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he demise of democratization as a rationale for United States foreign

policy is all too evident. One must now ask which leitmotif will re-

place it. I suggest the principle of primacy of life as the normative founda-

tion for American foreign policy. At the core of this principle stands the

recognition that all people have a right to life, generally understood as a
right to be free from deadly violence, maiming, and torture.

The right not to be killed, maimed, or tortured is enumerated in
the 1948 United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
enshrined in the American Declaration of Independence, in which life pre-
cedes both liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It is reflected in such reli-
gious concepts as “we are all God’s children” and in the Jewish notion that
he who saves one soul, it is as if he has saved an entire world.

Many tend to view the improvement of security—or the protection of
life—as antithetical to individual and civil rights. Critics warn that in the
quest for security, a nation may inadvertently become a police state. These
are indeed valid concerns; each nation must constantly wrestle with the
extent to which the protection of life can be advanced without undermining
legal and political rights. Nonetheless, one should not overlook the primacy

of the right to life.
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