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My telegram Noa 1032 (en the IPC series) summarisad

part of the conversaiion I had with Saddam Hussain on 18
Dacamber. In 1% I said I would be reporiing further by bags

24 Sincy Saddam's emergsnce into the limelight last month

a8 Vice—Chairman of ihe Revolutionary Command Council and
recognised heir—apparent of President Bakr, I have naturally
wanted to get at him — not least since the Sovlet Chargd told
me that he at any rate had succeeded in doing =0 and had

found him a "fanatical Ba'athistih without the four~square
vagsant sincerity of for instance Izzat al~Douri. Thls seemed
ancouragings

S Aftar no more than a fortnight's prodding in Protocol
Department (which is pretty good by lscal standards for
audience even with lesser lights) an sppoiniment came tarough.
My main ébject was simply to form a firgti-hand impression of
this previously inaccessible Grey Eminence and ascertaln, 1if

I could, his personal attitude (which seme believe %o have
decisive weight) en major issues; but since the appoiniment
came up at an lnteresting stage in the IPC delegation's

gsacond visit hera, and since IPC affalrs were bound to crop

up in our conversatiion (as they unfortunately do in all
conversations with leading Iraqis), I discussed with Sutcliffe
and Bnsor the previous night how far I should assoclate myselfs
as it wers, with thelr aotivities.

4, Saddamts initisl demeanour, when he rscelved me (alonea)

in hig modest office in the Presidentlal Palace, was singularly
reserved — perhgps because the gpecias was unfamiliar to him.
Indeed, he sald notding at all fer agbout five minutes, fixing
me with an lmpassive gtare while I spske. I told him I was
grateful for the opporiunity sf clearing my mind about one or
fwo aspects of his Government's pelicy. My impression, I
ggid, was that the present rdgime hsd now established ltself
firmly and confidently in power; anhd 1t seemed legitimate to0
assume that after slghteen months' experisnce the main lines of
their policy would have taken definitive shape. On this
assumptibn, 1t would help me to present %o my Goveriment an
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scourate pleture of Ba'athist thinking if I could have a
description of it from the horse!s mouth {not the expression

I usedgﬁ Tn the first placg, L was anxious to %now how he viewad
Traq's posltlon in the East/West context. Judged by public
pogtures and publicity media, hig Government sgemed tc be veering
Par over towards the Soviet Dlecs Did this represent their
ragl sympathles or thelixr undersianding of where their country's
interests lay® According o my reading of fhe published works,
Balgthist social philosophy was in fact much cloger do the soclal
ohilosophy of my own Government (igtaghfar Allsh) than to thai

of the Commupnist world; but his Government seemsd vent on glving
the ovposite impressiols T knew of course that the Soviet
handling of the Palostine problem had a bearing on the Iraql
GovernmentTs attitude to the blOCs T needsad no reminding of
thig and would be glad %o take it as raads It was on other
iagues, perhaps even more important to Irag in the long term,
that I hoped he would glve me the benefit of his viewss

5a 9pddem then breke his silence to say that this was a falr
question and he would do his best to answer it. He assumed I
was not looking for diplomatic courtesies. He was, desplte his
rgeant publilc appointment, a Parity man first and foremest

and would like to talk as guch without beating about the ousha
Mrstly, then, 1t was no goed trylng to geparate the Palesiine
problem from others since by now it coleursd the thinking of all
Arabs on all subjectss Britain and tha West could not wholly
egcape the burden of higtorys Yet. France, though lts past
standing in the Arab world could not compare with Britainle,

nad by a few simple gestures (for that wasg all that was reqiired)
acqulred the friendghip of the Arab werlds He would welcomae

the restoration of warm and meaningful relations with Britain
(and with America too for that matter) which would follow 1f we
could only brihg ourselves 1o show a little grealer determlinatisn
over Palastine. decondly, we were totally wrong if we belleved
iragl Ba'athigts %0 have any natural affinity with the Soviet
bloc. Balgthism had nothing o do with Commvnism. He well
“naw that the long-term alms of the Soviet Unlon wera %0 communize
the world and subject 1t to Wuscovite domination. He was aware
of the risks involved in Iraq's present close aggociation with
the Soviet bloc, whlch was forced upon 1t by the central

problem of Pa1estine. He haartily disliked the presenca in

Traq of a Communist Party spensored by Mogcow; Western countries
did not nowadays try to promota politicel parties in Irsq iln this
ways His Government had repeatedly told the Russlans that,

what over its relations with the Waatern blogs 1t had no intention
of turning its back on the Wasta

