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) " Frégdom of Tnformatmn Act [Those amendments, in-
| tended to make ibseasior.

i:, 6 amendmenbs to’ thé

. “foi cmzens antd the press to
leatn what 15 going nn*w; hih governm%nft could have
played- an ‘important role in'biinging "about et prbm.

ised. opénnéss. ‘Congress was' Willing;. the- amendments:

Passed Both Hoiises by substanijal margins. But Mr, Ford

those instéad 4o accept the counsel of the buféaucracy .

"that these changes in ‘the laW somehorw menaced the,

¢ opetation of government .

The. section that catsed- the Premdent to bnng dOWIl

. the weight of his veto- power ‘provides that docurients:
bhat are stampéd “secret” must be proved -to contain’ -

valid secrets if -a citizen or & orter seeks to 1nspect

tHemt. Any. orderly mechamsm W _sf“ prowded for - geeing .
thzs purpose throngh. The. leglslahon reqmged that,’

when a dlspute -arose over sueh ‘% document, federal
distriet .court, judge would mSpeet fhe document in pri-

. vate and determme whethér-it was. m the _public mterest

_foxthe decumen‘izto be releaSed

e
N e e 5 " _lx‘ - ey

- would ‘no longer have ’been afble*’

- not have bderi-withheld, thie ofﬂe1al nnght be. requed’

efe -other'; provismns of: i;]ie act, all of fhem
- of paramount lmpcﬁtance m the ‘effort o make’ ’ohe gov- .

" unless they could: Justlfy domg §6-,on HIES
current invegtigation or a defendani;’g rights, would
- .comprofmised. And, perhaps most meortant“pf all fioin
- the hureauéral’s vantagepoint, if an: ‘official withhéld b
doeument and th¢ coit decided the doeument should:.

by the Civil Servme qumlsSmh to glvp wan accaunt of ;
hrs achons ’ . RERTEN CY

All Uf\these prowsufhs Were in the splrlt of the kind
Jof relationship ﬁetween government and .the, ‘public that -
M. Ford Assured the Congress he wanted ‘when_he made
- Hig first appearance before i Joinit. sesmon only days after
' taking -office. Now he has vetoed a ‘piece’ of. Ieg‘lslatmn )
that SOught t6 overhaul a well-intenitioned-law that.has .
languished. inefféctively for nearly | decade Ini so doing; .’
the Presiden{ has put it up to both. houses of Congress to
-muster the voted o make the Freedom Gf Information kN
Act a more effective servant of the public’s nght to know S
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UST BEFORE the electxon recess, Pregident Ford that hardly ment elﬁher theﬁlabel or the:attentmn ey .
-qidF:useéd his power of veto and sent back to the Congress ~ were given by IRS. As we have had occasion fo say'in
.';e;éfplece of véry important legislation, the 1974 amend- | the past, the fax Ialvs wvere not infended to he used for
i ”iﬁ‘ents to thé Freedom of Information Act. ‘Those amend- pohtlcal harassment. ‘The mterestmg point about these-,
gnents were: 1mportant ‘because they strengthened a law latest -digclpsures is- that they were made poss.lble by i
. avthat wagding In 'prmclple and purpese but poor in prac- : . the ultilization of the Freedom of Information’ Aet.”
X ﬁ’caLs rterms The Freedom of Information. Act had been \ .. In the same vein; the Justice Department released a -
"*'efnae’ted in. 1966 iin thé hope of making it poSsﬂole for - - report earlier this weelk'on the operations bf the. counter
R fh‘e pless and the -public to obtain doecuments Trom lntelhgence opera’nons of the FBIL: Much of this informa-
-gwithin government.to whicl they are entitled. Because tion apout the use of dirty tiicks agalnst'the far left and ;
of‘oumﬁersome provisions of the act, however, obtaining the far right had been revealegl earlier this year, again
{ Sltch mfomna’hon proved very diffieult. . . because of action ta.ken under’ the Freedom of Informa-

{:
fe ﬂ»ThJS year,. after long hearings, much haggling be-
nﬁ’Veen Houee and Senate and two resounding votes; a .
senes of amendments as ready for. premdentral 51gna .

