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SUBJECT : ST UD ENT SiiUATION I II MEXICO 

LATE IN J ULY WHEN MEXICO CITY STUDENTS WENT ON A RAMPAGE , 
THE GOVERNMENT SECURITY fORCES REACTED STRONGLY TO BRING 
THEM UNDER CONTROL. FOUR STUDEIITS WERE REPORTEDLY KILLED 
AND MANY INJURED. THIS BROUGHT CRI ES OF POLICE BRUTALITY 
AND INCREASED DEMANDS 011 THE PART OF THE STUDENTS . 

MEXICAII AUTHORITIES THEil SWITCHED STRATEGY, ALLOWIIIG THE 
STUDENTS i'R£TTY MUCH Of' A FREE REIN 0 11 DEMOHSTRATIOtiS AIID 
HIDICATING A WILLHIGI1ESS TO NEGOTIATE GRIEVANCES. THE 
AUTHORITIES THOUGHT THIS WOULD QU ICKLY DEFUSE STUD£NT 
AGITATION , 

THE STRATEGY HAS NOT WORKE:D. DURING THE PAST TWO DAYS , 
STU DE NT DISTURBAIICES HAVE INCREASED. THEY HAVE BEEN 
DESECRATING PUBLIC BUILDI NGS AND DENOUNC I NG MEXICAN 
OFF ICIALS , INCLUDI NG PRESIDE NT DlAZ ORDAZ. 

THE ACCOMPANYiflG CA BLE FROM MEXICO CI!Y TELLS OF PRESIDENT 
DIAZ ORDAZ'S DEC ISION TO SHIFT BACK TO A GET -TOUGH , IIQ
IIONSEilSE POSTURE liiTH THE STUDEIITS. YESTERDAY THERE WERE 
CLASHES BETWEEN STUDENTS AND SECUR ITY FORCES wiTH 
SEVERAL CASUALTIES. THE SLUM DWELLERS HAVE HOW JOlliED THE 
STUDENTS , ADDHIG All UGLY IIEW DIMENSI ON TO TKE SlTUATIOtl. 
Itl THE llEXT FE111 DAYS WE MAY SEE AM I NCREASED LEVEL Of' 
VIOL ENCE 114 MeXICO CITY. 

' AT Til l S ST AGE TH E VI OL ENCE I S NOT LI KELY TO AFFECT THE 
STABILITY OF THE DIAZ ORDA Z GOVERNMENT. BUT IT COULD 
SERIOUSLY AFFECT THE PRE-OLYMPIC ATMOSPHERE , WHICH IS 
PROBABLY WHAT THE STUDEHTS ARE AFTER TO fORCE PRESIDENT 
DlAZ ORDAZ TO ME::T THEIR DEMANDS , 
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PRES· DIAZ ORDAZ HAS DECIDED TINE. HAS cOHE TO PU T END " 
TO STUDfNT D ! SORO~~s. HE WAS REPORTEDLY DEEPLY OFfENDED 
BY STUDE NT SE I ZURE OF NAT I O"AL CA THEDR4L' AND f'L.Yi NG RED AND 
~HITE STRIK E BANNE~ ON N~T!ONAL FLAGPOLE ! N ZOCALO • 

2• SOURCE STATED THAT PRES iDENT HAS ORDERED ARMY, RiOT POLi cE 
AND POLI CE TO USE FORCE !F NECESSARY TO BREAK_UP ILLEGAL 
AC TIV! i!ES AND GATHERI NGS. SDHE CLaSHES HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
PLACE BE TWEEN PUBLIC SECUR ITY FORCES AND STUDENTS AN~ BETWEEN 
CAHPES i ONOS SU'PPORTiNG GOVi" AND STUDENTS• SEVERAL iN-JUR.EO• SOME 
SER i OUSL Y.• 

J, SOURCE EXPECTS INS T,NcES OF IS OL ATED VIOLE NCE THROUGHOU T 
CITi · IN NEXT' COUPLE OF Da YS BY RoViNG BANO S Oi STUOENTS • 

• · SOURCE ALSO STATES TH 1 T' STUDEN T' ~OVEMENT' WiS MAS TERM iNDED 
BY' THREE WELL KNOWN COMMUNIS TS! HE9~ R TO CASTIL LO• 
FAUSTO TREJO AND ELl DE GORTl~l • THESE MEN NOW HIDING ON CAMPUS 
NA Ti ONAL UNIVERSiTY 8UT 'AILL GE ARRES TED AS SOON AS THEY APPEAR 
OFF CAMPUS • 

S . STUOE~T GROUP SACD TO NUHSER AS OU T !000 WAS 8LOC~ED FROM 
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ZDCALO THIS AFTERNOON WtqH SOME VI OLENCE REPORTED, LABOR
CA HPES!NO GROUP REPOR TEDLY 50,000 iPR03A6LY EXAGGERATED ! 
DEMONSTRATED lN SUPPORT GOVT~ 

6. ~FTERNOON PRESS DENOUNCED' STUOENT ~XCESSES iN 8~NNER HEi&Li NES , 
QUOTING DEMANDS ALL SECTORS. Soc iETY At-10 PROMINEN T lNOtV iDUALS 
THAT' DISORDERS SE 8ROUG~r· TO END. 

7·, ARMY DETACHMEN T' 1 wrn<ouT ARMORED c•RS 1 cON Ti NUES TO GUARD 
EHB.i.SSY · 
FREEMAN 
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