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WASHINGTON
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October 14, 1

MEMO FOR WALT RGSPOW

SUBJECT: Mexico Riata

The attached cable from Mexico City
contains a good analysis of the recent
riots and assesses what there is to know
about foreign influence.

The best evidence suggests violence was
sparked by small well-organized Mexican

extramist groups and that foreign influence
was probably 2 minor factor.

G

SWLewis

Attachment

Mexico Embtel 7514, 10/12/68.
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|« QUESTION OF FOREIGN INFLUENCE ON STUDENT DISORDERS LIKE
QUESTION OF STUDENT LEADERSHIP [TSELF DIFFICULT TO' DETERMINE
BECAUSE OF PROFUSION OF CURRENTS WITHIN STUDENT MOVEMENT,
FLUIDITY OF LEADESSHIF AT GIFFERENT MOMENTS: MIGH DEGREE OF
SPONTANEITY WHICH HAS CHARACTERIZED STUDENT ACTIONS.  ESPECIALLY
FOLLOWING ARMY SEIZURE OF UNAM WHEN LEADERS. SCATTERED AMND
POSSIBILITY ENHANCED FOR UNCOORDINATED ACTIONS ESPECIALLY BY
EX~REMIST GROUPS:

2« DIRECT INVOLYEMENT B8Y FOREIGNERS HAS. 5 ¥ NEGLIGIBLE
ANO BY FCREIGN EHEA551n¢ HARD TC' PROVE. 'Tar
QFTCIsL SECRETARIAT OF GOVERNMENT HAS STATED GOM HAS SOLID

PRODF SCY AND CUBAN EMBASSIES HAVE HELPED STRIKERS. EMBASSY HAS

NO SUCH PROOF AND DOES NOT KNOW NATURE OF GOM PROOF: THERE HaAS BEExN
CONSIDERAELE INVOLVEMENT BY GROUPS LINKED TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES
AND INDIYIDUALS WHO WAVE TRAVELED TO USSR OR CUBA AND WHO MaY
THEREFORE BE VIEWED A5 FOREIGN«SUPPORTED. THESE INDIVIDUALS CLEARLY
Had :

TRONG [NFLUENCE ON FORMULATION OF STUDENT DEMANDS WHICH CHAMGED
INITIAL FOCUS ON AFTERMATH OF JuULY 22 INCIDENT TO INCLUDE [SSUES
sUCH AS RELEASE OF PDLITICAL PRISIONERS AND DEROGATION OF ARTICLE
145 ON WHICH COMMUNTSTS HAQ TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY FOR YEARS TO
oRUM UP SUFPPORT.

I
L
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EXTENT OF [NFLUENCE OF FORE]GM-SUPPORTED GROUPS IN AMY GIVEN TACTI

Ec
cal _
SITUATION MUCk LESS CLEAR CUT. HYPOTHESIS WHICH BEST FITS PRESENT
SANITIFED
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INFORMATION IS THAT AT LEAST ONE AND' PERMAPS SEVERAL SMALL,
TIGHTLY ORGANIZEC AND OISCIPLINED EXTREMIST GROUPS HAVE OPERATED
AT TIMES WITHIN AND AT TIMES IN THE SHADOW OF THE. BROADs MASSIVE
STUDENT MOVEMENTs WHICH HASs FOR MOST PART: BEEN MODERATEs

m——
4+ IN LINE WITH FOREGOING, DIAZ ORDAZ TOLD CONGRESSMAMN SELDEN
THAT ORIGINAL STUDENT AGITATION NOT COMMUNIST [NSPIRED® HOWEVER
SCON AFTERWARDS MOSCOW=ORIENTED COMMUNISTS OBTAINED POSITION OF
MAJOR [MPORTANCE IN LEADERSHIP OF MOVEMENT: SUBSEQUENTLY
THIS GROUP DISPLACED BY EXTREMISTS OF MAO=CASTRO=TROTSKYITE ORIEN=
TATION: [NFLUENCE OF LATTER NOW BROKEN AND MOSCOW-QRIENTED GROUP

Ss THERE THUS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE OLD«LINE LEFT AND THE NEWER.
EXTREME LEFT COMPETING WITH EACH OTHER AND WITH. THE MODERATES

FOR LEADERSHI® OF THE STRIKE MOVEMEMT: [THERE MAY ALSO HAVE

BEEN OTHERs AD HOC GROUPS REPRESENTING ALLEGED INTERESTS OF
DISGRUNTLED MEXICAN POLITICOS.)