" tion Act. Attorney General William Saxbe felt com elled,
_ on the asis of what ﬁhe Justice Djepartment: ha been.
. forced o release, abouut theprogram; to order a study &
of what ‘the FBI had done. Mr. ‘Saxhe folind aspects of
----- - the program “abhotrent., But: FBI director Olarence M.
KelIey actualfy defendg.d the praotlces of Hig predeces— {
. sor; J. Bdgar ‘Hoover. ‘This’is 'a gf)od example of. how
1mportant it is that. this vcountry have a strong Freedom-
of: Inférmation law -that will make it .possible for ‘the ;
. public ¢ Iéatn of Such act1v1t1es-and such attitudes on |
“the part of ‘officials in sensitive and. powerful ]obs—and f
to leain. - of them ag qulckly as, rposs1b1e o .
The I‘reedom of Informatlon Aot is not’a law. to nrak .
the, task of Journahsts easrer or ,the profits of new -
organizations greater, It i, in-other Words, not speorzrl‘ﬁ
ice then, a number of ]0111‘115111515 ind eitizens’ interest legislation in- the sense that the terih is ordi-
S have criticized that ‘action by the President and . | _narily us%d It is spemal mte;;est leglslainon in that it 1sl
trged Congress to: override thé-veto, Today in the House s * intended o assist tlie’ very special intorest of the Amerr- i1
wal] mOI‘IOW:_ in"the. Senate, those votes aré schéduled ) | oy people’ in 'bemg better, informed abouf the processes.. |.
’WF‘ would uige a‘strong -vote in suppoft  ang'y ae’elees of théir/govertiment. This {3 a poirt Brest-*]-
legislatioh; garticularly’ th light of two recent: .geng L*ord‘s advisers mlsseQMaély at the time of the vetd: - |
Togtives mad 'PIOSSIble b.'f ~the;: Freedom of Infm'm"l' .« .One of theny is alleged fochuve sald that'if the Presifent:. |
! L AR E A vetoed the il “who gtves a damn bemdes ‘The Wash-": :
{ ”,Ralph Nadeitstpported” ~gr9up on tax re- * ’. mgtom Pos’t and the. New York Tlmes‘?“ The {ruth bf -
-':foﬂm turned up. the ﬁact the leon White! House insti-’ ﬁhe maﬁel ]S that th1s legls]atmn gdee to the heartt of
" g Eéd Internal Revenue Servxoe mveshgat;ons of soclal . what a free society is, aboult. When agenmos of govern-.
; g:%:gdn groups ou the Ieftiand in the black-community. * +.ment such as the FBE. arg « IRS oan engage in the kind -
absurdity. of the. exermse is ilfustrated by the fact - of aetwity just revealed it 18- serious business. That’s
“f th,at the Urﬁan League was -among the -targets, Tumped | why wel should “all gwe a damn—-—espemally those Who
. in ,'s---,f‘radmal" along with several socml O, jmzatlons .. are to cast their votes today and, tomorrow s |

R And ifhe Rzghi to Pi wacy | l

MORE THAN' QNE basm questlon of federal informa- - 1nc1ud1ng a neal “total exemptmn for the CIA and Semet _
tion policy will be before Copgress this week as ,Serwoe This approaeh seems unwise becq.use exemptmgf'
' the Sena{ie and -Housé take up S 3418 and HR. 16373.  ageneies-rather than types of records is likely to en-
" Mhiese are the so-cailed “privacy bills” which would set ‘gourage 3 morg’ requeSts for speeial treatment: .

‘;ules fo govern the ‘'multitnde of federal files on indi- .. One partxcular area of dispute, espemally in the I—Iouse

* yiduals and give citizens far more, control over what  is whether individuals should be-allowed to review infor-

::mformahon about them is collected by the government mation ‘given in confidence in connection with federal,

- A chow that personal data is.used. employment promoﬁon and secunty 1nves’c1gat10ns The
Whlle S§..3418 43 by far the broader lnll hoth measures cha]lenge here is to.strike a. balence- between two, com-,
1d. mJeot a new gensitivity to individual rights. 1nto © peting Interegts: the individual’s right to.. assurance-‘of
iofthe. ‘yeeord-keeping practices of the- entire- fedf}ral " fair tredtment, iand the- governmen*t’s neect to ¢biain can-

estabhshment As with any legislation of such encrmous . - did assessments of a'peTson’s Quahfrcations for A position
seobwthere are’ substantial Qisagreements on some sig-  “of frust. Fuil fndividual aceeds to confidentjal repoits
ﬁrﬁcant Polnts Those disputes should not, however, be  ‘could create fmany difficiilties. On the other hand, an

