June 30, 1953
Athens, Greece

g KJ«" ¥
Dear Johmnys:

We bomrded the plgne at Tokyo at one @sme on June 25th and
then we stayed for one hour and a half. The members of the Comaltteo
and pome others came to see us off and I thought they would go home

80 I 4id not get off the plane while we walted for the mechanicel
repairm. However they all stayed and waved untll we finally storted.
They certainly werc kind to us and I appreciated thelr hol:
and the work they did to make my time there really valuable.
e were in Hong Kong about 9:00 a.m. the samé morning. Thero,

at the airport from the Governor General's office as

Consul-General, lr. Harrington, and his wife.
ady accepted an invitstion for that night to dine

mor General and to lunch the following day with our

1ese friend,

»}e I hed algo arranged for my refugee

had met in Paris last year, to come at 2300 p.m.
take us out to see the city.
s we tldied up, wrote columns and hed our lunch

ven came in wlth a Chinese American lady who is married
and living in Hong Kong. They drove us through 'back
streets and Dr. ien told us the story of the refugees and woL us

up to see where some of them lived, Thon we drove back to the ferry

and went across to H Kong proper where we met Mre Keswilck, a

British merchsnt whose firm, Jardine and C0., Own practically everys
fthing in Hong Kong. lir. Hatsumoto of the Gommittee had told us he ‘M
& friend of lir. Xeswick so I was pleased to meet both Mr. and
Keswick in the office when we romched there. Mr, Keswick




-

I will bring it home as some of you may be interested
18 the story of hov the oplun trade came abouts
aﬂu‘m-mmu. the hotel where lr. lughes, the
president of the Americen Club, wes walting to take us out. The arrange-
ment was ludiecrous because Dre %an had just taken us back on the ferry
from Hong Kong and now we were headed right back theres

I shook hands for sn hour with the Americen colomy - not very in-
teresting- and then wo crossed the ferry again to Kowloon where our
hotel was sltuated.

Maureen and I got Jx'esseﬂ in our very best and the Governor General's

car cameo to take us to dinner, this time in evening clothes and accom-
panied by a military alde, we drove down to the pler and climbed asboard
a 1ittle motor launch which took us to the other side vhere we climbed
out and I lost my slipper.on one of the steps. I fully expected to go
viﬁou%%*otrlovod it and then we got into another car and drove
half wey up the hill to Government House.

I should tell you that flying in you are struck by the beauty of the
harbor and I was thrilled by my first sight of sampans and Junks. It is
one thing to hear about boats all your life and another to see them.

The Governor General proved very pleasant ati dinner and he said

since he hod not sufficlent time to talk with me he hoped I would come
back the next day. I promised to drop in after lunch with our Consul
General.
’mrmmaomormmnmmmum
and he end the Governor put over the




n She Imew Rople wand Betty whon thoy used to Do in Bormudo.

ﬂmwh ferry gave us our first glimpse of the harbor
By nights It was really beeutiful with all tho colored 1ights vhich

_,m & thousand jewels. Thero was & moon, too, which added to
the besuty of the sceno.

Next morning et nine o'clock General Alroy came for us end drove
us to the Chinese Communist bordere. Ve saw the guards on the other
side of the bridge. The British slde is not too prosperous, mostly
hills and not much cultivable lend so that they can grow food. There=-

fore, thg must have food brought in from the Commmist side and also
111

they must allow people from the commnist side to come In and
their lend on the Hong Kong side of the border. They come across
driving 2 cow or a calf end carrying tools to work withe

or is guarded not by soldiers but by police who, I must

, goldlers. The heed of the police told us that nine

say, 100l

10 over the day before and were in "a bit of a mess"

refugees hod
were shot et by the Communists, they were all right.
of the fact thet Hong Kong is closed to refugees, sbout
very week. They are mostly professional people or

H0 have been questioned so often and bedevilled so

mach thet they con't stend it any longer.

Back at the hotel at 12 o'clock, having come over & rather re-
merkeble militery road which winds right over the mountains, the crossing
of the ferry begen ogain. This time the Consul-General's car and his
aide came and drove us up to elmost the top of Hong Kong mountain where

- we lunched with our Consul Generals Ve had a very pleasght lunch and
by Mr. Keswick agein. He belleves we would not have had a war
A% we hod followed the British and recognized the




?ﬂm ‘the American Consulf cor brought me to talk vith the
Covernor General. I talied for o half hour and then went back to
our hotel on XKowloon to find that my little Chinese Americen lady had
Brought merchants in with a number of taings to chooge from. Thoso
were faseinating, Hong Kong 1s & marvelous place to shop.

