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{U) Report furnishes information concorning usa of Mexican Army troops on

additional occnsions in the simmering studenc situstion in Mexico City. The =ili- 'ﬂ'_
b

cary had firac become lavelved in student dimorders durinmp the weak begloning

23 July 1968. For ease of comprehecadon, information is given in chromological ] I
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1. (U) The peridd 16—26 August 196E vas relatively quiet, with much public and _‘,.rﬂ'.r"ﬁ"‘u
press discussion and speculation councerning the possibility of talks between the ] } i
goveroment &nd student representatives. Mexfco City's Mayor Alfonoe Corvma del )
= .tﬁ'ﬁh} [ #]

Rosal previcusly had sugzested the formulatiom of a cormittes, to be composed of
student, faculty, governwemt representatives as well as "ispartial™ observers, to || o I ]
investigate sthdent charges of police brutalicy in the July encounters. Studentcs B A 1
of the National Autonomous University (IRAM) and Fatiomel Folytechnic Imstitute ~=
(IFN)} romained on strike. It appeared meverml times thet a solution to cthe i o) in
impassa might be in the offing, but sacth tima some obstacle arcee. It wam obvicus 3
that atudent leadership was fractionalized, with some wanting to take a moderate otpo
course and reaturn to claases. A "Hationnl Btrike Council' was formed, made un of
more militant students, which claimed to speak for the entire student body. The
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gtriks leadars claimed that 32 students were injured or nipeing as & result of the
July dimorders, amd meveral Idsts of misaing atudente were produced, one contain-
dmg 25 names. Mueh publicity was given the resules of "inveatipgarionn" which
indleatnd chat mony of the pames on the lists were fizeftioua, were not benafide
students, of had oimply moved ar died of natural causes. On 10 Auguat studenta
hald a rally in University City (home of USAM) In southem Mexice City near the
0lympic Village. Estimates of attendance aversged around 20,000. Mexican logis-
lators had bean invited to attemd to engoge Ln "public debate”; none appsared.
Following spesches, the studenta made plans for asother desomstration to ba hald
in dowmtoun Mexlco Clty on 27 Augusk 196E.

2. T%) Based on the possibility of trouble durisg the 27 August studemt deson-
straticon, Mexicsn Aroy troops im the Mexice City sres, who had been taken off
partial alert status om 2 August, were placed back on full alert on the ITth.

The march, which begen arc 1600, procesded {rom Chapultepee Park near the Huseun

of Anthrepology, down the Faseo de la Reforma, pest the American Enbasey and on

to the central square (Zoecalo) in the hesrtof the eity. It wae estimated that
thers wors about 100,000 sersons in tho Zoealo, mostly students of ITN and UHAM.
They ramoved Che Mexican Flag from cthe flagpele in che center of the Zocalo and
replacad 1t with & black and red atudent "strike flag", painted slogana on the
walle of the Wational Palace, and turped on the lights and rang the balls of the
Metropolitan Cathedral (actks which caused much subseguent adverse press comsent).
At the conclusion of che demcnstration several thousand students attespted to
temain in the Zocalo with the announced intection of cesping there wmtil the
student conflict was resolved. At 0100, 28 August; Army troope were called in to
disperse theso students, which was accosplished withour seriows incident. Iawelwved
in the operation were the Paratroop Battalion, two Infantry 3attalions of the
Infentry Brigade, 12 armored cars of the Presidential Ceards, firemen, poliece &nd
traffic police. For concerm of possible violemce directed at the American Esbassy
(the route of march of the demonstraters took then fmmediately in front of tha
BEsbasey on the lesec de la Meférma), Arsy troops were deployed around the bulléd-
ing, in ad@ition te police. Tor this, two infantry platcons of 33 men each waore
wed, along with ten arrotad care, ench with a crew of four and with twa ealiber
30 machine purs and a 37 nillimeter gun. There were no dncidents in or around the
Embassy, although sone apithete wera shouted as the students presed by. (Troops
were alao deployed around the Soviet Embasay.)

