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MAD News Flash:

· Student Research day at Frostburg State University

· Geo Tech 2003

· October Dinner Meeting

President’s Column by Martha Geores
Welcome to a New Year for the Middle Atlantic Division of the American Association of Geographers.  We are planning an exciting year designed to entice each of you to actively participate in MAD-AAG.  There will be dinner meetings, field trips, and an annual gathering at the University of Maryland in College Park.  There will be something for everyone, but if you feel left out, let us know and because I bet you have a good idea for a program!

Most of our members are in the metropolitan Washington D.C. area, but our territory is much larger than that.  We are planning activities to demonstrate our inclusion of our whole territory by having events in Frostburg (student research day), Baltimore (dinner meeting), and Salisbury (still in the works).  If you have suggestions, let us know.  Tara Wallace is special events chair, and she welcomes ideas. Also if you know of potential new members, direct them to our online membership form at:

http://www.gwu.edu/~madaag/member.htm

The themes for the year are inclusion and welcome.  The officers are set to work hard to fulfill these themes.  We’ll provide venues for get togethers, when you get the notices, put us on the calendar, and, of course y’all come. Below is a tentative calendar of MAD events for 2002 - 2004.

September 

25
Dinner Meeting - Guest Speaker ; Ed 

Redmond, King Street Blues, Alexandria, VA (See Up-Coming Events in this new letter)

October

21-23
NOAA Tech 2003, Silver Spring, MD

24 
Dinner Meeting - Guest Speaker

November

*
Luncheon - Field Trip National Park Service


Harpers Ferry, WV

19 
GIS Day, Montgomery College, 

Rockville, MD

21
Student Research Day, Frostburg, MD

December

*
AAG Christmas Party

January

*
Executive Committee Meeting

February

*
Dinner Meeting, Baltimore, MD

*
Iceland trip 

March

14-19
AAG Centennial Meeting, Philadelphia, PA

April

*
MAD Annual Meeting, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 

May

*
Winery Tour, Virginia

June

*
MAD Annual Business Meeting

*Dates to follow

Contact:

James McManus (Secretary)

School of Computational Sciences, George Mason University, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, 

Code 902.2, Greenbelt, MD 20771, Tel: 301-614-5262   E-mail: mcmanus@daac.gsfc.nasa.gov

Announcements

Student Research Day


The Mid-Atlantic Division of AAG is organizing “Student Research Day” conference. It will be a one-day event and will be held on November 21 (Friday) at Frostburg State University (Frostburg campus). The main activities will include research paper and poster presentations by Undergraduate, Masters and Ph.D. students.  Other activities might include Geography Bowl for the students. Faculty and other staff can be co-author of the paper and/or poster. However, students will only make presentations. Other program details will follow.

Though it is being organized by Mid-Atlantic Division of AAG, all of the students from area schools, colleges and universities are most welcome to participate.

Please encourage your students to participate and make presentation. Several best presentations will be selected and will be given awards and recognition.

For further information, please contact Shivaji Prasad, (E-Mail: sprasad@frostburg.edu  Phone: 301.687.4412) Department of Geography, Frostburg State University, Frostburg Maryland 21532

Guidelines for submitting an ABSTRACT FOR Paper and Poster   
Please submit the abstract via email (as an attachment) in Microsoft Word. Include the author(s) name(s) and institutional affiliation, address(es), and the e-mail address for the lead author. The title should follow in BOLD CAPS and, on the line immediately following, the body of the abstract. The due date for ABSTRACT submission is NOVEMEBR 1, 2003. If you are late, please let me know for possible submission.

The paper/poster abstract should not exceed 250 words, and should describe the presentations'' purpose, methods, and conclusions. Submission of an abstract conveys the right to include it in the meeting abstract booklet/program and on the conference website (when available).

For example 

              John Doe, Department of Geography, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5424, john.doe@wmich.edu

              THE INFLUENCE OF PAPER MILLS IN KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN

              This paper investigates the economic importance of....(etc.) [maximum 250 words] The body of the abstract must be single-spaced and without paragraph indentations. If the abstract contains more than one paragraph, an extra space should be left between paragraphs. Authors should carefully edit and proofread the abstracts they submit. They will be printed as submitted.    

              Papers should conform to a 20-minute time limit, which ideally will include a 15-minute presentation and 5 minutes of discussion. Please be sure that illustrations are of high quality and, when projected on a screen, can be read from a distance of 25 feet.

