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Examining the Past to

Understand the Future
Studying history through today's lens



Who We Are








  

        
        
                  

      
  
    












 



 


 With an unparalleled location in the nation's capital, award-winning faculty and access to some of the most important research repositories in the world, the GW Department of History offers an ideal platform from which to explore our past. Undergraduate and graduate students are exposed to a diversity of topics, from the Africa diaspora to the Cold War, from imperialism to urbanization, from the founding of Islam to Jewish history, from race relations to labor, law and politics. Students graduate with the knowledge and analytical tools necessary for success in a wide range of careers.
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The Washington, D.C., area offers a front-row seat to history. Students are immersed in their surroundings through trips to museums, battlefields and historical sites including the Folger Shakespeare Library, the Jamestown Settlement, the Gettysburg Battlefield, the Society of the Cincinnati and George Washington’s Mount Vernon estate.


Through the department's collaborative relationships with institutions throughout the region, students also have extraordinary access to historical documents at the National Archives, the Library of Congress, the National Security Archive and the Smithsonian Institution.


News and Events
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"Thanks to the History Department, I was able to learn fascinating subjects, conduct important research, conference with knowledgeable and attentive professors, and graduate feeling prepared for the future as a historian."


Max Skidelsky

BA '20
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For Bouchet Society Nominees, Research Ties to Advocacy 



March 18, 2024

Five Ph.D. students will be inducted into the Edward Alexander Bouchet Graduate Honor Society, which recognizes diversity and excellence in doctoral education. 
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How the Tenement Museum Got a New Tenant 



January 29, 2024

As one of two historians who consulted the Tenement Museum's new exhibition, "A Union of Hope," Professor Tyler Anbinder took a tour of the recently completed project.  
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Quito J. Swan Brings Global Links to Africana Studies 



September 14, 2023

As the new director of the CCAS Africana Studies Program, Swan strives to make connections—across disciplines, movements and oceans. 
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History Restored: The Untold Story of Black Civil War Soldiers 



April 28, 2023

History Ph.D. candidate and Marine veteran A.J. Cade was inspired by a forgotten Civil War regiment of all-Black soldiers and officers. Now, he’s bringing their legacy to life. 
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Plentiful Country: The Great Potato Famine and the Making of Irish New York 



March 12, 2024

Acclaimed historian Tyler Anbinder presents for the first time the Famine generation’s individual and collective tales of struggle, perseverance, and triumph. 
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Mungo Park's Ghost: The Haunted Hubris of British Explorers in Nineteenth-Century Africa 



January 25, 2024

Telling the full story of two failed British expeditions for the first time, Dane Kennedy argues that they provide fresh insight into British ambitions in Africa. 
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The Tarikh-i Ḥamidi: A Late-Qing Uyghur History 



November 3, 2023

The Tarikh-i Ḥamidi is an epic and tragic history from the region of Xinjiang in northwest China, the homeland of the Muslim-majority Uyghur people. 
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To Trust the People with Arms: The Supreme Court and the Second Amendment 



October 6, 2023

To Trust the People with Arms explores the remarkable and complex legal history of how the right to bear arms was widely accepted during the nation's founding, was near extinction in the late... 
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      Phillips Hall

801 22nd St. NW, Suite 335

Washington, DC 20052


 202-994-6230
 202-994-6231
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      Undergraduate Resources


MA Resources


PhD Resources
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