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CONfrDENTIAL/EXDiS 

BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH - ANALYS1S - NOVE:MBER 21, 1983 

1 . GUATEY~LA: DE~TH SQUADS RESUHE ACTIViTY 

The personal security situation in Guatemala is slowly bu t , .. --··-~< 
steadily deteriorating. Although former pres ident Rios Montt > ~--- · · '­
never was able to gain f ull con t rol of the military, his effortsF ~ P !·t ! ~ 
to end hu~:~an rights abuses by the security forces were 3 3 !:, ., ! ' 
surpri singly s uccessful. Unfor::unately , Rios Montt's interes t i'!l ~ ' : . ~ 
ending unauthorized violence is no t s hared by the current chief ~~ ' • 
state, Gene ral Mejia, and thi s i s well known by the securi t y _J ;: 
force s a ncl righ t-wing parami litary groups. Only last week three •. . ~., 
USAID Guatemalan contractors were murdered , poss ibl y as an examp "'" '' 
to the US not to meddle in human ri gh ts issues . The week befor e , :z~···l~ . " . s; a pr iest was murdered in the first such i ncident since the reg1m ~v.~; 
of Lucas Garcia . - 'ii<;; 
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Last week ' s murde r of three Guatecalan AID wor kers following ~E; 
the visit of a high- level US delegation illustrates t he diffi~~l~l 
of attempts by foreigners to influence Guate~alan hucan- rigtts ~~ 
practices. The Guatemalans invar iably react xenophobically t~ a~a 
suggestion--no ~at ter how private and delicate--that their ¢. 
treatment of perce ived enemies of the regime shoulc be moderated.0 

i ':'he progress Guatemala made in reducing ar bitrary violence ""t inq- -
1 

Rios ~lonte ' s. tenure was the ~esul~ of a do~es t ic , not a for,i gn, ,;; 
government.'s efforts and interest . ~~ ~ <il 

The recen t murder of a catholic priest--and Mejia's public ~ 
g. 

~ condemnation of the Church's ·involveme nt in subvers ive 
activi t i es--bodes ill for the future. Although thirteen pri~st~ 
wer e killed while Gen. Lucas Garcia was in power, none were kil led ' 5 

during t he seventeen-month Rios ~ontt government. The Guat~m~lan \ 
Church' s response will be much stronger than before, however. Its 
leadership is young and aggressive and received a great boost trom 
the Pope's courageous preaching during his visi t earlier thi~ ~~ar .. '~ 

Although the progress made under the Rios Montt governm~r: 
illust rates that the chief of state does e xerci se a certain decree 
of power, the army's ult ima~e ouster of Rios clearly indicate! the 
limits of that authority . Even under Rios disappearances 
continued. Indeed , the Acting Apostolic ~dminist rator--in Q 

crypt ic comment prior to leaving for Rome recently--cl aimed ttet 
some five hundred catechis ts have disappeared, wh i ch no doubt 
inc luded a number under Rios. 

Gen. Me jia is rnore concerned with staying in off i;te than i n 
creating contro versy by exercising au t hor 1 ty over the security 
forces to end human-rights abu ses. It is thus likely· tha t various 

·members of the security force s or private dea th squad·s--probably 
acting largely independently--will feel fe w constrain~s about 
taking whatever measures t hey deem use!ul agains t per~eived 
s ubversive threats. ·· 
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