***********************************************************************************

Call for Nominations for AAG Standing Committees

At the AAG Annual meeting in Philadelphia, the AAG Council will make new appointments to a number of Standing Committees to replace members whose terms expire in 2004.  Appointments are for a 3-year period.  A list of the committees and the number of vacancies to be filled is provided below.

If you wish to nominate yourself or other qualified individuals for one or more of these vacancies, please notify AAG Secretary Kavita Pandit by January 30, 2004.   Please include the contact information for your nominee and indicate why you feel he/she would be suitable for the position.  

Please send nominations to Kavita by e-mail (pandit@uga.edu), fax (706-542-2388), or by mail to: Department of Geography, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-2502.

Affirmative Action and Minority Status.  2 Vacancies. The committee records grievances by members with respect to discrimination and graduate admission, hiring, employment, and career development; assists the executive director and appropriate committees (e.g., CSWG) in generating data that will clarify the status and progress of women and minority members in the profession; and monitors the participation of minorities in Association activities.

Archives and Association History.  2 Vacancies. The committee develops and supervises the Association's archives; encourages each AAG Division to retain its own archive or to transmit its materials to the AAG archive; advises and assists the Geographers on Film series; and schedules at least one session devoted to the history of geography at each annual meeting.

Globe Book Award Committee. 1 Vacancy. The committee selects the annual winner for the book written by a geographer that makes an unusually important contribution to advancing the science and art of geography.

Meridian Book Award Committee.  1 Vacancy. The committee selects the annual winner for the book written by a geographer that conveys the nature and importance of geography to the non-academic world.

Census Advisory Committee.  1 Vacancy.  The committee represents AAG members' interests in the programs of the Bureau of the Census and other data-generating government agencies including: kinds of data collected, improving migration data, geographic base units for data collection and presentation, and improvements in procedures for future censuses.

Committee on College Geography.  3 Vacancies.  The committee: fosters the development of programs and resources to support and enhance undergraduate and graduate education, and the preparation and continuing training of faculty, in all types of institutions where geography is taught.

Committee on the Status of Women in Geography.  3 Vacancies. The committee monitors and promotes enhanced status for women in the profession.

Constitution and Bylaws Committee.  3 Vacancies. The committee: assesses the bylaws of each affinity group, regional division, and specialty group to determine their compatibility with the Association's constitution and bylaws; responds to council requests to review proposed changes to the AAG Constitution and Bylaws and to interpret the Association's governance documents; and advises the council on fulfilling the spirit of the Association's constitution and bylaws.

Employment Opportunities and Career Development.  3 Vacancies. The committee: seeks to expand employment opportunities for geographers in business, government, and education; disseminates information about these opportunities; informs geography departments of changes in employment opportunities; develops faculty expertise in counseling students for employment in business and government; and develops annually a list of on-site employers for the AAG Convention Placement Service (CoPS).

Finance Committee.  1 Vacancy. The committee has overall responsibility for the Association's investment portfolio; reviews and recommends the balanced budget presented to the council by the AAG Treasurer; advises the council on the Association's financial policies; and responds to council queries regarding financial matters as requested.

George and Viola Hoffman Award Committee.  2 Vacancies. The committee solicits and evaluates proposals for funding Master's thesis and Ph.D. dissertation research on Eastern Europe (including Yugoslavia and any new entities forming within its borders) and awards appropriate prizes depending on funds available and the worthiness of proposals.  Support may also be extended for theses and dissertations on aspects of European (including Soviet and later Russian) phenomena and processes, both historical and contemporary, and for those comparing Eastern Europe with other world regions or individual countries.

Glenda Laws Award Committee.  2 Vacancies. The committee: selects recipients of the award made in memory of Glenda Laws to recognize outstanding scholarly contributions to geographic research on social issues.

Publications Committee.  4 Vacancies. The committee: advises the AAG Council on policies regarding all official publications of AAG; provides support for these official publications by raising issues ranging from publication style and content to the various sources and levels of financial support; clarifies the purposes of the AAG publications for the membership; serves as a constructive critic for publication editors; serves as a research body for the editors and the Council on matters related to Association publications; and reviews the operation of AAG Office publications annually.

Research Grants Committee.  2 Vacancies. The committee considers applications and awards appropriate grants, depending upon the funds available. For General Research Grants, Ph.D. Dissertation Research Grants (the Robert D. Hodgson Memorial Fund, the Paul P. Vouras Fund, and the Otis Paul Starkey Fund) and the Anne U. White Fund.

