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The Nowost Chal lenac 

3eqinninq in July 1968, 
M~xica~ ~niversity and secondary 
sc~eol $t•.Jd.e!'\t.S projecced t.."u!l::.­
selve5 as & nev fo=ce on the 
pol~~ical scene. The fact tha~ 
~~ls hlther~o bocherso~e but 
rela cively inconsequencial 4nd 
d~sor;anized ole~cnt could sud­
~enly s~a~• A high ly s ::uctu:ed, 
~e~e=al:y acphi•~ica~ed 4dm~~is­
c~ac~c~ 1s att:iOu~a~:e a:~st 
encizeiy :~ :he c~~; of eve~=s . 
!oh.!"!o=- C~s;n:ntleoer.c over pol:.:.e 
in~e:fgrence 1n a sc~ool !iq~~ 
ba: ! ooned inco a !ul:-scal• ac...:­
dant ~vcmont aqains t:. :;he qov .. 
e rnment--less on the ~eri ts of 
tr.e gr~evances oxpre$sed t~ar. 
beca~se the XIX Oly~?l4d in ~ex­
ico c:~y proviCeC a uniq~e for~~ 
!or ? retest. 

7here is, ~eve=~~elesa. ~~ 
~uc ~entlc context fo: sorrA ot 
che pro~ests o! the students, 
whcse efforts re?rese~~ s~ill 
ano t:.her ir. • se:-1es c: Wdr:ti:o~c; 

si9nals that !{oxico ' s vaunted 
pro9:css a~d gen~u• for s~abil­
ity hAva seen be tter times . 
The effect of the atudene x.ove­
rnent at. ct:.e very lease. is to 
have ineens ~fied the se!f-exami­
natlon al:eady i~ process amonq 
the nation's political leaders . 

7hc Protest 

Tough action by riot police 
and reqular pcl~ce on 22 and 23 
July to put down cla3 hes bet~ccn 
studor.t$ f=oo rival prep schools 
triqqered student c~•rqes of po­
lieo brutality. On 26 July , an 
aut~orited deoonstr&tion organ­
ized by a government-influenced 
studBnt federation was joined by 
4 smaller group of Communis ~s 
celebrating the C~an anniver­
sary. After t he radical s eudencs 
t~r~ed the =axch ~oco a violent 
loot!r.q sp:ee, cla•~•• with po­
lice intensified student charqes 
of brutality. rurt~er ra ll ies 
generated violence beyond t~e 
co~ trol of =io~ police, and 
paratroopers ~c~a called in to 
quell the distur~ances Curi~q 
which seve ral were kLl!ed ~~d 
~n1:1dreC.s ~.-are *"'Oom.Ced. 

Stude:lt Ceoa~<!s ;re· .. · !::eyond 
~~ose !or Ci sbandinq :he riot 
pol~ce ~nd now includa i ndemni ­
fication for che injured stu .. 
Cents and the farni liel of : he 
dead, withdra .... al o~ the accy 
froa occup~ec schools. and =e­
!a•so of st~dent pr1soners. 
The tevera: lAr~e. dlsc1p! ~r.ed 
:narches thac · .. ·ere hold shc~·ed 
~np:ocedented s ~udont Ceternina­
eion on a fi xed lGSuc, but also 
~rovided a continu~nq threa~ of 
.. •i.oL(Inct!. Des pite attempcs by 
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4Ct!.o,.•_s:. :incr"it.ies o! .all s.'lado5 
to :a.<.e ove!" or intluor.ce th• 
scu:e~~ noveoe~:.. o~ :c :•or~ent 
it ·~·~~s~ the ~s or Cc~~unls~s, 
o:- :o· ... ard ocher :-te:dcan ~roble!"'s, 
the s:rYqqle re~~ineri co~ti~od 
to the o'ig1nal complal~t plus 
those di rectly tcla~ed to the 
dovelopinq e:vent.s. Nost of tho 
nur.1erous: repo rts link inq the 
movo~cnt co ideolog~cally or 
po1l.tica.Lly mo;:ivaced su.bversi •Jes 
have re~a!ned unsubstantiated. 
The p~o:es: s teaCily sharpened 
its !ocus on ~~e ~~az Orda: •d­
~~nistrat~o~. ~ith attacka on 
pro~~r.er.: cab~~ec and ca~inot­
leve~ of!ic1als and even sc&t.~in~ 
crit1c1sm of ~;e PresiCent, who 
is traditio:'lallt invJ.olate i:t 
Mexico . 