. alqued ‘to. obscure - the important and encouraging fact” amendment to he proposed by’ Rep John, Erlenbom (R~
! tha’s after: -years of work, an impressive array of legis- . IIL) would go too far by exempting from digclosure all

Ia’cors “administrators and citizen experts have reached ' information gained in confidence. Experionce ‘with. the
ggner 1 -aceord “on several Ibasm prmclples to g'oveln Fair Credit Reporting Act; which allows citizens to learn
i‘é?;leral data banks. the gist of the information but not-the, source, suggests

Mhaca.fain infarmabion- nrom‘rmo mnn‘rnm'nmﬂ in ‘hm‘h " thata middla gentimd fan he faanid

,,requested document They removed some restnctlonsq
4y Of the,kmds of miormatlon that could be obtained; and
P the}t 1aced—sanotrons o bureaucrats who tried to keep

nn%o;matlon secret. that should be released in the public
erest, Ir light-of President Ford’s previous statements
. ML su,pport of openness in government, it,was assumed
;. thi che Premdent would welcome this leg:islatlon and
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“This week Congress will vote to sus
tain or to overmde President Ford’s

veto ‘of the Freedom of Information -

Congress am:l the F freedom of Informatwn Act B

ment classifmatwn as long as there is

"a “reasonable hasis” to support it.

Act-amendments, and in -so doing will .

put itself on record either as endorsing
opennegs in -government or as sanec-
tioning bureaucratic cover-up,

The Freqdom of Infomnatmn Act,
amendments; whicﬁ “passed: both

_Houses of Congress with only two dis-
senting votes,.provide a fair and. work-
“able mrechanism for releasing ‘governs
sient’information” to the-publié. The -

amenidments” were ‘deemed fecessary

to clarify congressional intent- that -

goverpment. withholdmg be.the exgep-

tion, nof the Tule, ‘and 1o plug‘ fip ﬁome .

of the aet’s procedural loopholes.

~-tlal carte blatich

The effect of the President’s’ pro-
posed alteration would be to uphold all
government classification except the
most blatantly frivolous. The executive
branch would continue to. have a_ vir--

- iion fram the public underthé guise of

_coneerns the-provision exémptmw il

“national secumty,” and the pubhe
would remain in.thedark. .
’I‘he Président’s second ob]eetmn

| vestigatory revords compiled for law'’ .

.enforcament purposes. While. thq‘*lgb"s
Freedom:of Information Act allows a .

Planket exemption for any filed falling: -
+int¢ this category, the new aiménd- |

‘In his véto -mesdige of Octiober. 17, -

President-Ford-raised: three- ub;}ecpons o
- the  exemption,' The ratlonale behmdz

to. fhe..amendments, When a govern-
ment agency claims information ig/ex-

empt ‘gnd " the claini: is- ¢hallenged, |

coltets ave ‘given authority to examine

meénts require that the goveinment .,
specify some harm in ordey fo-claim. .

the harm requirément ligs In. [ inafly
volymes of learings wheré public ‘wit- -

- nesses detailed the types of requeésts -

the.disputed documents. In guch’ a pro-

ceechng: the -government- fias the-bur-
den .of: proving that the.information.

falls; unider _a’ Iegmmate exemption.

XPremdent Ford objects to placing” the
S hurdensgf proof ‘o the governfnent B

{ngsixz_g Svinstead -~ that” the -eourt

ould be-required to uphold.a goyein- .

derifed urrder this exemption, Inelided
were such rontine “law enforcement”
actiwties as. meat mspectlon,\reports,
orts .conceriing safety ‘inifdetories -
der the“ ‘Ocenpational I—Iealth: and- |
Safety Acty? conrespondence betw¢en

the /National -Highway ‘J;rafﬁc gdfety .

