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Preface

The primary purpose of this book is to trace the institutional develop-
ment of medical education in George Washington University. Such a
study is concerned not with the content and method of instruction but
with the framework, organizational and personal, within which that in-
struction was carried on.

The lines along which this development is traced are set forth in the
Prologue. Generally this would seem to indicate a straight chronological
presentation. The reader will find, perhaps to his dismay, that this is not
the case. The Medical Department was a dynamic concern. From time to
time it spawned off a hospital, a dispensary, a dental school, a veterinary
school, a school of pharmacy, and a training school for nurses. Although
it interrupts the narrative, these institutions have to be related to the
Medical Department just as the Medical Department is being constantly
related to the College.

To give further value as a work of reference, biographical details are
frequently inserted; so also, to give contemporary color and depth, are
rather full descriptions of various incidents. Just preceding the index,
which, to aid in reference, has been made very full, are lists with dates
of the presidents of the University and the heads of the Medical Depart-
ment. Since but little of the material is generally available, the first cen-
tury, up to 1920, has been discussed in considerable depth. The memory
of living men can amplify the narrative which is given for the last half-
century.

In a strict sense, this is not an official history. The manuscript was
seen by no one other than members of the Historian’s staff before it was
put into print. The author has had full access to the records of the
University and he has benefited by his direct knowledge of the Medical
School during a crucial period when he was Secretary of the University
(1918-1929). For what appears in the book, he and he only is responsible.

It is impossible to write a book without incurring obligations on all
sides. Thanks, in large measure, are due to many—to the Josiah Macy, Jr.,
Foundation, for a grant which assisted in the publication of this book;
and, within the University, to Dr. James J. Feffer, Vice President for
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xvi Preface

Medical Affairs, Dr. Seymour Alpert, Vice President for Development,
and the late Dr. John Parks for their enthusiastic encouragement, friendly
interest, and generous aid; to Dean Eugene R. Magruder and Patrick A.
Barbati of the College of General Studies for their very substantial assist-
ance; to Paul Napier and Annette Steiner of Special Collections, and
Isabella Young, the Medical librarian; to Marion Corddry and her asso-
ciates; to Farle Newcity and his staff, who are so largely responsible for
the excellence of many of the illustrations; to Kristi Brown, Editor of
G. W. Medicine; and to David A. Dickson of the Office of Printing and
Graphics. Many have gone to considerable trouble to furnish me with
information from their family records; and particular thanks are due
Mrs. Danie]l L. Borden, Miss Edith Sewall Phillips, Elbert: Staughton
Wade, Louis E. Wade, and Mrs. John ]. Geary. The assistance of Sister
John Mary, D.C,, the archivist of the Sisters of Charity at Saint Joseph’s
Provincial House at Emmitsburg was especially appreciated, as was that
of the Reverend Joseph T. Durkin, S.J., the archivist of Georgetown
University. Every page in the book gives witness to the editorial judg-
ment, expertise, accuracy, and good taste of Dorothy Thompson; it is
hard to express adequately the appreciation that is due. Donald Benton
has been a constant and helpful adviser throughout the writing and pub-
lication of the volume, and David G. Wilson, Sr., and his associates of the
William Byrd Press have earned genuine gratitude by the friendly and
personal way in which they have produced the book.

A final word of thanks is due Ann Grier who, as editorial assistant,
has seen this book through from first draft to published volume with
constant care and intelligent understanding.

2023 G Street, N.W. Evrmer Louts Kayser
Washington, D. C.

January 1, 1973
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Prologue

his is an account of the development of the medical department of

a college in a small town on the Potomac which, in a century and a

half, became the medical center of a large university in a great metropolis.
While retaining its original charter, the name of the medical school and
of the parent institution had been changed from time to time. Along
with other variations, it had been known as the Medical Department of
Columbian College in the District of Columbia; the National Medical
College of Columbian University; the School of Medicine of George
Washington University; and finally the Medical Center of George Wash-
ington University. It had a complicated origin and early development.
It made many changes in location before coming to Washington Circle.
The Medical Department was begun as a proprietary school, with the
members of the faculty totally responsible for its finances. The form and
extent of that financial involvement changed with changes in the type of
tenure under which the faculty occupied its quarters. Except for some
periods of very brief occupancy, its instruction was given in quarters
owned by the faculty, in the same quarters leased by the faculty, in a
structure assigned to it by the federal government and developed into a
teaching hospital with a massive increase in the cost and problems of oper-
ation, and in buildings belonging to the College. At this point, brought
under the University’s administrative system, the Medical School and
Hospital were designed to be self-supporting. While maintenance costs
ceased to be the major source of financial risk, unrealistic payments to
teachers, based, as modest as they were, on the economic state of the
School from year to year, constituted a continuing risk. Not until the
first quarter of the present century did the adoption of a rational salary
scale, the guarantee of a fixed number of professors, and the grant of an
annual subsidy by the University, over and above income from tuition,
remove this risk and eliminate the final vestiges of the old system. In the
last half-century of its occupation of the buildings on H Street, the
School of Medicine, in its development of research, its modernization of
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2 A Medical Center

instruction, and the improvement of its facilities, laid the firm basis for
the creation of a medical center.

During its first half-century, College and Medical School were located
far apart. College Hill, roughly speaking, was a plot of 46% acres,
running north for a half-mile from Florida Avenue to Columbia Road,
between 14th and 15th Streets. The ordinances required that the Medi-
cal Department be located in the center of the city, and so, from time to
time, it was at roth and E Streets, in Judiciary Square, and, for a century,
on H Street between 13th and 14th Streets. For a brief time all the
branches of the University were grouped in the same H Street area. Un-
fortunately, in 1910, the financial difficulties of the University caused a
dispersal of its various units, only the Medical School and Hospital re-
maining in the old location. In 1912, the slow reassembling of those units
began in Foggy Bottom with the location of the administrative offices and
the Department of Arts and Sciences on G Street between zoth and 21st.
The last of the units of the University to shift to the new area were the
components of the Medical Center. Over a quarter of a century, be-
ginning with the building of the Hospital and the Warwick Memorial,
the units of the Medical Center were constructed in the Washington Circle
area. Once again, after sixty years, the entire physical plant of George
Washington University was brought together. In the University area,
bounded by Pennsylvania Avenue, F Street, and 19th and 24th Streets,
the Medical Center was, in accordance with its original charter, still in
the heart of the city.

Changes in the size and character of the student body had been as
marked as changes in the physical plant. The young man with only a
preparatory school background who, in the earlier days, attended two
full courses of only four months each after two or three years’ study
under a physician, had been succeeded by the carefully selected man or
woman who had a first degree in the Arts and Sciences and who de-
voted full time over an equivalent of four years, with other years of
postgraduate training yet to come. Or, and here he had no early parallel,
he might be engaged in research, looking forward to the Ph.D. degree
under the Graduate School.

Until the eve of the Civil War, the Medical Department of Columbian
College was the only medical school in the District of Columbia. Its
role in the life of the medical profession was a central one. The faculty
encouraged and supported the foundation of many professional societies.
Its lecture halls were the usual meeting places for scientific sessions and



