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Tha Newest Challenge

Beginning in July 1968,
Mexican university and secondacy
school students projected them-
selves 43 a new force on the
polrTical scene., The fact that
this hitherts botherscma but
relacively inconsequencial and
disorganized alement could sud-
denlv shake 8 highly structured,
generally mophisticaced acdminis=
‘on is accributable aloosc
&ly to the timing of even:s,

cisgruntlement over police
interforence in a scroal fichz
bailooned ineto a4 full-scale stu-
dent movemant agaipst the gov-
grpment~=lasd on the Serics of
the grisvances exprassed than
because tEhe XIX Clymoiad in Hax-
ico City provided a unigues forum
for Droteskt.

There is, neverthelags, an
auchentic context for somae of
the protests of the sctudents,
whose afforty represent still
apothsr i a serles gf warning

signals that Mexico's vaunted
progress and genius for stabil=
Ley have seen betkEsr times.

The affect of the stodent move-
ment AL che very least is to
have ilntensified the self-exanmi-
nation already in process among
the naticn's political leaders.

The Protest

Teugh action by riot police
and regular police on 22 and 23
July to put down clashes between
students from rival prep schools
triggered student charges of po-
iice brutality. On 26 July, an
authorized demonstration organ-
ized by a4 governpment-influenced
studant federation was joined by
a smaller group of Communists
celebrating the Cuban anniwver-
sary. After the radical students
turned the march into a violent
looting spree, clashes with po-
lice intensified student charges
af srutality. Furcher rallies
generated violence beyond the
control of rigt police, and
paratroopers were called in to
guell the dizturbances during
which several were killed and
hunorecs ware wounoed.

Student cepands grew Seyvond
those for Zdisbanding the riot
police and now include indemni-
fication feor the injured stu-
dents and the families of the
dead, withdrawal of the army
from occupied schools, and re-
lease of student prisoners.

The several large, disciplined
marches that were held showed
gnpracedented student deterpipa-
Eion on a fixed issue, but alsg
provided a2 continuing threat of
violence. Despite actempts by
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activist miporitcies of all shadas
£0 taxe over or influverce cha
5:'_'.'.'54.'.":1‘; Povement, O SC IaOCLEntT
ic against the US or Communists,;
or toward other Meaxican problans,
the scruggle cemained coafined

to the original complaint plus
those directcly related to the
developing events. Most aof the
numerous reports linking the
movenent to ideoclogicalily or
policically motivated subversives
have remained unsubstantlacad.
The protest steadily sharpenad
ics Zocus on the Diaz Ordaz ad-
ministration, with attacks an
pro=inent cabinat andg cablhnet-
level officials and even scathing
criticism of the Fresicent, who
is traditionally inviolare [n
Mexico,
3y Qcteber, the movement had

achieved world-wide notoriesy.
The students had caused tha worst
civil disorders Mexico had ax-
perianced in over 20 years and
Jeopcarsized che Clymopic Sames
schaduled to Decia on -2 Octobar.
Far and awav the worst, and for
ail zractical purposes =he final,

ZENC came g3 2 Octzher whern
rge rally in che Plaza of
cuitures In Tlataiolco
€% erupred into a wild gun
fight that killed scozes of per-
gons and injured an essimated

iy -

=

1,000, This "Tlatelocleco massa-
cra,” 48 Lt was cuicklvy dibbad
even oy Ehe Mexican pru:s. af=

'mc:;vutf ended large Jdemonstra-
Eions, and, although a student
boyeott of classes concinued
through 1968, ztudent lezadars
wara unable to gprganiza furcher
maniiescatilons on thEe sSaleée thar
hag Zfeviously charactarizec

ctha =ovement.
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Hesponse

| The Governmenc

e coverntent, Wnlch nad su
red unaccustomed bad press

iy =4

]Ec: af Crit LEL m around Ehe
world because gf the presence
of the international press, in
Hex:co for the Dlynp-ci.
ﬂ‘nz r"a: a&mint:::u ion

| by those who thought the govern—
ment should have taken hold of
the situation aarly, even if by
Iorce, and By those who thought
a conciliatory attitude was in
prfer, While the smooth staging
gf che Olympic Cames did muoch

ta redeam tha prestige of the
covernment and the natiom, It
could not srase the internal
osoiitical dapage.

-
EEET

There was apparently
exzectation that the student
cromegst would become & crisis:
Toe governmant's pracccupation
with reacying f[or the Olymoics
hac already led it to warn the
Communist Party and probably
cther extremist groups that there
would ba absolute intolercance
for any activity that mignc Rar
tZe games. The auchprities evi-

- .h;v d;Echﬂ:id the pessibility
blam pst fo,rec by sub-
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ancel ¥as =0 ArSTest cormunias
pdrty leaders, Througnouc the
subseguent months of crislis, gov-
eranent officials laid the osulza-

hilley vaciously ac the doors oI

Ctiba, the US5R; Commonist Chiza,

-
> the protest A A masd ROVeIsEnT,
and students have retirned to
clasges, sora of Ehe laglitiza
cavzsas espoused by ths youzhs =

SO Elag givan attentlon. i

ri
i1}

ieginiaticn hag celaxed the =a-
chinery for releasinz polisizal
nrigonars, and hearings 4ra feins
held with an aye o zeioraing
arsicia 145 of zhe criminal

oy which political Sissidanss
nald Jor the crine of "socisl
SLERAALIeal’” AdoosTo-ald sessancs
Sava oeen seleafed CTom JAl.,
TdcoAsionat- rafosm L8 under

ARS CRE neao oL the FRI DA
mizzec punlicly ThaAT “he DAY
Hag fgr A-long tipe ZofgorDTEn s
VECELEY vouzh.
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