&+ EM2 BELIEVES THAT OLD~LINE COMMIE GROUP; WHOSE LEADERSHIP aND
ORGANIZATION WELL KNOWN TO SECURITY FORCES, CAUSED GOVT LITTLE
PROELEM AND TD SOME EXTENT SUCCESS OF MORE EXTREME GROUPS In
DISPLACING THEM MAY HAVE BEEN FACILITATED BY GOVT PRESSURES

ON CLS LINERS WHICH CAUSEDC THEM TO PULL BACK:»

7« NEWE3s+ MORE EXTREME GROUPS HAVE SHOWN ORGANIZATIONAL STRENGTH:
“SCIPLINE ANG RESOURCES WHICH SUGBGEST THIS WAS NOT' AD HOC

JEVELOPMENT EHMERGING FROM STUDENT AGITATION BUT RATHER ORGAN]ZATION

ALREACY [N ZZISTENCE AND WELL DEVELOPED. REPORTS THAT EXTREMIET

STUCENT GRCOUP #OULD ATTEMPT DISRUPT OLYMPIC GAMES HAD CAUSED

GOM SECUALTY AGENTS CONCERN EVEN BEFORE STUDENT

AGITATION SEGAN. EVIDENCE TENDS TOD sHOW THAT WHEN GROUP

BECAME ACTIVE IN STUDENT MOVEMENT GOVT HAD ONLY SUPERFICIALLY PENETRA

TED

ORZANMIZATION AND IDENTIFIED ITS LEADERSs REAL APPREMENSION OF

GOVT WAS THe™ THIS GROUP: EITHER TMROUGH DIRECT TERRORIST ACTl=

VITIES OF THROUGH CAPABILITY TO INFLAME STUDENT MASSES: WOUuLD

DISRUPT GAMES. PROBLEM OF GOVT WAS TO ICENTIFY AND DETAIN LEADEREH[F

AND BREAX UP ORGANIZATION BEFORE GAMES AND TO DO THIS IF POsSS[BLE

IN WAY WHICH WOULD NOT INFURIATE MASS OF STUDENTS AND WOULD

NGT CREATE ADYERSE PUSLIC ATMOSPHERE FOR GAMES.
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B« AS DATE FOR GAMES APPROACHED, TWO LAST AIMS BECAME LESS [MPOR-
TANT WHEN WEIGHED AE#IHST IMPERATIVE NECESSITY BREAK TERROR(IST
ORCAN[ZATION AND SEIZE (TS LEADERSHIP+ THUS A MAJOR REASON FOR
SUDDEN DCCUPATICN UNAHMH CAMPUS BY TROOPS WAS HWOPE THT TERRORIST
LEACERSHIP+, WHICH HAD USED CAMPUS AS MEETING PLACEs WOULD BE
ROUNCED UP» !IN FACT MOST HAD DEPARTED FROM CAMPUS SHORTLY BEFOREs)
OCCUFATION ZACATENCO AND CASCO DE SANTO TOMAS CAMPUSES OF POLYTECHNIC
INSTITUTE PROBABLY HAD SAME REASONI TO SEILE EXTREMIST LEADER~-
SHIP AND WEAPONS: [N EACH CASE TACTIC WAS COMPLETE ROUNDUP OF ALL
PERSONS PRESENT, SUBSEQUENT SIFTING OF DETAINEES AND RELEASE
THOSE NCT BELIEVED DIRECTLY INVOLVED [N VIOLENCE: SUBSEOUENT
TACTIC OF GGVY OF PERMITTING STUDENT GATHERINGS FOR SEVERAL DAYS:
THEN SUCDENLY MAKING NUMBEROUS DETENTIONS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN
DESIGNED FOR LIKE PURPOSE. AS GOVT ROUNDED UP INCREASING NUMBERS
OF EXTREMIST LEADERS, ITS INFO RE DRGANIZATION AND REMAINING
LEADESSH]P [MPIOVED.

9s IT 15 PROBABLY THAT GOVT PERMITTED STUCENTS TO ASSEMELY ON OCTs 2
AT TLATELOLCO ([T [S ALWAYS EASIER TO PREVENT STUDENT' GROUP

FROM FORMING THAN TO BREAK [T yUP AFTERWARDS:! BECAUSE 1T HAD REASCN

TO EXPECT THAT MANY QF EXTREMIST ELEMENTS AND LEADERSHIP

WOULD 8E PREZSENT) aNp [T SEEMS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT

PRAEPARATIONS HaAD BEE! MAOE

TO SEIZE AT LEAET THE LEADERSHIP. IT SEEMS LIKELY IN THE L!GHT OF
PREVICUS DISCUSEION THAT GOYT §OULD HAVE PREFERRED TC ACCOMPLISH THIS
WiTH MIMIMYe VIOLENCZ, ALTHOUGH THIS 15 NOT GCERTAIN, IN aNy CASE
FREEMAN
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[T WAS PREPARED TO USE FORCE I[N WHATEVER DEGREE NECESSARY To ACHIEVE
THIS OBJECTIVE.

i@« IT [S EQUALLY CLEAR THAT NUMEROUS WELL-ARMED EXTREHIST STUDENT
ELEMENTS WERE CAREFULLY PLACED IN AT LEAST 3 OF THE BUILDINGS
SURROUNDING THE PLAZA OF THE THREE CULTURESs AS To' SPECIFIC GROUPS.
ONE CAN CONCLUDE A PRIORI THAT THEY WOULD INCLUDE TROTSKYITE TYPES
IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHERs EMBASSY WAS NOW HEARD FOR SECOND TIME OF &
BRIGADA OLIMPIA THOUGH NOT IN CONNECTION WITH OCT. 2% IT SEEMS
UNLIKELY THAT DEPLOYMENT ARMED EXTREMISTS WAS AGREED POLICY OF
ENTIRE STRIKE COUNCIL WHICH INDEED MaY NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE OF [T IN
ADVAMCEs EVIDEMCE IS IMCOMPLETE OR COMTRADICTORY AS TD WHETHER THIS
QEPLOYMENT OF ARMED EXTREMISTS WAS FOR PURPOSE AMBUSHING ARMY AND
THUS PROVOKING FIRE FIGHT [N PRESENCE FOREIGN PRESS [WHO THEY