Scientific Freedom and Responsibility Committee.  2 Vacancies. The committee: collects, documents, and analyzes cases where bona fide geographic scholars have been restricted in the pursuit of their work or have been prevented from communicating or interacting with colleagues; assists and facilitates, through appropriate actions, the free development of scientific inquiries and exchanges whenever and wherever such developments have been restricted; assists and advises the AAG Council on general ethical issues facing the discipline; and cooperates and coordinates its activities with other scientific bodies.

Standards for Geographic Data Committee. 2 Vacancies. The committee participates in the formulation and review of standards for geographically referenced data, both nationally and internationally.



Call for Nominations for the 2005 AAG Honors and Nominating Committees

The AAG Council seeks nominations for candidates to serve on the AAG Honors Committee and the AAG Nominating Committee.  The AAG Council will prepare the final slate of candidates for both committees from the nominations received, and committee members will be elected in 2004 by a vote of the AAG membership.

Nominations for the Honors Committee can include persons (i) from the membership at large and (ii) from those members who have previously received AAG Honors (a list of previous honorees can be found in the AAG Guide to Departments).   Honors Committee members serve for two years and are responsible for making recommendations of awardees for various AAG Honors for Council consideration.  

Nominating Committee members serve for one year.  The committee recommends to the Council the slate of candidates for the AAG Vice President, President and National Councillor elections.

If you wish to nominate yourself or other qualified individuals for service on these committees, please contact AAG Secretary Kavita Pandit by January 30, 2004.  Nominations should include the contact information of the nominee, a brief biosketch, and indication that the nominee is willing to be placed on the slate of candidates for election by the AAG membership.  Please send nominations to Kavita by e-mail (pandit@uga.edu), fax (706-542-2388), or by mail to: Department of Geography, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-2502.

Upcoming Events

October 24
October Dinner Meeting

October 7-8
GeoTech 2003

Middle Atlantic Division - AAG

October Dinner Meeting

October 24, 2003

7:00 p.m.

“The National Map”

Program for revising the Nation’s base geospatial data

Presented by Barb Ryan

Associate Director for Geography

USGS

Bonjour!  Join fellow members and friends at:

la Madeleine French Bakery and Cafe

Address: 1915C Chain Bridge Road – Tysons Corner Center

Phone: [703] 827-8833

RSVP to Tara Wallace – Events Coordinator by Friday, October 17, 2003.
Tara.wallace@noaa.gov
(w) 301-713-1973 ext. 111 – please leave a message

(h) 301-990-0235

GeoTech 2003
The 11th annual ASPRS Potomac Region GeoTech conference will take place on

October 7-8, 2003 at the NOAA Auditorium and Science Center in Silver

Spring, MD.  Check the GeoTech 2003 website (www.geotech2003.org) for all

the details.  Highlights of this year's program include:

October 7--Workshops:  Choose from the following topics:

Morning Concurrent Sessions

· Remote Sensing and GIS Integration:  Up-to-date overview of spaceborne platforms and systems, digital image processing techniques, using remotely sensed data to produce geospatial information, and using ancillary GIS data to improve automated digital image analysis results.

· Issues Related to Licensing of GeoSpatial Professionals:  Includes professional licensing issues from a national perspective, the NCEES model law for GIS and photogrammetric practitioners, and an update on current licensing issues in the Potomac Region--especially in VA, NC, and MD.

Afternoon Concurrent Sessions

· Introduction to Using CORS (Continuously Operating Reference Stations): Intended for GPS data users.  Topics include:  GPS overview, CORS data and applications, positioning with CORS, OPUS (a utility for processing GPS data), accessing CORS information, 3-D reference systems, and future directions of the CORS system.

· Datums, Projections and Mapping Basics for GIS:  Fundamentals of geodetic datum and coordinate reference systems as they apply to GIS development. Includes Horizontal and Vertical reference systems and the relationship of State Plane and UTM Grid Coordinates.  Emphasis on the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS), High Accuracy Reference Networks, CORS, design/implementation of a local GPS network, and the importance of Federal, State and local cooperative activities.