At five o'clock tho UN Assoclatlion came for me and we went to
vhet seemed t0 be a garden party. Everybody sat on the lawn and I sat
on the veranda vhere I was peppered with questions for almost an hour
and & helf. Most of the questions were slanted with Commmnist views for
there is quite 2 bit of pro-Commnist feeling among the Chinese in Hong

Kong.
Dr. vwen our refugee friend came for us thore a little after eight

and we went to 2 dimmer provided by him at his friend's house. Four
other refugoe men and five ledics were present and I got a good deal
of Interest out of hearing their points of view, all of vhich differed
on the China question.

After the Chinese dimner which provided us with nany things but
not much of anything, we went to see a real Chinese house built three
generations earlicr and a wonderful combination of old and new.

We 414 not got home ti1l late and at 8145 the next morning the New
York Times correspondent and his wife came to breekfast. He had Just
returned from Holaya and Indo chimandhohaabemuwm:mhthu
eree 80 I folt I should hear his point of vl.e\(. mus I left him I

Found two gentlonan from o Comittge romwnww :




.’..

Bengkok was our First stop and all the peoplo I eow
before vere down to groot us. Iho next 6top was Rengoon and
tho Babassy was out in full force, including Nergarot Fayoerweathior's
Caleutta camg next and our Conpul-General

deughtor, to moet moe
waited for us there in the pouring rain. Tho Honsoon had begun

and we all got very wot. Finelly we arrived in rewv Delhi where

I found Mrse Pandit walting for me. After 20 minutes tall, they

came to tell me we would be delayod at loast another 20 minutes

longer ag something hod gone wrong with the plene. I succeoded in
indueing #rse Pondit to go home and an hour later we were tolken into
tho city to etay 4in o hotel. I think we got to bed arcuni 4 a.m.

and at 8130 we hod some tea and I hed my hair done at 9:00. This

wac a wasto of time bocaupe my permenent has come out completely bo-
cause of the heat and climatic oconditions, ond the next day it was

as stralght as 1t could bo and a perfect nuisance. I wish I hod nover
tricd to lot it grow and yet I can't bring mysels to get it cut now

thet it 1o half grown.
ve aid two columns before leaving, hed some lunch ond went bacik
to the plane and took off at 2300 pems By thls time wo were delayed
g0 much that insteed of reaching Istanbul at 2:00 p.m. a8 wo had hoped,
we vere juet leaving New Delhi,
From Delhi we went to Dasm{and Belrut and we got into Istanbul by
5100 a«m. on Mondey morning. There, we found a rather wispy, wan
looking Conrul Gencral, iir, Nacoteo, walting for use I folt just as
Sudlty o8 poscible, He thought to teke us to a hotel neardy to bathe
rest but ve vore 4 0 g0 0 I and vhen he found
% %0 seo tho eity, ho poriked up and et 6130 he took ‘
tien 1elle and mm“nmm -




=G
wére not open 80 cardy. I was glad to soo them, howe
: I thought them finer than the onos in Indias
ﬁhﬁ‘m\ to- Hrs Hacateo's house where we had breakfast on
NMM baleony overlooking the Golden Horn. His wifo and
m w o Lok welcoming and all of them took us beck

to the plane.
; Fron Istentul ve had our firet trip in a Sritish comet end vo
arrived in‘lmhm 8 1ittlo ahoad of time. This coused much consters=
nation becouse all of tho American Embagsy could not come to moot ue.

There wes quite emough of them, however. June 20th 48 the King's
name day and the members of .tho Eubassy were in chureh celobrating
the occasions Everything wes closed 0 we unpacked ond bathed and
hod lunch. Them we d1d a colwm ond I dlctated the first draft

of the articlo on my interviev with the Emperor and Bopross of Japans

After this I wrote somo lotters and Adlal GStovenson came for too et
five and spent an hour with me. He hos hed an interesting trip end
in epite of his heetle travelling, he looks well. He 1s just bask
from Belgrade and why LOOK megazine is heving him write an article
about Yugoslevia as well as me, I don't lmow, The reporter who is
anying Hrs st from Look_ is mystified also and told

Heureen £0s He 16 sending a cable to . Lowe and perheps they may
change =nd have me do an article on something elso, if they want
somothing different. They have alresdy peld mo 1,500 dollars so I

think thoy will probably teke ay article though heaven lmows when
they will publish 14,

!anntnnenowt.osowthmim‘ﬂ“mh
Faris. icureen is about resdy o 50 to sloep end this pex
Off until sometimo later, but I thought 1% was
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