5y Oc tobe=, !he ~ovamon: had 
4Chic•teC world-·.o~iCe notorlo:y. 
~ha St~dents had causeC :~e wo:st 
civ.:..l d.isord~rs :•texico ~ad ox­
por.:..e~c8d i~ ove: 20 ye~rs and. 
jeopardized :~e OlyQpi~ C&rnea 
ac~.C~leC to =egi~ o~ :2 oc~o:er. 
~·= •nd away ~~e ~orst. and !or 
a:: ~:ac~~cal ~~=?Oses !~e !i~&l~ 
:.::c!;!e:u: ca;:,e o:t 2 Oc~-=!:ler ...-~er. 
a iarie r~lly i:'l the ?:1:a o! 
T~ree ~ul~ures i~ Tla~e-o:co 
<hs:.:-~c~ eru?:eC. into .1 •.o~ild t;'J~­
Hq~~~ :hae ~i!.!cd scores o! ;e:­
sor.J and injured an es:imatod 
1 ,000 . 'l'h is "T!at:elo lc~ mo.SUI.'" 
ere,'' as it wa.s ~uickl~· dubbod 
even !>y c.he Hex i can p.rc.ss , gt­
!cct!.vely enCeC large ..:!.amonatra­
tions. an~. a~thouq~ a s tudent 
Poyco:: ot classes c~nt:.nccd 
~~ro~q~ 1968, s;:u~ent :£ad.ers 
we~e ~na~le ~o oc~ani=~ furt~er 
n4n~!es:a~~ons o~ ~~e s~a le t~at 
had ?=ev 10us~.x charac :e: i ::eC 
the :.o•1emene. 

thouqhc the govern­
~e~t should have taken hold of 
the si tuation oarly , even i f by 
fo:-ce, C~nd by those who thouqht 
a co~cil~ato~y Attitude was in 
o:~er. WhiLe t~O s nooch scaging 
c: ~he Olyr:tpic: Garres did much 
to t"eCeeo the prestiqe of the 
.gc•:er!" .. "'!lent ar.C the r.ador.. :;. t. 
co~!C ~ot erase t~e ~r.:er~al 
?Qlitieal C~qc. 

':'~en, · .. •as •pparently 
e~;ectation that :~e studer.t 
,:::::-::;es~ '-'O;Jld becor:te a crisis. 
7~e qovernoen:'s ?reoecu?at~on 
w~c~ readyin9 for tho Olympics 
haC already led it tO warn the 
Conmunis~ Party and probably 
o:~er extremist qroups that there 
~ooo·oulC. btl absolute intolet"ance 
ic~ any actlv!:y that niqh~ nar 
e~e qaoes. The authorities evi­
Ce~~:y ~~scou~ted t~e pcssibi~i 

o "'"' 

SE~ 
SPECI.,L REPORT Li J<.1r. 69 



..• 

~~lnoe":1ol di! :~ ­
cul.t!eJ ~re co:l!.::t:.,.nl:,t a~~:!.bc -:ad 
co .. :)u.tsiCe ag:.:.a.:.!.o:: . " Or.e == 
•·e ..... . . "' ""e••o .. -- - o: ... a. _..,,._ ..... -·••- - -- - - r ··~==- - .... "="' 
er:--.. -4~-: :.o :.::.e st·.:ca:\:. c..s-:·.:=:­
:lr!cll '"'as ':O ar:-eS 't. ::c::.nun:.s:. 
?a:-.:.y l i!:aC.er5 . Th !."ougl".out -::".e 
su:Osc~uenc ::ton tl-.s o: cd.s:.s , qov• 
a r~~•~t officiAl s la~d ~~• c~l::­
:.:.: :. ty va r !.o:..as !y a~:. :.~e doors =! 
c-.;;.,, :-~e os s a. , cor..nu:-:.tst c~:.: . .: , 
~nC CS a~e~cies. 

~ve:"' :·.:a ­
o : :he proces t as a ::.a s s r.~ove:7.e:. :. . 
anC s:uCen t s h4ve re t~=ned .:.o 
c :.asees , So!:'.e of the leq i :i~~ :.e 
ca~ses e~?OUS~ ~y :.~~ you:~i a~; 
:-.a.~ Ha.:t; 9 :.·..-en &tte~.:.:.on. ::e-..· 
::~:s:At~c~ ba a re ~ axeC t~e ~a­
c::.:.::.er:,.· :::n: r eleas.1.:1q ?Oli::.=a: 
rr: ~o.~e:~ , ~~.d he~r~~G~ ~r~ :~u::.; 
.. e.- ... 1.. .•• a .. eye ... o _e _o.:.t ... r. ~ 
a== ~:!t 1 ~5 o ! :~e ~~~~i~a: ; o~~ 
!)y ••t:.:.=~ ?O!..:. ;.:.;.s l .:. ~ss~Ce:'\':.3 :.:: 
~e:= !~: :~e ==!~~ c: •soc1a: 
:~.; so:J:.ic:l . " .;:r.~o5= al:. •=~==~:.~ 
;;ava ~ten :eloased : ::-=-::t j3.!. ... . 
=:::::.:.;! ::.~ ::.al =e :c:::-. .:..s u;-.t!.er i ~-;;;:, 
! :-. :::: :::.e :~ead o:! ::-.e ? ?.! ~u! l..;­
::'!:!::.ec ?'.:.~!~ c!~· -:.:\a= :.~e .-•::.:· 
:-:~s 'fer l l~n~ -:::.~ :o;:;ot :a::. ·.:~.:. • 
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