Election Night News

and Voter Turnout:
Solving the Projection Puzzle
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Projections PST: Past 9 Presidential Elections

1984 Reagan- Mondale 5:00
1980 Reagan- Carter 5:15
1972 Nixon - McGovern 5:30
1996 Clinton - Dole - Perot 6:00
1988 Bush- Dukakis 6:17
1992 Clinton - Bush- Perot 7:48

Wednesday Morning (or later)
1976 Carter - Ford 12:30

Presidential Race

3:00 hrs
2:45 hrs
2:30 hrs
2:00 hrs
1:43 hrs

12 min

+ 4% hr

2004  Bush- Kerry: Kerry conceded 8:05am
2000 Bush- Gore: No unretracted final projection
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"Projections” Issued as Infallible Decrees
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Dan Rather, CBS, 1992
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PST Poll Closings
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By 5:00 6:00 7:00 8:00+
P.M. Pacific Standard Time
* includes 5:30 dosing in Arkansas (6)
Data above for 19888 elections.
For 1992000: 328, 436, 459, 539.
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Los Angeles County, 1974 - 2004:
30 years of hourly turnout data from 30 sample precincts
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Turnout each period as a percentage of all votes cast
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Projected elections
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6.8 Unprojected close .
elections (1976,
2000, 2004)
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Source: Department of Registrar-Recorder, County Clerk, County of Los Angeles
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Oregon Studies

Survey research: Portland
(largest election night poll
of registered nonvoters)

O0Natural expleri me
Eastern Oregon (hourly
contrast of two closely
matched counties)
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Finding Nonvoting Registered Portland - Area Citizens

| 28% unregistered

1

:- |8-12% donﬂ v
L

i
1
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| 71% registered

| 88-92% do vote

l

l

Among

all eligible
voting age
population
in Oregon
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Among all
registered
to vote in
Oregon &
living there
election day
68 % Obstacles: Main Reason Cited
Too busy (28%) for Not Voting
lliness/tired (21%) (n=676 Nonvoting
Out of town (7%) Registered Voters)
Worked late (5%)
Car problems (4%)
All other (3%) inc.
funeral, pregnancy,
long lines, guests,
weather, fishing.
8% Apathetic:. dondt care; uni|nf
8% Powerlesssone vote doesngt
6%Vague:o Just didndot, o6 refu
5% Alienation: bad candidates; bad system
3% Other:0Unregi stered, 6 slpo

2% Projections : 1/5 of 1% of registered
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