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Lunch . With 3 Prospective Bombers 
By AMITAX ETZIONI 

Last Sunday I met three would-be bomb- 
ers, two young nien and a young woman 
ir-lioni 1’11 call Jim, Dick and Sally. As far as 
1 could tell, they have not participated in any 
terrorist act nor do they really intend to. Nev- 
ertheless, they were full of “hip” talk about 
“blowing things up,” and they professed ad- 
niira tion for the Weathermen’s actions. 

“If I had my way, I would blow up the 
bridgcs and stifle Manhattan,” Dick main- 
tained. 

Jim showed his expertise: “It would be 
easy to blow a hole into the T-Z (Tappan Zee 
Eridge), but it would not stop the traffic for 
long. On the other hand, i t  is more difficult to 
get to the cables of the George Washington 
Bridge. But if you got to those-you’d bring 
down the whole thing.” 

“It’s no1 that difficult,” Dick protested, 
“just four or five feet above the ground.” 

“Yes,” J im demurred, “but you could 
work uiider the T-Z and have as much time as 
you want, while evcryone would see you 
working on the cable.” 

I interjected at this point. “What about all 
thc pcople on those bridges?” 

“They will be called,’’ Jim explained. “We 
will tell them that they have 16 minutes Lo get 
off. We are  after the property system, not thc 

“Well,” I wondered aloud, “what about t h e  
jnnilor who was overlooked in the Querns 
Court I-iousc, and the young Ph.D. in the lab 
in Aladison?” 

Dick countrrcd, in what sceniecl a ccim- 
~rleto non srquitur: “And what about all the 
death in Viclnam?” 

S;i.lly thought “that anyhow the bonks will 
hc first to be hit. I was afraid to go cn.sh ZL 
check on E‘rida.y.” 

The conversation took place on II. snburbn II 
lawn. Tho threc young people wcro all untler 
30 but close to it. Dick is the son crf a, top ex- 
ecutive of a middle-sizcd Illnnhattim firm. 
J im is the son of a ncighbor, zi retired coin- 
modity broker. Sally is Dick’s girlfriend. 
A SIi;~rcrl 1Tntrrd 

people.” 

1:ijIli 1+11.1; : ind Jim crinir f t x i i i i  f:iiirilin ; 

plc, alrnn~: l  hippie l ivrs .  I‘lie p:ii’cnts cipi.iil,v 
s1im.e tlit:ii. sons’ hatred for “ttir systrin” :!nil 
respond a.tlmiringly to most thiiijy “lho rliil- 
dixm” come lip with. Our host!;, JXck’s fatlivr 
awl mollirr, wcre matchlng their sims’ rslrr- 
mist j;iygnii. “The system Is rotlcn n t  i l io  
core,” cspl:iiiied thc father i n  pixsing. 

The youth rcbcllion is eiit.ompn::sln[;; (t 
riiovrs hcyoiid politics and fa.shions in a n  c ~ i l l ~ n  
lifa st.yle. IXclc is making films, in Uic Vil- 
lage, to promote “the cause,” 8.n n,clivity t1i:i.t 
produces little income. Thus, at 28, ha  3s liv- 
ing off his parents, sleeping late, h:inf:iny: 
around the house most of the day and staying 

I!WI. : l ~ . r ‘  ~ l i l ~ l l l ~ ~ ~ : i ~  W I I  ()fr r ) I i t  I ~ . : ~ ~ I  rllliis: : llll. 

out late with one girl or another. J im went to 
France to avoid the draft after flunking out of 
two law schools in the United Statcs. He fi- 
nally reccivcd a law degree froni sonie little- 
known school, and is now studying law i n  New 
York City. )?e. too. lives a t  home. getting up  
a t  noon and st.uclying n t  nigl~t. All thrrc are  
surprisingly relaxed human bclngs. Sitlly’s 
talk is almost slow. Dicit ;md Jim scrni as if 
they have a l l  the time in the world. Sund:ty’s 
lunch, which sk i r ted  a t  3 p n i . ,  stretchrd into 
the early evening hours. L i q o  ainounts of 
Sangria, FMam clieesc and Spiinish sausiigrs 
with French hrcctcl wcre consuinrd. I saw no 
drugs. The youlhs wore tlicir hair not niiich 
longer thnn A1:iyor Lindsay luis  of late. They 
were clean and sportctl no lovr bends. With- 
out their faded jmns  they cnul~l  c:i.sily go 1111- 
noticed among <my bank’s clicntclc. 