KMEW WOULD BE PRESENT) OR WHETHER [T WAS "DEFENSIVE™. EMB [NCLINED TO
FORMER VIEW. WITH EVACUATON OF UNAM CAMPUS AND OTHER STEPS

STEAM SEEMD AGAIN GOING OUT OF STUDENTY EXTREMISTS MAY HAVE

THOUGHT TIME HAD ARRIVED FOR ALL OUT EFFORTs AS EMB HAS

POINTED OUT PREVIOUSLY, EXTREMISTS HAVE HAD OPTION OF THWARTING
PEACEFUL SOLUTION 8Y PROVOKING YIOLENCE.

11+« REPORTS OF USUALLY REL]ABLE SOURCES AND ON SPOT QOBSERVERS

VARY GREATLY AND ARE OFTEN FLATLY CONTRADICTORY AS TOQ WHO FIRED
FIRST SHOTS. FREPONDERANCE EVIDENCE SEEMS TO BE FIRST SHOTS EITHER
QCCURRED IN OR CAME FROM CHIHUAHUA APARTHENT HOUSE« WHETHER THEY
wERE FIRED BY STUDENT EXTREMISTS OR PLAINCLOTHES SECURITY AGENTS [N
sUILDING CONTINUES MUCH DISPUTED POINTas FACT THAT PARATROOP GENERAL

—CENF TOEN T i
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JOSE HERNANDEZ TOLEDD WAS SHOT WHILE USING BULLHORN TO URGE
CROWD TO DISPERSE PEACEFULLY SUGGESTS STRONGLY FIRST SHOTS piID
NGT COME FROM ARMY. PERHAPS QUESTION WWO FIRED' FIRST SHOT WILL
NEYER BE KNOWN AND 18, IN' ANY CASE, ACADEMIC’

12+ QUETIONING OF LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS (REPORTEDLY

OVER 2@88) DETAINED AT TLATELOLCD WAS TAKEN: CONSIDERABLE TIME.

GREAT MAJORITY HAVE BEEN RELEASEDs BUT OPERATION NETTED' A NUMBER OF
EXTREMISTS AND THEIR LEADERSe GOVT APPEARS' TO BELCEVE THAT

RESULT HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL BREAKING UP- OF TERRORIST ORGANIZATION
TECHNIGUE OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS REFORE. PRESS BY TERRORIST LEADERS

MAS PROBABLY BEEN VERY EFFECTIVE IN CREATING FEAR, MUTUAL DISTRUST .
AND UNCERTAINTY AMONG STUDENTS IN GENERAL. AS WELL AS REMAINING
ELEHENTS OF TERRORIST GROUP« "

e e S

13+« WITH RESPECT TO PUBLIC STATEMENTS ABOUT FOREIGN CONSPIRACY.
IMPORTANT TO NOTE USE OF FOREIGN SCAPEGOAT FREGUENT [N MEXICO AND
[N THIS INSTANCE DESIGNED TO DISCREDTT STUDENT MOVEMENT AND PERMAPE
TC SOME OEGREE TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM DEEPER LOCAL' ROOTS

OF PROBLEMs GOVERNMENT HAS SEVERAL. TIMES HINTED® AT BOVIET AND/OR
CUBAM INVOLYEMENT, WHILE SOME ELEMENTS' OM LEFT HAVE' BLAMED CIa

QR FBI. CARDENAS STATEMENT IS NOT SPECIFIC: THOUGH GIVEN HIS
BIASESs HE MAY HAVE uUS IN MIND. SOCRATES AMADOR: CAMPOS LEMyS
SHIFTED FOCUS FROM FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT TO POSSIBLE CUPABILITY OF
DISAFFECTED LOCAL POLITICIANS, CONCEIVABLY WITH S0 MANY FOREIGNERS
[N TOWN FOR OLYMPICE, GOM DOES NOT WANT TD FOCUS ON FOREIGN

ANGLE BUT AFTER OLYMPICSs ESPECIALLY IF STUDENT' DISDRDERS

RECURs LATTER THEME MAY REEHERGES

14« DOCTOR'S STRIKE, WHICH IN FACT INVOLVED INTERNS IN ONLY ONE
OR TwO HOSPITALS AND ACCORDING TO DIRECTORS THOSE INSTITUT[ONS CID

NOT INTERFERE WITH NORMAL OPERATIONS, WAS NEVER MATTER OF SER[OUS
CONCERN ANDs [NSOFAR AS EMB AWARE, IS5 NOW OVER-.

FREEMAM
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