3. () About mid-day on 28 Acgust, several thousend pre-peovernment workers and
farmots gathered in the Zocalo to show their loyaley to the Mexican GCoverTment.
Later, about 3,000 students also gathered im the sguare. The pro-govershent EYOUD
removed the scrike flsg put up by the scadents the previces day and radised the
flag of Mexico. The workers attespted to burn the strike flag, but it vas re-
covered by the scodents. Stones began to fly. Abowt 1355 hours, Arsy tToops and
armored cars sppeared to disperse the atudents; &t one point, soldiers fired imro
the air. At shout 1415, & man appeared on & baleony (some accounts said four men)
ovar Maders Strest and fired a rifle into the nlg; soldiers respondad. The nan
who had fired che rifle;, identified as a Jeweler, was detained. Later, other

ghota wara fired at arother downtown intersectfon. During the remaindar of the
afternoon and into the evening, troaps and polfee had a nusher of oncountets with
ptudents who were trying to form groups in the cepcer of the city. Studentas
barricaded the enttances to Univarsity ClEy with sutobuses which they commandeered
Throughout the night, Arey troops, using primarily armored cara, patrolled the
gity where trouble might develop and soma remained statiomed in front of the
Hational Palace in the Zocalo. HNumber of imjured in the day's action wan not
clear, with soss sources reporting four injured from rifle fire, and othors mome.

£, (U) On 29 and 3] Acgust, Army elesesce and police comtinued thelr patrels of
potential hot spots in Mexico City. Students attespting to organize in groups
were disporsed, and helicopters kept watch from the air. A reduced foree of foot
troops remained on guard at the American Erbasay, but the arsored cars had dis-
appeared. Mexico City newspapers of 29 August carried a stotement by Secretary of
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Defense Lt Cen Harcelins Garcila Rarragan in which ke stressed the Army's support
of President Diae Ordaz and declared that the military 414 not want a dictatorahip
of any ldnd in Mexico——eivil or military. Slogéos critical of Presildent Dias
Oedie wera chaerved on walls and buses. Students réported rumors of governmant
plans to use military troope Be eccupy bulldings and gprounds of UNAM and IPH in a
mova to deny the students macphalling areas.

5. () MHexieo Clty was calm but a little tense over the weekend of 31 August-
] Septenter. On 31 August, Army troope, sccompanied cccasionally by armored cars,|
were stationed in sensicive areas and patrolled school ereas. Several small
wtudent groups were disporsed. Army troopes dn the Mexico Clty ares remained on
full alert--restricted to offices and barracks, extending to includs the Santa
Lucia Adr Basa sbout 40 kilcmeters northeast of tha clity. Frosident Diaz Ordas
dalivered his fourth annual Informe (State of the Uniom Message) on 1 Septesber.
Be devorad over oms hour of his thres—hour speach to the student situation, offer-
ing some concessions, with the general tene belng one of firmmess. The mdlitary
guard lining the streets as the Presidest moved by vehicle from the Hational
Falace to the Chambher of Deputles (where the apesch was deliverad) was belieoved by
noimé obsexvers Eo be heavier than usual, posmibly becawse of rumore circulating
that an sttempt might be made on the 1life of the President. The cuatomary mounted| .
honor guard of milirary cadets preceded snd followed the presfidential wehicle.
SBoldiers in vehicles were spotted on imstant alert in variovs locations im the
eicy. Except for the arrest of 1l stodents who were distributing handbills, cthe
day was without thefdenc, At the monual military breakfast honoring the Presi-
dent, held on 2 Saptember and attended by military leaders from all over the
country, the prineipal speaker, Ma) Gen Abel J. Ororco, Commander of the 16th
Military Zona, pledged the fill support of the military to the President. The
student strike council declarad Ltself dissaciafied with the contents of the
President's Informe, end promised atudent sctilom on the streats would continue
untf]l a poblic deabate of the fssues was held and security forcea were withdTewm
from echool areas. On 3 Septesber, newspapers bheadlined stories with photographs
concerning unknown would-be saboteurs whe taped 26 sticks of dynamite to &
hiph-tension eleccrical line tower morth of Mexico City, The dymamite Eniled to
axplode becausa of a4 faulty conneccion with the tining mechandism. Had it exploded|

it would have deprived electriclty from much of Mexieco City. [E was speculated I
thar che dynamite, which was discovered on 1 Sepcember, was planted with the ldes

of blackimg out President Dlaz Ordaz" State of the Union Message whick was cazried
natioowide by radio and television.