64 But as far as Britain itself was concerned, it was not only
over the Palestine issue that tne Iragls hoped for a change of
neart or at least a fresh initlstive. There was an internal
igsus, of equal importance to Irag, where he hoped we would

prove more helpfuls Thig was over oil and the IEC, In answer
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fo my enquiry, Saddeam confirmed that he was well awars of the
delesation's current proposals in this field and that the
Government was studylng them clogely. The next part of our
cohversation was reported falrly fully in paragraph 3 of my
tglegram under refersnca; Its burden was thal he was not yet
persiaded that the Company's proposals offerad Iraq the most
advantageous way of handling their oll affalrs or that they
definitely repressnted a concession (tanazul) of substance

as well as form He himself bore no grudge asgainst the IPC
and readily admitted that Iraq had profitaed gragtly from its
activities; Dbut suspicions were widespread. Many people in
Iraq believed that if the British offered you an apple ig
would prove to be the desert variety (the bitter colocynth).
He also sald that, the political climate balng what it was,

if two agually good tenders for a job were put on hig desk
(one from a British firm and one from, says Bulgaria), he would
opt for the Bulgarlahe And he used a humber of olther metaphors

$0 illustrate the point I assume he was seeking to convey, l.e. that

the IPC proposals would have to prove demenstrably batter, on
close scrutiny, than any possibla eliernative before the Iragis
#ould opt for a settlement, I have 1little doubt that what
wWas in his mind was the risk to which any government in Iraq
must now be exposed if it mskes a deal with the IFC, namely
that the deal would be gelzed upsen by their critlcs at home
and abrqad and ugzed as a stilick to beat them and unhorse them
with. |None=the-less, I drew the impression ihat he was by

no means opposed to reaching agreement with the IPC, provided
ite terms %on the sort of limes now proposed) could be dressed
up in such a way that the régime could defend itself against
ahy charges of golng back en its word or of yielding to
imperialist monopoly pressure. 1 pointed owt that acceptahce
of the Company's offer would not ehtall renouncing Joviégt vloc
participation in oil affairs. Theres was room for them too,
1f that was what Irag wantad.

7. Saddam then vreverted to his earlier theme (ths train of
thought was undisguised) and revegzled that Irag had no lntention
of throwing in its lot with the Soviet blogs Wall before this
stage, I ought to explaln, hig earller resarve had quitae
vanished and he was leaning at me.over the corner of his desk
talking with great warmih znd what certainly seemed sinceritya
Amonget other expressions he used the famillar provarbial
aquivalent (the conversation was in Arabic) of frying—pan and
fire; and I urged him to stlck to the frying-pan, I then made
o few observations on the extent to which Iraq had already put
ftself in pawn to the Soviet Union, and I guoted their total
dependence on the latter in respect of military sguipment.

WTtis ngt quite as.bad as that" was Saddem's rejoinders. By

/now
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now we had long exceeded the half hour offlcially allotted

to mes Ha walked with me towards the door repeating in earnest
terms his hopa that Anglo/Iraql relations would take a real

turn for the better, and when I said my final piece {(as reported
in my telegram) avout oil, he steod still for some time nodding
his head with that peculiar alr of conceniration which, 1%

had seemsd to me throughout our talk, set him apaxt from most

of hig colleaguess Indeed, he struck me as s much mors
hgerious" character than other Ba'athist leaders; and hils
engaging smile, when he deployed if, seemed part and parcel of
his absorption with the subject in hand and not, as with so many
of the others, a matier of superficial affability. I should
judge him, young as he is, %o be a formidable, single-minded and
hard-hé¢aded member of the Balathist hierarchy, but one with whom,
if only one could see more of him; it weuld be posslble to do
businesss It may have been an "act"; but if so, it was |

a skflful performance for someope with so little experience of
the outsides world.

B T encloge s spare copy of this letter in case Oil
Department would 1ilke one and I am also gending coples %0

Her Majesty's Representatives at Amman, Belrut, Uairo, Tripeli,
Kuwait, Tehran, Jedda, Moscow, Washington and the Political

Regident, Bahrain.
Lljrué; o
(it C‘/H/ ZBour]?aul )
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