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 Guide Books 
 

The Special Collections Department holds a number 
of Washington, D.C. tourist guidebooks from the 19th 
and 20th centuries.  In addition to being useful in the 
study of tourism and how Washington D.C. was 
marketed, these often overlooked books are excellent 
resources for everyday details such as hotel room rates 
and names of hotels and restaurants long gone and not 
described elsewhere.  They often contain detailed 
street maps, and illustrations as well as advertisements 
and descriptions of sites, restaurants, and hotels. 
Images or postcards of particular businesses and sites 
may also be found in the Special Collections Graphics 
Collection and Charles Suddarth Kelly Photographic 
Collection on the History of Washington D.C. 
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African American Heritage and Multicultural Guide: A Guide to African American and Multicultural 
Attractions in Washington, D.C.. Washington: Washington DC Convention and Visitors 
Association, 2000. 
Call Number:  E 185.93 .D6 A37 2000 
 
The Airways Guide For Visitors to Washington. Washington: Airways Guide Pub. Co., 1960. 
Call Number:  Ephemera 159  
 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers.  The Washington Electrical Hand-book: Being A Guide 
for Vistiors From Abroad Attending the International Electrical Congress, St. Louis, Mo., September, 
1904.  Washington, D.C.: Published under the Auspices of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, 1904. 
Call Number:  TK 25 W3 A5 
 
American Oil Company. What to See in Washington: Map and Guide Book. Chicago: Rand McNally 
& Company, 1940. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 107 
 
American Society of Civil Engineers. A Guide to the Civil Engineering Landmarks of the National 
Capital Area. Washington: National Capital Section, American Society of Civil Engineers, 1973. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .G85 1973 
 
An Illustrated Guide Book to Washington, Mount Vernon, Arlington, etc., etc. Comprising Also, A 
Description of the Route from New York to Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, and Richmond.  
New York: American and Foreign Publication Co., 1875. 
Call Number:  F 198 I298 
 
Applewhite, E. J. Washington Itself: An Informal Guide to the Capital of the United States. New 
York: Knopf, 1981.  
Call Number:  F 192.3 .A7 1981 
 
Atlantic Research Corporation. What to See in D.C.. Alexandria, VA: Atlantic Research 
Corporation, 1960. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 189 
 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Guide to Washington. Baltimore: Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Co., 1913.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 160 
 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. Washington, the City for All Americans. Baltimore: Traffic 
Dept., Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 1955. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 191 
 
Birkhead, Kenneth M. and K. R. Harding. Your Guide to Washington, D.C.. Washington, 1954.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 199 
Bohn's Hand-book of Washington, Illustrated with Twenty Engravings of Public Buildings, etc.. 
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Washington: Cassimir Bohn, and Taylor & Maury, 1852. 
Call Number:  F 198 B67 
 
Brook, C.H., Washington, the Nation's Capital: the City Beautiful.  Washington, D.C.: Maurice Joy 
Engraving Company, [191-?]. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 B76 1910z 
 
Brooks, Hobart.  What to See in Washington and Where to Go: Official Annual.  [Washington, D.C.]: 
The Brooks Co., 1922. 
Call Number:  F 199 W52 
 
The Centennial Guide to Washington and Its Vicinity: Compliments of the Imperial Hotel.  
Baltimore: [s.n.], 1876. 
Call Number:  F 198 C46 1876 
 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States. Visitors Guide: Handy Pocket Guide to the Nation’s 
Capital. Washington: Visitors Guide, 1965.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 203 
 
Choukas-Bradley, Melanie. City of Trees: The Complete Field Guide to the Trees of Washington, 
D.C.. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987. 
Call Number: SB 435.52 .W18 C48 1987 
 
The City of Washington and Its Neighborhood.  [United States: s.n., 185-?]. 
Call Number:  F198 C57 1850z 
 
Diamond Chatterbox. October 13, 1940. Washington: Diamond Cab, 1940. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 197 
 
The Diamond Chatterbox of Washington, D.C. April 6, 1947. Washington: Diamond Cab, 1947. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 186 
 
The Diamond Chatterbox of Washington, D.C. May 5, 1957. Washington: Diamond Cab, 1957. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 187 
 
