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Former Cole Captain Addresses Battalion
By MDN 2/C Emly Vaughn

n 17 February, Gonmander Li ppol d, forner com
nand ng officer of the LSS l e (OD567) spoke to the bat -
tdion Hsstirringaccout described the sobering details of
the 12 et ober 2000 attack onthe Gl e.

Qh the norning of Qtober 12, the USS (ol e was
dockingin Yenen for refueling After observing the proper
nooring and security procedures, (CR L ppol d renener s
sittinginhs cabnwen a sudden expl osi on threwh mout of
hisseat. Herecdledheinstinctivey knewthe ship hed been
attacked Ater gabbinghispistd, RLUppddranout to
see wat had caused thejat.

Uoon finding the bl ast area, he i nmedi atel y began
conduct i ng the energency procedures. Despite years of
training, nothing cou d prepare R L ppd d for such an un-
precedented situation. Nonethel ess, he knewthet the fate of
the ship and crewrested on a swft and deci sive response.
Wthin an hour, the wounded had been evacuat ed and t he
hi ghest | evel s of the Chain of Gormand i n the gover nnent
had been contacted and advi sed of the status of the ship.
(IR Li ppol d renenbered hi s reassuring phone cal | from
Resident Ginton

Later, ARLUppoddwoudlearnthe terrorist boet,
thought to be an aut hori zed garbage barge, had det onat ed
besidethe le. Qi o the over 300 personcrew over thirty
wer e wounded and seventeen |ives were | ost. Li ppol d espe-
cialy reneners the professiona i smof both officers and
enlisted inthe face of the chadtic and unexpected attack.
@i ng beyond the cal| of duty to save the ship and hel p the
wounded, the crewof the USS (ol e serves as a heroic and
admrabl e exanpl e for those wio wll be entering the Lhited
Sates Nwal servicee QR Lippods accout of the le
incidet wasavividandnoving nerrative of the trainng ad
expect ati ons each mdshi pnan wll be expected to uphal d.




A Day in the Field
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war dr oom  ‘“ wor-"drim

n. 1. On a warship, the
compartment allotted
for the comm ssi oned of -
ficers' neeting roomand
nmess. 2. Atermrefer-
ring to the comm ssi oned
officers on a warship
as a whole. 3. At GW
A term assigned to the
room at the GAJ NROTC
Unit in which student
or staff events, in-
struction, and neetings
take pl ace.
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by MIDN 4/C Buck Bobbin

The Marine (ption Mdshi pnen of The George
Véshi ngt on Lhi versity NROTC Battal i on descended upon
Mrine Qrps Base Quantico for a day of training on Sat-
urday, 25 February. The day began early at 0500 as gear
concerns and a | the stepping-off probdlens of afied exer-
cise were addressed outside of the supply buil ding.

Ater the approxinately 8 mile conditioning hike
lead by H atoon Cormander MDN 1/ C Price and Gaptai n
Verd, UBMG the Mrine Gficer Instructor, the platoon
recei ved hands-on training wth M16 assaut rifles a the
Ganp Barrett arnory. Hand-to-hand conbat trai ning, from
the Mrine Sergeants acconpanying the platoon in the
field, land navi gati on, and (bstacl e course i nstructi on vere
sone of the additional training eva utions the Mdshi pnen
vent t hrough.

A squad tactics and | eadership evolution, in-
structed by Srgeants and first -cl ass nidshi pnen who have
graduated the Mrine Qurps’ Gficer Gandidate School ,
or O3S was perhaps the nost useful training afforded to
the midshi pnen of the Bavo 3 Hatoon. Al second-cl ass
nidshi pnen were given the opportunity to lead a squad in
a land navigation assault upon an objective, wth other
third class and fourth cl ass nndshi pnen acting as fireteam
| eaders during the assaults.

In substitution of read M16 rifles, Mdshipnen are
arned wth rubber resinreplicas known infornal |y as “rub-
ber duckies”. Rfle nases such as “ Bang Bang Bang” and
“Kapp Kapp Kapp” wvere used to better sinlate a red
training environnent during the squad assaults.

Captai n Verd renarked to H at oon Sergeant MICN
second cl ass Kennedy, “God iraining. V¢ nade noney
toey aut inthe fidd”

The 25FB field exercise vias the first of two that
wll be executed during the Soring 06 Senester at G
NROC The second is tentatively scheduled for the third
weekend in April, and pronises to be longer and nore

chal | engi ng.




Captain Peter J. Healey: Farewell Tour

Alog career in ay fidd wll have it's share of ups
and downs, achi evenents and di sappoi ntnents. After nearly
28 years of service inthe Ny, Gptain Reter J. Heaey re
flects: "I don't have any regrets.” Reopl e wo can nake such
a statenent are hard to cone by. But after serving on five
different classes of warships on both coasts, Gyptai n Heal ey
has been abl e to see nearly every aspect of the surface navy,
and has found value in every tour of duty. Gyptain Heaey
takes pride inthe fact that never in his career did he need to
"cashinchips' o oy for ay of hispositios except for his
curent position as the conmanding officer of the George
Véshi ngton Lhiversity NROIC Lhit, an extrenel y sought af -
ter conmand, especi a ly anongst senior officers in the Vish-
ington OC area.