6, (U) Through the firast two &nd cne-half weaks of Septeaber, the aituation
remained relatively calo. Mexieco Cicy began proparing for the annual Inde-
pendence Celebrations, to begin 12 September and culmipacing with the craditdfenal
"orite" ceremohy at the National Malace oo tha night of 15 September, followed by
the milicary parade on 16 September. The UNAM Rector, Javier Barros Sierra,
issuved a call for & yeturn to normaley and snmounced that UNAM classes would
resune 17 Septesdber. Duting the late afterncon end evening of 13 Septesher, the
students (estinnted to number about 26&,000) staged & “silest march” (some with
their lips taped shot), azain fron Chapultepec Park, down Paseo ¢e la Feforma,
anding at che Zocalo. The demoustration was entirvely without incfdent and ended
peacefully in the Zocalo at abeut 2200 heurs with the singing of the national
anthen. The guard of foot-soldlers, which had disappesred from the American
Esbessy oo § Septesber, resppeared on 13 September before the desonstration which
again passed izmmediately ic front of the Esbagsy. MHexico City mowed through the
Independence Celebrations without fmeident. Thera wers rumors that students would
boo soldlers during the military parade om 16 Septesber, but nothing materialised.

7. (U) At 2200 hours, 15 September, the pleture changed. In 8 sudden mova,
Arny troops oceupled the bulldings acd grounds of miversity Ciey, detaining 6-700
persons [(highest Figure aeeén was 765). Moat of these were studénts, bot sone
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parents &nd a fow feculty =echers wvere iocluwded. The operation reguired only
about 30 minutes; students offered no resfscanca and there wera no caspualtiea
raported. Timed with the action of the =ilitary, the government released & state-
pant declaring that the move vas tiken because of student thraats toe sabotage the
0lympilc Games ko be held in Mexdeo Clty in Octeber. The announcemont sald that
the UXAM buildinge, which are public property, had been selzed and uaed illegally
gince late July by students and non-students who were plemning amti-social and
possibly criminal activities. The amowmcesent contiooed that THAM'e sutonomy was
viclated by student strikers who isterfered im its sormal work, and troops were
sant in ko vestors order., The federal povernmernt has the comstitutional right nand
duty of maintaining the general order, wvhich Lncludes domestic universities, Che
announcement declared., The soldlers who evacuated the THAM bulldings found “halfl
da room full" of propaganda, sema imported from Cuba and some with a Chinesa
communiat slant. Posters on clasgroonm walls criticized the Mexican Government and
its leaders; insluded were pletures of Che Guevars and Mao. A quantiry of Holotow
coektails mleo was found. Students were marched oot of the buildings with their
handa in the air, sscorted by soldisrs. Soma were forced to 1ie prone, guarded by
armed soldiers.

B. (U} During the pericd 19=24 September, student groups roamed Maxlico City,
aroused by the military occrpation of UMAM. There were many clashes with police
mnd severzl with troops who Tesained on duty at University City and strests lead-
ing to 1it. In ac lesat ome clash, & studeat grouwp momenterily beat bBack police
with stomes, but Crafadecos (riot police) dispersed them. Tear ges was used by

police in several emcownters. Many students ware arrested. The UNAM Tector lssued

n statement criticiming che action as an uwwarTanted, "excessive” use of fores,
Secretary of Defense Garclo Barragen scated that the Army had no dnterest in
remaining in the URAM bulldings and that ther would be turned ever to umivezalty
aathorities as soon &8 requestad by them and autherired by presidential order. e
sadd the milicary would take owar the bulldirgs and grownds of IFH installacions
“only if warranted by clrcumstances™. Oa 19 Septesber the military guard st the
Asorican Enhesay was withdraun.