October 8--Plenary Sessions

Featured sessions include:

· Keynote Address by Barbara J. Ryan, Associate Director for Geography, USGS

· “White House Commercial Remote Sensing Policy:  Status and Direction” -- presentations on the policy implementation by Federal Civil Agencies and DOD, with viewpoints/comments by private sector companies

· New Mission Updates--Landsat Data Continuity Mission and First Views from the OrbView-3 Satellite

· State-of-the-art LIDAR Applications--"LIDAR Mapping in Alaska: Bathymetry-Topography Data Merge" and "Dual LIDAR Application and Evaluation"

· Focusing on Global Threats, Global Aid, and Global Change:  "Mapping Terrorist Country Threats," "Strategies for Improving Humanitarian Response through Enhanced Vision," "Mapping for United Nations Relief Efforts." And "International Population Assessments using Multiple Geospatial Sources"

On-Line Registration

The Early Registration deadline is October 1, 2003--register before that date and save!  Conference fees are very low, and include lunch both days. Go the GeoTech website at www.geotech2003.org and click on "Registration." Link to our new on-line registration service, register, and pay with any of 5 different credit cards or check.  ASPRS Student Members who register by October 1 pay no registration fee.

New Member Promotion!

Special offer to non-members attending GeoTech 2003:  Register as a Non-Member, receive $45 credit towards new ASPRS Active Member annual dues. Students who register at the Student Non-Member rate receive a free 1-year ASPRS Student Membership (applies to new Student Members only).  To take advantage of either offer, send an email request to lpetting@usgs.gov for membership application instructions after completing the on-line GeoTech registration.


Life Members

Ronald Abler

Eric Anderson

Tom Baerwald

Howard Biel

Evelyn Bird

Karl Broom

Lee Burcham

Bess Burton

Charles Croner

Donald Dahmann

Harm deBlij

George Demko

John Garver

Fred Geisler

Gary Green

Jeff Hage

Keith Harries

Ray Honda

Gordon Hull

David Jones

James McManus

Eugene Kinerney

Richard Kott

Donald Lipinski

John Maher

Shelley Mastran

Grady Meehan

Judith Monte

Salvatore Natoli

Elaine Neal

John Neff

John Nichols

H. Noland

David Nystrom

J. Nystrom

Marie Price

Evelyn Pruitt

Richard Randall

Michael Ratcliffe

Douglas Richardson

Ralph Scott, Jr.

Sandra Shaw

John Starr

Bradford Thomas

Joseph Thornton, Jr.

Donald Vermeer

Samuel Walker

Joseph Wood



Other News
AWARD FUND STATUS REPORT

by Richard C. Jaffeson

As of this September, the current balance in the MAD/AAG Student Award Fund is $9,477 which consists

of more than $300 available in interest that can be withdrawn when needed for the student stipends. Additional interest should be available as the calendar year proceeds.

Last November, the Award Fund was able to provide $350 divided among four students who participated in the Student Paper Presentations at the SED/MAD conference in Richmond, VA.

This year the MAD/AAG Award Program is directed by Shijavi Prasad with Frostburg State University.

Since 1982, the fund has provided nearly $5,000 in student stipends while increasing its principle.

MAD-AAG OFFICERS (2003/2004)

Elections were completed for the 2003-2004 program year. Terms of office are July 1 through the following June 30.  Currently, the MAD/AAG website lists the elected officers for 2003-2004, and includes email addresses.

http://www.gwu.edu/~madaag/officers-2003.html

Chair: Martha Geores, mg129@umail.umd.edu, 301-405-4064

Vice Chair/Annual Meeting: David Kirkland, dakirtland@usgs.gov

Secretary: James McManus, mcmanus@daac.gsfc.nasa.gov, 301-614-5262

Treasurer: Molly Bown, molly@serer.gsfc.nasa.gov, 301-614-6616

Special Events: Tara Wallace, tara.wallace@noaa.gov, 301-990-0235

Student Awards: Shivaji Prasad, sprasad@frostburg.edu

Past Chair: Richard C. Jaffeson, jaffeson@erols.com, 301-847-0104

            Regional Councilor: Sheryl Beach, slbeach@gmu.edu, 703-660-6512



MIDDLE ATLANTIC DIVISION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS
MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM 2003-2004

[image: image2]
Send this application and payment to:

Molly Brown, Treasurer (MAD-AAG) 
2538 Rambling Court, Vienna, VA 22181. 
If you need to contact Molly, please contact her at 301-614-6616 or at molly@serer.gsfc.nasa.gov
[image: image3]
Basic Information:

NAME:

HOME PHONE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:

AFFILIATION:

WORK PHONE:

Method of receiving Newsletter:

Note: How would you prefer to receive your MADAAG Newsletter?

US Mail

E-mail

Circle the appropriate membership level:

Regular Membership (Current AAG Member)

$10.00

Regular Membership (Non-AAG Member)

$12.00

Student Membership

$8.00

Life Membership (available for AAG Member)

$120.00

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MAD-AAG 

[image: image4]
OFFICE USE: Check No.:________Date Received:_______Amount Paid:_________
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