Iaraelis will adzit to reservations aboul the trial.
Howover, at least one contact, a person well knowa to and respected 'y the Exbazsay,
ascribad this nmerely to the fact that "wo are stuck wdth it sad have to put the
bes: possitle facs oa jt.% It is the Enmbassy's imression that 2any Israclis are

doing eecisely this.

o gy,

II. The Didactic Intent

Andety over the final outcozas of the intended edncation2l aspects of the
trial appesrs to b one of the latent coacerns of rany Israelis. It i3 caxzonly
accepted 23 8 fact that young Igraelds bora in :his country nave recoiled at the

3 thousands of Jews, at times cutnusbering Gerzan ozcupatioa force3d,
roceeding do=ilely to death ard destructioa. This picture of dozxiiity, it =¥ bo
tirled, ex=rged orervhelmingly despite the fact that the prosecution strove to pre—
a¢ns every a7ailable Wt of evidece tending to prove pass or individual reasistance
bty Jews. The Jossoa that the youth may draw froo the plcture, scae Israelis appear

to think, may no% necessarily be calculable or in the nationsl intcrest. Che Bo-

bassy source re=arked that the trial reflects the personality of a ghetto Jox 1like

Ban-Gurion but not the personality of the Israeli~born. The source, father of &
high schodl atudeat, added that Israeli children dislike to study Jexdsh history

! bocause it preseats nothing but the account of one psrsecution after another. He

seeed to doubt that the Eichmann trial 1s dissipating this aversion.

The broadsr educational ain of shoxdng the world the dangers of anti-Sexitisa
{s also the source of socme concern. That the world press has coatimued to give
eat treataant to the trisl is ascribed by soxus Israslis to be due, at best,
to a scoso of duty. Although many Israelis revel in pablicity patr 38 for their
others recognire st the Elchannn trial may not be good publicity. They
ray bo as difficult to induce Geran youth, for exsaple, to accept
poral responsibdlity for the acts of the Hazis as it is to convince the youth of
Israel that the Jews of the period hed done all that was possible to save theo-
selves. Again, these Israslis appoar to foar that the final outcone of the educa-
tional attempt zay be incalculable or lsave an impression that not only the moral
structure of the rost of the world but of Jewry as well vas at fault.

TIX. Exculpatioa of Jewish leaders N

Evidence at the trial presented a plcture of Jexdsh lesders in Palestine who
did xll they could to save Zuropean Jexry, but were thwarted by the indifference, )
or worse, of big powers. Primary blame has been laid on the British Government. ;
1t is doubtful that there are any Israelis, even those not sympathsetic to tho :
trial, who do not belicve that tie British were guilty of at least passive com-
plicity sdth the Mazis. Soxe Israslis sdght add that "politico ave politica® and
excuse Britain on tho ground that its policies did not call for action on behalfl
of the Jewa. There oAy also be a latent but unaxpressed acknoxledceaent that the
Jesd sh leaders of Palestine chose to meet British idddle Zast policies head on ty
‘their insistence on a Zioniat solutioa for the problea of Zurop2an Jewry. Bstween |
the "final solutioa” of the Nazis and the Zionist solution lay ocasibilitices l
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perhapa not Ny explored by cither the British or the Palestine Jews,

Although the Jesdsh leaders of Palestine have coas out of the trial thus far
vdth their repatations intact, vident that the ghost of serious sus-
pleion W) probably never be 1aid. For exaaple, the following paragraph appeared
in the JERUSALIM POST, English-language dsily, of June 18:

The rest ol the world may, perhaps, find excuses and soxe apologia
for their (the big powers) Mlack of action,® if we are not to call it
§ndifference. But wvhat excuses can W2, the Jewxs of what was then called
the Yishmuv, fird for curselves? It 1s true we denonstrated. It is true
thet we protested, that we wrotc aesoranda, that our papars ted in-
dignant editorials. But if Hershl Grynszpad coald have shot vol Rath in
Paris in a desrerate attezot to bring the attention of the world to the
Gercen atrocities; if the pcople of Aosterdaz could have c2lled a general
atrixs and risked the bloody wrath of the Geraans, in solidarity with
their Jexdsh countryaen; if the Norweglans and Danes could have risked
1their oxn lives and those of the pcople they held dear, to snatch thelr
Jewdsh cozpatriots away froz the Nazis' clutches—then surely we of the
Y5 shyv should have given zore effective expression to our solidarity
sdth our own brethren ard to our horror and frustration at the world's

indifference to their fats than wWe did.

tly after the prosecution completed its

irinations w1l continue as they have

The above pas3age, which appeared shor
¢ the role of the lcaders of

preseatation, suzgests that dcubts and recr
in the celotrated Kastner case over the question ©
Hungarian Jexry in their dealings with Nazis.

IV. The Inage of Israol

s=id the tangle of gnawing doubts and self-exculpation one fact eaerges clear—

the najor burden of the trial has been that Israel alone 41 the haven of Jawd.- A-
though it was adzitted that Jexs in w o treated benevolently, &
de that in the face of eritical danger it was the mors wary tast

Jevs who had the stamdna to pub up reaistance, when possible. The western
ersal of their status, were plctured as

Jevs, shocked at the sudden rev
A Jewish correspondent

Buropean
being too bodldared to act at all in their own defenae. A _YEZ0
discussion of ihe above sutjent

of a large Azerican ng_ws;:aper“co:.:ented during &
that Ben-Curioa, in & pre-trial interviow, stated his belief that Mit vill happen”
oTso fntne Talted States. S

ure of lsrael as a uniqad

ot on Isrsells and other Jews of the pict
one that c4n be roadily

£ ubiquitous enti-Secitisz i not
to determine, for exanple, what effoct it may hove on
to Iaracl. Likewise, there is no way to assess how
ard international cooperation a3 against
interecsts of the aatien are involved.

The impa
safe haven in 8 ses ©
aessessed. There is no way
ecigration froa or izmigration
gt vdll affect tho moods of the country tow
weoling it alone® when it 1is folt that vital

v. Copclusio

1
; The Enhassy belleves that the forcgoing, if not a auccaasfully balanced | .
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R : lprcscxtatioa beocause of the difficulty of sssessing react
’ : | balance the picture in the direction of latent realities.

! truer balance, Israsli reactions may be said perhaps to pT
[ plcture in that soae wwareness soms tr, exist that the problems

Echzann may not be speciic robl
i queations of humanity and hisiucy.
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