Downtown Progress. Downtown Washington: A Walking Guide. 1976. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 102 
 
Drake, Alice Hutchins.  The Key to Your City.  [Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1919. 
Call Number:  F 299 D76 
 
Dulin & Martin Co. Places of Interest in Washington and Vicinity, and How to Reach Them.  
Washington, D.C.: The Company, [191-?].  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 103 
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Elliot, William.  The Washington Guide: Containing an Account of the District of Columbia; its 
Capture by the British, in 1814; Abstract of the General Laws of the Corporation ... List of the 
Officers of the Corporation ... City Post Office; Rates of Postage; Judiciary; List of Banks and 
Directors, in Washington and Georgetown; Diplomatic and Consular Agents Residing in 
Washington; Botany of the District of Columbia.  Washington, DC: S.A. Elliot, 1822.  (SPEC also 
has 1826, 1830, and 1837 editions) 
Call Number:  F 198 E45 
 
Elliot, W.J. Editor.  Washington: C.T. Hunter's Official Guide Book.  [Washington, D.C.]: Hunter, 
c1909. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 W29 1909 
 
Ellis, John F.  Guide to Washington City and Vicinity: A Complete Hand-book, Directing the 
Stranger How to Find Its Public Buildings, Churches, Hotels, Places of Amusement, Horse Cars, 
Miscellaneous Societies, Newspapers, Cemeteries, etc. ... Also, A Guide  to the Principal First-class 
Stores in the Various Lines of Trade.  Washington, D.C.: John F. Ellis, 1868. 
Call Number:  F 198 E472 
 
Evelyn, Douglas E. On This Spot: Pinpointing the Past in Washington, D.C.. Washington: Farragut 
Pub. Co, 1992. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .E84 1992 
 
Federal Writers Project.  Washington, City and Capital.  Federal Writers' Project, Works Progress 
Administration.  Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1937. 
Call Number:  F199 F38 
 
Federal Writers Project. Our Washington: A Comprehensive Album of the Nation’s Capital in Words 
and Pictures. Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co., 1939. 
Call Number:  F 199 .F37 
 
Federal Writers’  Project. The WPA Guide to Washington, D.C.: The Federal Writers’  Project Guide 
to 1930s Washington. New York: Pantheon Books, 1983. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .W28 1983 REF 
 
Fitzpatrick, Sandra and Maria Goodwin. Guide to Black Washington: Places and Events of Historical 
and Cultural Significance in the Nation’s Capital. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1990.  
Call Number:  F 205 .N4 F58 1990 REF 
 
Fitzpatrick, Sandra and Maria Goodwin. Guide to Black Washington: Places and Events of Historical 
and Cultural Significance in the Nation’s Capital. Rev. ed.  New York: Hippocrene Books, 1999. 
Call Number:  F 205 .N4 F58 1999 
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Force, William Q.  Picture of Washington and Its Vicinity of 1845 ... to Which is Added: the 
Washington Guide, Containing a Congressional Directory, Residences of Public Officers, and Other 
Useful Information.  Washington, D.C.: W. Q. Force, 1845. (SPEC also has 1848-1850 editions) 
Call Number:  F 198 F69 
 
Gall, George H.  Washington: Industrial, Commercial and Civic Features of the National Capital of 
the United States.  Washington, D.C.: Washington Chamber of Commerce, 1908. 
Call Number:  F 199 G16 
 
Gall, George H.  The Capital of the Nation: Descriptive of the Most Important Features of America's 
Most Beautiful and Interesting City.  Washington, D.C.: Joint Committee on the Jamestown 
Exposition, 1907. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 G34 1907 
 
G.A.R. Guide to Washington:  With a Brief Description of Some Points of historic Interest on and 
Near the Line of the Baltimore & Ohio R.R.  [Baltimore: Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 1982]. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 G27 1892 
 
Gottesman, Roberta, ed. Finding Fun & Friends in Washington: An Uncommon Guide to Common 
Interests. Alexandria, VA: Piccolo Press, 1994.  
Call Number:  F 192.3 .F56 1994 
 
Greeters' Guide to Washington: Giving Location and Description of Principal Points of Interest, 
Public Buildings, etc., etc., Illustrated with Reproductions of Latest Photographs.  Washington: 
Charter No. 31, Greeters of America, 1922.  (SPEC also has 1924, 1925, 1928, 1934, and 1938 
editions) 
Call Number:  F 199 G73 1922 
 
