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10117/01 08:23 AM Livomnese/WO/BLM/DOI@BLM, John E
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Roberta Richardson/PHA/OS/DOI@DOI, Betsy
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KEABLE/HQ/SOLDOI@DOI, DARRELL
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Schmidv/PIR/OSDOI@DOI
Subject: News Flash- Foreseeable Harm is Abolished

BUREAU/OFFICE FOIA OFFICERS & COORDINATORS:

Please note Karen Mouritsen's (SOL-GL) message, below, concerning the new FOIA policy which
Attorney General John Ashcroft issued on October 12, 2001. It eliminates the foreseeable harm standard
of the Reno policy. The new policy, along with some explanation, is on DOJ's FOIA Post web site at:

http:l/www.usdoj.gov/oiplfoiapost/2001foiapost19.htm
if you can't get it on the Internet, let me know and 1 will fax it.

The document also briefly discusses the issue of how to protect documents that have sensitive
information in them, like blueprints for dams, buildings, etc.

I'l be attending the meeting that DOJ is holding for the agencies on Thursday, October 18, regarding the

new policy and how to protect sensitive information which may impact our national security. {'ll brief you at
our meeting next Wednesday, October 24,

Please ensure that this information is disseminated to all of your FOIA folks in the field--thanks.




Alexandra Mallus
Departmental FOIA Officer
Department of the Interior
Phone: 202/208-5342

Fax: 202/501-2360
----- Forwarded by Alexandra Mallus/PIR/OS/DOI on 10/17/01 07:43 AM ——
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CATHERINE FREELS@DOI, ROBIN FRIEDMAN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI,
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LAURA BROWN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, LARRY
MELLINGER/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Ralph Mihan/OAK/SOL/DOI@DOI,
RANDOLPH MYERS/HQ/SOUDOI@DO, Jerry
O'Nan/DNV/SOL/DOI@DQI, DeAnn Owen/DNV/SOL/DOI@DOI, Steve
Palmer/SAC/SOL/DOI@DOI, Lynn Peterson/POR/SOL/DOI@DO,
Kara Plister/TWC/SOL/DOI@DOI, Carrie
Prokop/TWC/SOL/DCI@DOI, Dori Richards/ABQ/SOL/DOI@DOL,
Michae! Riley/KNX/SOL/DOI@DOI, JAMES
RODDEN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, JESSICA ROFF/HQ/SOL/DOI@DO,
MOLLY ROSS/HQ/SOUDOI@DOI, KATHRYN
SEDDON/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Daniel Shillito/PLM/SOL/DOI@DOY, Bill
Silver/OAK/SOL/DOI@DO!, REGINA SLEATER/AK/SOL/DOI@DO!,
JEAN SONNEMAN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Janet
Spaulding/ABQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Martin
Steinmetz/TUL/SOL/DOIGDOI, DARRELL
STRAYHORN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Tony Sullins/BOISOL/DOI@DOL,
CHERYL SYLVESTER/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI, Grant
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Karma Brown/HQ/SOL/DOI@DO!, AMY SOSIN/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOY,
JESSICA ROFF/HQ/SOL/DOI@DOI




CC:
Subject: News Flash- Foreseeable Harm is Abolished

Hi everyone

We just found out this morning that Attorney General John Ashcroft has issued a new policy on FOIA. It
eliminates the foreseeable harm standard of the Reno policy. The new policy, along with some
explanation, is on DOJ's FOIA Post web site at:

http:/Awww. usdoj.gov/oip/foiapost/2001foiapost19.htm

If you can't get it on the internet, let me know and | will fax it.

The document also briefly discusses the issue of how to protect documents that have sensitive
information in them, like blueprints for dams, buildings, etc.

The FOIA Post mentions a meeting that DOJ is holding for the agencies on Thursday, Oct. 18, to give
more explanation on the new policy. Bob Moll is going to attend, along with Amy Sosion, (Div L&W),
Jessica Roth (DIA) and Andrew Tittler (program atty soon to be in Boston). The meeting will also cover
the issue of how to protect documents such as blueprints of dams, buildings, etc. I'll get a report from
Bob, Amy, Jessica and Andrew on all these topics and send to you.

Karen Mouritsen

Office of the Solicitor
Karen_Mouritsen@ios.doi.gov
202-208-5216

202-218-1790 (FAX)