9, (1) In one clash begioning duclng the eveming of 21 Septembar and lasting inte

the darly aoroing houra of 22 Saptesber, police and riot pelics for a nimber of
hours were wnable to subdee and disperse a group of students in the Mexieo ClEy
area of Tlateloleo, near the Ministry of Foreign Rslations. Molotow cocktails
hurled by students capsed dasages to an aparteent bullding and ‘te the Foredgn
Mindstry itself. One Granadero (riot policeman) was killed, and estimates of the

anumbar of injured vent into the hundreds. Scactersd gunfire was hesrd and students

roasad the arca, eeizing bussas and painting signeo on walls. At about D140 hourn,
2? Septenber, about 500 soldiers led by a group of tanks arrived on the acens.
The pituation wes largely under contrel apd the troops patrolled the area. Ireni-
eally, an off-duty Army lleutenant, ldentified as Felix Benjamin Uriza Bdrron, was
charged with ki1ling the Crasaders. The lieutenént elaimed the Granaderos abused
his mother and tried to arrest hor. According to press accounts, afrer the
ancounter, the lieutenant went to his bems, changed Into his uaifors, and gave him-
goll up to police suthorities. The Diatrier Attormey’'s office sald 500 persenn
had besn arcested in the 21-22 September disorders. On 22 Septerber the AN
Raetar, Javier Darres Sicrra, sanounced his remignation, citing voerbal attncks
against him by leaders of the goversmeat Revolutionary Party (PRI), and the
ponaibilicy of “all kinds of pressure" against the University.

10. () Again during the night of 2324 Septesmber, the violence contioued in =any
areas of Mexico City. Three Granaderce reportedly were killed in flases when
students fired what was described as a homemade basooka from a school. At least
ong atudent was teported dead in the night's vieleance and an unknown oumber of
polica, atudents and other Injurad. Over £0 huses were selzad by atudents Ee use
ag barricades and over & dozem aet afire. PFighting spread cutside tha Faderal
Discrice and into Tlalnepantla in the Stvare of Hoxice on the cicy's northern edge.
Police foopht enipers Eiring from roofrops in the area of Vocational School He 1
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in Tlateloleos and thera was coosiderabls gunfire on the northwestern side of the
clty around the vocaticnal school at Ces=co de Santo Thosas. Additional injuries
aadfor deaths were reported in this last affray. Molotdv cocktails were thrown
&t police vehicles from rooftope. During 23 September; thore wes at least one
additional attack by gunfire on o preparatoery school by unidentified gunmen.
Early Iin the moraing of 24 September, Army units weres raperted patrolling in tha
area of Zacatenco in the northeastern part of the cicy, and in other troublsd
aress in the city"s center.

OO-MENRTS =

1. 27 Eatimates of the nunber of troops utilized in the 18 September occupatiom
of Universldty Clty weant as high as 10,000. This figere is belisved very high, and
batter estimated probably wounld ke about one—half thia figure. Cnits izwolwed
wvore not publicly identified, but cthey are presumed to be demencs of the Iafantry
Brigada, augmented by some personnel of the Presidential Guards and Paratroop
Battalion. DOn 23 September 19463, Brig Gen Alonse Agulrre Ranos, Chicf of the
Second Section, Secratariat of Hational Defanse, saild that press accounts of up

to 10,000 troops used were "much too high" (but he did pot quote a figure). Ha
sald that a Tesk Force organization had been ewasd again, &nd again vas commmanded
by Maj Gen Crisoforo Mazon Pineds, Commander, The Infantry Drigada.

3 jﬂ Press accounts said that Colonel Javier Vazquez Felix commanded the
battalion of troops used iv the Tlatelolico ares durdns the night of 21-22
Septesber. Colonel Vasques da 0 of the &34 Infanrry Battalion with hesdquarters
at Toluca, State of Mexico (part of the 22d Hilitary Zone). This marked the first
known inwelvement of troops from outside the iemediate Mexico City ares and gives
an indication of the growing pefdouaness of the situation.

. A Defensa representative sald on 20 Septesher that all Army unies,
including Ruralez, from ourside the ares vhich hed cope to participate ia the
16 September parade had departed for their home statfonas,

3. L&¥ The cccupation of Univernity City by scldiers signifies a new phase in
the Mexican Covernment's hardening attisuds towards the students. Cries of
"wiolation™ of fhe university's "autooosy™ are certain to increase; this wvas a
student—umifying factor after the disorders in late July. It al=o might Increase
student support £rom outside Memico City, not an imporcant Eactor thuam far, aml
there wera fumblinga of student support from Cuernavaca, Puebla, Daxacs and
inersased support from Momterrey where students continmed thedr strike In suppote
of Mexico City area.

" 7. (M A selection of newspeper photographa from Msxico Clry papera showing
Arey persomnel and wvehicles iowalwed in sctions descrited In this report is

atrached.
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