Guide to Washington. Philadelphia: Pennsylvania Railroad, 1959. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .G86 1959 
 
Haley, William D'arcy (editor).  Philp's Washington Described.  A Complete View of the American 
Capital, and the District of Columbia; With Many Notices, Historical, Topographical, and Scientific, 
of the Seat of Government.  New York: Rudd & Carleton; Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co.; [etc., 
etc.], 1861. 
Call Number:  F 198 P57 
 
A Hand-book to the National Capital.  Brooklyn-New York: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Washington 
Bureau, 1897. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 H35 1897 
 
How to Know the National City, Washington, D.C.. [Washington, D.C.]: Anderson & Company, 
1894. 
Call Number:  F 199 H69 1894 
 



Gui de Books 6 
Inauguration Guide to and Map of Washington and Its Environs, Together with Concise Historical 
Sketches of Many Things and Places of Interest to the Visitor to the Nations Capital.  Washington, 
D.C.: Wm. M. Wright, 1897. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 I52 1897 
 
International Geological Congress.  Guide to Washington and Its Scientific Institutions >>>  
International Congress of Geologists.  Fifth Session, Washington.  1891 ... Prepared by the Local 
Committee for the use of the Congress.  Washington, D.C.: [s.n.], 1891. 
Call Number:  QE 97 I6 
 
Interstate Map Co. The “Red Book” Information and Street Guide of Washington, District of 
Columbia Including Chevy Chase, Bethesda, Edgemoor, etc.. New York: Interstate Map Co., 1932. 
Call Number: EPHEMERA 188 
 
Jarvis’  Free Guide Book to Washington. Washington: J.F. Jarvis’  Photographic Emporium, 188-. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .J36 1880z 
 
Keim, De B. Randolph.  Washington and Its Environs: An Illustrated Descriptive and Historical 
Hand-book to the Capital of the United States of America.  Washington, D.C.: For the Compiler, 
1874.  (SPEC also has 1875-1876, 1878-1879, 1883, 1885, 1888 editions) 
Call Number:  F 199 K27 
 
Lockwood, Mary S.  Columbia Guide to Historic and Modern Washington.  Harrisburg, PA: 
Harrisburg Publishing Co., 1897. 
Call Number:  F 199 L81 
 
Medairy, Glendour.  The Red Book of Washington: Descriptive of the Social and National 
Institutions, and the Musuems of Science and Art, of the National Metropolis.  Washington, D.C.: 
[s.n.], 1881. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 M38 1881 
 
Merkle Press. This is Your Washington. Washington, 1962.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 158 
 
Monroe, Harriet Earhart.  Washington, Its Sights and Insight.  New York, London: Funk & Wagnalls, 
1903. 
Call Number:  F 199 M75 
 
Morrison, Joseph.  Illustrated Dime Hand-book of the National Capital: the Most Complete Guide to 
the City of Washington Ever Published.  Washington, D.C.: C.W. Brown & Co., 1884. 
Call Number:  F 199 M87 
 
Morrison's Stranger's Guide for Washington City and Its Vicinity.  Washington, City:  William M. 
Morrrison, 1842.  (SPEC also has 1852, 1860, 1866, 1876, 1887 editions) 
Call Number:  F 198 M86 1842 
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Murray-Aaron, Eugene.  Washington, the Federal City: An Illustrated Guide-book Descriptive of its 
History, Official Life, Points of Interest and Environs.  Philadelphia: Levytype Co., 1892. 
Call Number:  F 199 M9 1892 
 
The National Capital Explained and Illustrated: A Convenient Guide to All Points of Interest in the 
City of Washington.  Washington, DC: Devlin & Company, 1871.  (SPEC also has the 1872 edition) 
Call Number:  F198 N27 
 
National Park Service.  Your Washington: Pocket Guide to the Nation’s Capital. Washington: U.S. 
G.P.O., 1966. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 180 
 
Parton, Mary Field.  Your Washington.  New York; Toronto: Longmans, Green and Co., 1938. 
Call Number:  F 199 P27 
 