.Admimstration and automobi

s

e to withhgld;infexma- ~

“ident

‘ ’manu- b

l#i H ' . - . RS - # i :: __i
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facturers concermng automoblle safety 7
defects, reports on gafety and medical:

« care in nursing homes receiving medi-

care funds, and many others, . . +

President Ford’s final objection {o
tHe leglstation concerns the time limits,
for government response io requests
uniter the act. AlL ough, the ve;oed bhill;
cﬁnta.ms a provis oR”-Edr. extensmns,

. awhich " allows up -to .twd, chlendar,

. months for agency. reples, the Prem-

Iabielgd .* fhesé . < time . limits'
»Sunraalistic. "Fhe lack: of fime limits
in. the present Freedom o Matlon
*Act ljlas led, govergment ag MI\,‘ <

withhold"- information - through ’ the ,

. prodésy ol repeaﬁeﬂ delays,-offed o
- year.or irore, Sinee-the: act Is routinely

~ uged by’ newﬁpaper re;porters and pub-
lic. mterest groups concemed with
“timely issyes, delay’ can easily améunt
to -Sffective denial S

*The publié needs & fair Fréedom of

Infor:maticn Act."Congressthas dotie a,

’\\'

2 commeneiable job in.-shaping. and, pass-

"ing such an act. If Temains to' be. seen,
Whether Congress jwill ensure .itg en-
ae%:ment‘,by vntlng to. gverride - this
veto,. ;. - o

- Ehzabeth Lang‘er N
“Léglslativa IJIreofnr.
Gon}lmer e
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By Jack Anderson _

Less than three munths after
_Presulent Forcf prommed he
‘| wauid .run an..open White
i Hpuse,rhe vetqed a Freedom of
‘Inﬁormatlon biil,’ which would
. have given the. pubhc -more, ac-
: cess, to government documents

documents that must be kept se-

¢ret in the interest of national

securify. 'The number doesn't
even begin to approach the.20
million déeuments and papers
that the government hides from
the ple. :

Président Ford, who started
his presidency with such opan-

__._t “The vefo was'accompanied B3
| a move dnside the White House
to tighten security clearances A
| memo, -intended far the eyes
only of staff chief Donald Rums-
| fetd, catléd for establishing pro-
cedures “to ensure that only
cleared personnel deals with
national security materials.”

The memo proposed “a Sys-
tem,” which wouild “continually
verify” the tight security. It was
neéessary; stressed the memo, |
“to he. certain that. no one who
hag aneéss & national security
matboxrs ja nﬂga prpperly
ele{gxféd i

“fioth. ;ﬁe . __émd the aeeurlty
- crackdawrr aré ‘fatended tu fivo-
N teet diplomatw angd niilitary se-

créts, a White Howse spbf;esman
: _éxpfamé

‘(!Qurge;
%eaparkf zet EEN

ut i the’ past ounlea&ers Have
| weed security regulatmns to
censor the news and pmtect
‘ thei‘nselves. “They Havé swept
their blunders and: efbarrass-

' don’t w‘:éﬁ‘ 9

.

‘\corruptmn under the secrecy

e .4 rg sgrpmsmgly few

towasediitys %

‘ments," their inefficidncy atid’;

ngss, W”
to Henry issinger. The Sec-
retary ol State gets highly exci-
table over news leaks, which he

uld hamper his personal
diplomaey.

~H s owls about leaks helped

_{to- stimulate the wiretaps, and
“lother excesses of the Nixon ad-

ministration, Now he'is agam in
an uproar over leaks. He is par-
'ucularfy upset over dur stories,
qugting from seeret documents

on the (iyprus cmsls anclAfrman
pnhcy.

) On Oet. 7, hesslashed cabIe
distribution o the various bu-
roaus. ~TheBuropesn: Affairs
Bureau, for example. was cut
from 30 to six copies of incom-

L Aing eableg. Pliig, Was acgompa-]

: [ied by a strfet. warning yot to
difcumvent -ihe; llmitatiuﬁ by
eromng sedretoables. - ‘*; .

*figf¥aideshave aléo besn nak
ing the rounds ¢f nnderfipgs. 6

" THE WASHINGTON’ POST Thhrsday, Oérﬁi‘:er 24, 1974 H 11

discuss thel aksAnd ow mucht
KlSSlngéf‘de sty thém. R =

STy I‘Nixomzamneia ,
ane.. $tat Départment official
tpld us. “Fhe, secretaly beheves
we're all,outto ge}hi _H
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thte House Actsto T lghten Secw*ztj?

RPN

foreign affairs like a mid 19¢h’
century German diplomat.”

Footnote: 1t should be added, |,
dof course, that Kissinger's diplo-
matie- style continues to prod-
nee amazingresulls. ;
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