As his tenure as commanding officer here at GV
cones to a close, Gaptain Healey can | ook back on a suc-
cessful three-year tour. Wien asked what the nost revard
ing part of being the conmandi ng officer of the NROC unit
is, the Gptain's first response vas that he has the privilege
of watching two groups of students be conmissioned each
year. In addition, Gyptain Haey is hapoy to note that the
nunber of enlisted Sailors and Mrines enrdled in the Sea
nan to Admra programand the Mrine Enlisted Gommissi on
Educati on Program (MECEP) has expanded since his tour as
Q@ began. The Gaptai n expressed the inportance of having
enlisted nenbbers fromthe fleet side-by-side wth nadshi p-
nen, the Gficer Gandidates and Mrines hel p provide md
shipnen wth an enlisted perspective as well as val uabl e ex-
perience. Gyptain Healey can be cofident in the effective
ness of the GVNROIC program as he recei ves regul ar vis-
its fromgraduates fromall service sel ections wo return and
convey that they had been well-prepared by their NROIC
experi ence.

Wile Gyptain Healey's career as a Naval of ficer
cones to an end, the students in the GVNROIC unit are on
the verge of beginning theirs. Wien asked what graduating
students should keep in nind, the Gyptain responded that
nany new ensigns and 2™ |ieutenants wonder the sane
thing "Anl uptothetask? Do | have wat it takes?' Gyptain
Heal ey asserted: "V know for a fact that our graduates do
vel | vherever they go. Ater atineyouwll say 'l nat only can

dthsjoh bt | cancdoit vell' adyouwll loethejdo”

By MIDN 3/C John Urban

MDN of the Mnth

Febr uary

The Mdshi pnen of the nonth as sel ect ed
by the Battalion (hain of Gonmand:

MDN 3/C Guld received junior MIN of
the nonth for her exceptional perfornance
as the battalion Admnistrative Assistan.
Goul d vas recogni zed for her dedi cati on and
proactive attitude, which she denonstrated
by inprovingthe clarity of the MINregul &
tions and fitness repart qui de. Se vas

nomnated by MCN 1/ C Cheny- Peters.

M DN 2/ C Kennedy received senior
MIDN of the nonth for his dedicated ser-
vice as Bavo 3 platoon sergeant. He not

only organi zed gear for Senper H, but al so

showed exceptional |eadership by |eading
physical training when MDN 1/ C Frice,
Bravo 3 platoon commander, was unabl e
to attend. MDN Kennedy was noninat ed
by MDN Fri ce.

Each averd recipient recelves a letter of

commendation and a mlitary or |eader-
ship thened book.
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What’s the deal with...?
The NROTC Battalion Structure

Don't forget to visit
the GWU NROTC
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ONLINE!
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-unit challenge coin

www.gwu.edu/
~navyrotc/
shipstore.html
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by MIDN 1/C Chris Peters

Qr battalion is organized to paralel a Navy ship or Mrine
Qrps unit. Afirst-class (senior) nidshi pnan serves as the Battdion
Gmmanding Gficer (BA), and is responsible for the perfornance
and conduct of the 170 nenbers of the battaion. Assisting himis the
Battal i on Executive Gficer (BXQ, who nanages the departnent heads
and ensures tasks are acconpl ished and discipline is naintained. Qur
curent BOOis MDN 1/ C Joshua Lawson, and our BXOis MDN 1/ C
J. P. O Donoghue.

The BOO and BXO have a cadre of departnent heads who
perfaomthe day-to-day business of the bettaion These are al  first-
class nidshipnen who fill the billets of Querations Gficer, Admnistra
tive Oficer, Syppy Oficer, Infornati on Technd ogy Gficer, and Sailing
Oficer. Each departnent is dvidedinto divisions ad staffed by assi s-
tats. Exchdvisonislead by advision officer, wo is either a first-
class or second-class. The operations departnent, for exanple, has
two assistants (one second-cl ass and one third-cl ass midshi pnan) and
six dvisions (Ahetics, Dill, Mster-a-Ans, Sfety, Transportation,
and G ubs).

The rest of the battalion is divided into tw conpani es, A pha
and Bravo, each led by a first-class mdshi pnan. Al George Véshi ng-
ton midshi pnen formthe three platoons of A pha Gonpany. Bravo
Gonpany contai ns the Geor get own nidshi pnen, who have a pl at oon
of their own, the Mryland, Githolic, and Hward midshi pnen, who
share one platoon, and al Mrine otion nidshi pnen, who formthe
third Bravo platoon. Hatoons have between 15 and 30 neners, and
are coomanded by a first-class nidshi pran. A platoon sergeant, who
i s a second-cl ass nmidshi pnan, assists the platoon conmander by car-
rying ot admnistrative ad dscipinary tasks. Addtiondly, each of
the three squads that the paoon is dvided ino ae led by athird
class or second-class squad |eader.

In generd, then, first-class nidshi pnen are the officers of the
battalion. They hod al senior positions | eading departnents, conpa-
nies, and platoons. Second-class nidshi pnen general ly serve as as-
sistants to first-class mdshi pnen, and are the “enforcers” of pdicy ad
standards. Third-class nidshi pnen hol d positions as snal | group (squad
and fireteanm) leaders or as junior assistants to departnents or divi-
sions. Additionally, third-class nidshi pnen, who have recent neno-
riesof wat it isliketobenewin NNOG areinportant nentors to the
fourth-class midshipnen. Hnaly, fourth-class nidshipnen |earn the
besi cs: proper wear of the uniform tineliness, and other e enents of
nmlitary cuture. Wth this foundation, they are enpovered to take on
increasing level s of responsibility as they progress through the NROIC
program
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