Pennsylvania Railroad.  Guide to Washington. [s.l.: s.n., 193-?]. 
Call Number:  F 192 3 G86 1930 
 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Hand-Book of Washington. Philadelphia: Allen, Lane & Scott, 1894. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 105 
 
Picture of the City of Washington: Being a Concise Description of the City, Public Buildings, &c. 
Accompanied by a Correct Map.  [Washington]: B. Homans, 1836. 
Call Number:  F 198 P6 
 
Points of Historic Interest in the National Capital, Selected by the Committee on Marking Pointsof 
Historic Interest.  [Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.P.O., 1929]. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 31 
 
Powell, Ron and Bill Cunningham. Black Guide to Washington. Washington: Washingtonian Books, 
1975.  
Call Number:  F 192.3 .P68  
 
President’s Commission on the Celebration of Women in American History. Women Who Made 
History: A Guide to Women’s History Sites in Washington, D.C.. Washington: U.S. General 
Services Administration, 2000. 
Call Number:  HQ 1439 .W3 P73 2000  
 
Rand McNally & Co.'s Pictorial Guide to Washington; Including Complete Descriptions of the 
Capitol, Library of Congress, White House, the Departments, Mount Vernon, Arlington, and All 
Other Points of Interest.  Chicago; New York: Rand McNally & Co., 1910. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 R25 
 
Rand McNally & Co.'s Handy Guide to Washington and the District of Columbia/ by Ernest 
Ingersoll. Chicago: New York: Rand McNally, 1897. 
Call Number:  F 199 R175 
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Rand McNally Washington Guide to the City and Environs: with Maps and Illustrations.  Chicago; 
New York: Rand McNally, 1915. (SPEC also has 1917 edition) 
Call Number:  F 199 R193 
 
Richstein, William F.  The Stranger's Guide-Book to Washington City, and Everybody's Pocket 
Handy-book.  Washington, DC: W. F. Richstein, 1864. 
Call Number:  F 198 R53 
 
Rider, Fremont.  Rider's Washington; A Guide Book for Travelers, with 3 Maps and 22 Plans.  New 
York: H. Holt and Company, 1922. 
Call Number:  F 199 R54 
 
Royal Blue Line.  Washington Tours, Season 1916.  [Washington, D.C.: The Company, 1916]. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 R68 1916 
 
Scandinavian Airlines System. SAS City Portrait: Washington. Scandinavian Airlines System, 196-.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 195 
 
Shosteck, Robert.  Guide to Trails Around Washington, with 32 Trail Maps and Detailed 
Descriptions of 45 Hiking and Camping Trips--Swimming Places, Geology and Natural History, 
Historic Lore. [New York: Printed by Rololith, 1937]. 
Call Number:  F 199 S565 
 
The Sights of Washington and Its Vicinity, and How to See Them: A Complete Alphabetically 
Arranced Guide to all Places of Interest in and About Washington City ... Together with Time-tables 
of Railroads 2nd ed.  New York: Cheap Pub. Co., c1887. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 S54 1887 
 
Smiley, Robert Wagner.  A Glimpse at the Night Side of Washington: A Guide-book to Night 
Amusements by One Who Has Been There.  Washington, D.C.: [s.n.], 1894. 
Call Number:  F 199 S64 
 
So – You Want to See Washington: 2 Two-Hour Tours of the Nation’s Capital. Washington: Capital 
Transit Co., 194-. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 194 
 
So – You Want to See Washington: 10 Three-Hour Tours of the Nation’s Capital. Washington: D.C. 
Transit System, 194-. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 193 
 
Souvenir of Washington: Inauguration of Benjamin Harrison, President and Levi P. Morton, 
Vice-President.  Washington: Shoomaker Co., c1889. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 S68 1889 
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The Standard Guide, Washington, a Handbook for Visitors.  Washington, DC: B.S. Reynolds 
Company, 1896. (SPEC also has 1897, 1906, 1924, 1939-1940 editions) 
Call Number:  F 199 S8 
 
Streeter, E. S.  The Stranger's Guide: or, The Daguerreotype of Washington, D.C.. [Washington, 
D.C.]: C. Alexander, Printer, 1850. 
Call Number:  F 198 S91 
 