They may best bc chrrrncterized iis symp8- 
thizers, who far outnumber the actual bomb 
throwers in c.ac:li revolutionary niovcment. 
They cnic be tlranti into violcnL action, cnpr-  
cially if they believe that the Inovcmeul li:is :I. 
fair chance of soccecding i n  thc struggle 
agn.inst the Governnicnt. On i.lie otiirr Iiand, 
:is long as bombers are nrrrslwl falrly frr- 
qrrrntly and iwceivc sevccc pcnii::hii,rnts, 
thr:ie symp:itliimrs will st:iy oi l  their lawus. 
‘rliey will still provide the Iinrd-core terrorists 
wltli monc:y, iii rornin.tion. occii:~iona.Ily shcltcr 
tind alrv:iys wllh s.vmpai,hy. ‘J’hey constitute 
t l ic  o c r m  in wtiicli tlie urban giierrillirs swim. 

‘Doing Your Own Thing’ 
“l4’Ii:il wrriilrl you :irhirvt? I!y blowing up 

sonit? b;ttikS or britlprs?” I ael i r t l  whrn coffct? 
W:IS sri’verl. 

” Jim was indigiiviil. “hlaii, tliig 
Is :I 11 o l t l - ~ ~ c n + ~ ~ ~ ; i . t  ion liaiig-up. Doing your OIVII 
tliing Vi w11:i.t cotint~.” 

“Yc:di.” Dick conciirrcd, “Slialte it 1111. 
Sliorv i t  iip.” 

!;ally fiiiriiii:w(l, “ I f  peoplr:’:: wisliiii;; 11i:i.- 
cliliii-:: w-wild c r a w  to woi.1~- piiwcr f:tihwvs, 
you 1m)w - tlicy could not. t akc  it, :inil thry 
woi 11 tl f i 11 ally I c1,l.l. ’’ 

I 1ei.c r ~ l i i i ~ s l  eruptctl. “;VIinl rioii::rii::c.. 
ljrl.’:; forr:i.t for tlir: iiinnirnt Iiir qiir:;lioii of 

ol i i l io i i .  1 7 h I  l : i * r ( l  f > f  , / i  . I , ;  
llir I 1  II p l 1  (111 lLl‘l\t; 111) : I  l’..,V [‘i:Il 
mill  t l i i c :  : i i i i i i i i i j i  Io, w1i:rt r;ill iI :ii~(~uriijili!:li?” 

“Yrr i r  c.:m’l l(!ll,” 1 bicit i.r])liwi. “Yoir w i i -  

I l l i t  J)l:lll 11. lY?vc)lllilW. L ) r i  yiiu tliiiik 8 t : t l i n  
1:iic.w. w l i r r r  1.v i ~ o l r h v l  a, 19,tnI:. tI i : l t  it. woiibl 
l ~ ~ : t t l  til 11. I~. i~vil I l i l l i l i t ’ !  ll’licit I , i , i i i r i  stiirlied, c l i d  
111: visii:i I Lzv hi i iwu‘ 81. rvwiiif itm:i.ry h i  r k r ?  
Yoir try I1iiii::s. Y o i i  t)lor-; 1Iiiii;::i up. If t l i i l i  
wciii’t  wiirlr. IV(- ’$rill t ’ y  ::oiiirIIixng cl::~:. Ally. 
1lr,w-.-nrluv 11. i:: i l t r 1 c  Io :irt. rv(> :j,ri> 

nl:t<l. . . .” 
S:~lly’ ~ p i ~ k ~ !  :oftl,,V, < I ~ ‘ , . I - ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ~ :  h r r  vis:ioti. 

“3- 1111 j;i>t t i )  I l i c  tiaiilJas, v~lili~li i.: whcrc their 
money is. Ant1 1.~1 lhv l ~ c ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l  briilclin~y and to 
the armories iI.nd to thr bridges. . . . You 