Sullivan, Lawrence.  All About Washington, Including Dining in Washington; And Intimate Guide. 
 New York: The John Day Company, [1932]. 
Call Number:  F 199 S94 
 
Sumner, Mary O.  What to See in Washington: A Concise Guide to the National Capital.  
[Washington: s.n.], 1933. 
Call Number:  F 199 S95 1933 
 
Teachers' Holiday Pleasure Tour to Washington, D.C., via Pennsylvania Railroad, Under the 
Personal Escort of the Tourist Agent and Chaperon, Thursday, December 26, 1889: Excursion 
Tickets Valid for Return Until December 28th, 1889.  Philadelphia: [Pennsylvania Railroad, 1889]. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 T42 1889 
 
Truett, Randle Bond. The Washington Pocket Guide. New York: Hastings House, 1953. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 182 
 
Walker, Katherine. Greater Washington Council of Organizations Serving International Visitors, 
International Visitors Information Service – Invites You – Come to Washington. Washington: 
Meridian House Foundation, 1964.  
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 198 
 
Warner, B.H.  B.H. Warner's Popular Guide Book for Washington City:  Containing Brief 
Information as to the Principal Points of Interest, and Giving Advice as to the Best Method of Using 
a Limited Time at the National Capital.  [Washington, D.C.]: B.H. Warner, [1884?]. 
Call Number:  F 199 W19 1884 
 
Washington: The Soul of America. Washington: American Folder Corporation, 193-. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .W377 1930z 
 
Washington Board of Trade.  A Handbook of Useful Information Concerning the City of 
Washington, and the Relations Existing Between the General Government and the District of 
Columbia.  [Washington, D.C.: Press of McGill & Wallace], 1895. 
Call Number:  F 199 W29 
 
Washington Board of Trade.  How to Spend A Day or A Week in Washington.  Washington, D.C.:  
Greater Naional Capital Committee of the Washington Board of Trade, [1931?]. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 H69 1931 
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Washington Board of Trade.  Pictoral Washington.  [Washington, D.C.: The Board, 1931?]. 
Call Number:  EPHEMERA 104 
 
Washington as You See and Hear It On the Seeing Washington Observation Cars: 1000 Points of 
Interest at the Nation's Capital.  Washington, D.C.: H.E. Wilkens Print Co., 1904. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 S4 
 
Washington, D.C.. New York: W. W. Norton, 2000. 
Call Number:  F 192.3 .W322 REF 
 
Washington, D.C. with Its Points of Interest Illustrated.  New York: Mercantile Illustrating Co., 
[1894?]. 
Call Number:  F 199 W328 
 
Washington, Practical Guide.  Washington, D.C.: B.S. Reynolds Co., 1944.  (SPEC also has 1948 
edition) 
Call Number:  F 199 W343 
 
Washington, the Place of Pilgrimage for Patriotic Americans.  [Baltimore, Md.: Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, c1924].  (SPEC also has 1925 edition) 
Call Number:  F 199 W37 
 
Washington, What to See and How to See It.  Washington, D.C.: Philp & Solomans, 1860. 
Call Number:  F 199 W42 
 
Watterston, George.  A Picture of Washington: Giving a Description of All the Public Buildings, 
Grounds, &c., ... To Which is Added, Plans of the Floors of Both Houses, and a Congressional 
Directory.  Washington, D.C.: W. M. Morrison, 1841. 
Call Number:  F 198 W387 
 
Watterston, George.  New Guide to Washington: Containing a History and General Description of the 
Metropolis, Its Public Buildings, Institution, &c., with Seventeen Beautiful Lithographed 
Engravings, Accompanied by a New and Correct Map.  Washington: R. Farnham, 1847-48. 
Call Number:  F 198 W384 
 
Willard Hotel.  Condensed Guide to Washington, D.C. and Vicinity: Embracing Points of Interest for 
Strangers and Residents.  Washington, D.C.: The Hotel, 1882. 
Call Number:  F 199 C73 1882 
 
Wyeth, Samuel Douglas.  Roose's Companion and Guide to Washington and Vicinity.  [Washington, 
D.C.]: Gibson Brothers, Printers, 1876.  (SPEC also has 1880-81, 1885, 1889, 1893, 1895 editions) 
Call Number:  F 199 W976 
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