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DESKEEFING OF OFFICERS OF COMPART B -2ND RANGER BATTALZON '/

During the perled 2% Qctober o 31 Ostober, Cpt Gary Frado of E 1
(.‘-::mpany, Lt Eapinoza of 3vd Platoen, B Company, Lt Tenti of Lth Platoon, -
Company snd cne Unnemed officer of A Company commented on differsnt ' .
napm:t,s of the activities of the Renger Bettalion during the pericd. . * °
26 September to 1L October. The follewing is & compilation of thedr Hr'narks.
The majority ef the text was spolicited from Lt Esplnoza during the mm.ﬁhg
of tha 30th at 8th Divigion Headquarters, Zanta Crus, Boliwvia, axcepu.ng
that porticon daa]_:l.ng with tha death of PChe" Cuevars, 3

Resulting from information recatived efter the beatile at Hisueras on
the 26th of September (where Coso Paredo was killed), the Re Battal:l.::-rn
was given the missicn of Sebting up & soreendng force eleng the river
San Antondo to’ prewent exfiliretion of the gusrrills force i'ram the area !
of gperations. fThe Batislion left Esperanza at 1600 hrs on the 256th ond ..
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to have steysd &t a-house in Chernol for a few daya, The intelligence
team returpsd o the house, and after & thorough search; discovered s - :

earbine and several hundred rounds of ammunition. Aes Charnol is ocme of .-

the enly fording zites for the Rio Grande in the nrea, it appsared thet -
the guerrilla force had been planning t¢ move through this area and R
w:tiftrata. Howevar, the arrival of the Battalien in this region, nius

the additionsd support of Company Menchegs and ope Company of CITE at . 1k
(arrol, probebly csused the guerrilis fn:arr,a to move to higher greund 1r=.

tha la Hipueras area, 3 : ;

Emﬂﬂntnhar,iat?l&tmn,ﬂrﬂ?hhmn,mﬂﬂmmﬂuﬂﬂtimﬁf--r.,.
B departed and moved along the Rio.Grande towards E1 Fuemte, &b .
O=Campo the 3rd Flatoon crossed to the south bank of the river mnd the
group procesded to El Fusote with Ist Flatoon and the morter eection on -,
the north benk and 3rd Platoon on the ecuth. A% El Fuente the compary -,
jodned with another. company of CITE and the cempany Florids. The Florlda
compaTy was made up of pure collcs. (Indians of the alto-ghnn}that Were
guppoasd to be some of the best troopm for rough mountuinous terrain,

On 2 Qetober. the remaining alemante that made :E.ﬂmpa.nr B gathara-rf
at Bl Puente. That afterncon the lst Flatoon, under commend of It
Venigas, returnad to Quinal to cover the Sen Antondo ravine, Sinee .- - -
Coupany A bad been dispatched to Pucars, the batiallon now had & m'mrage
from Pusara, through Quinal snd Chanarol to El Fuente.

* On 3 October, cupminpmﬂmmm crdnrtaprmeadtnhtuuﬁn.-‘
After departins, they received ancther order that scheduled them to arrivs.-
at Pucare oo the Sth. When the company arrived at Estanque they received
intellipencs tha t there was guerrills activity sround the towm of Puglo. =
The company immadlstely moved to Pugic but learnsd that the ﬂuErrﬂJ_'Las kad "
moved sgaln towerds La Wigueras, To ecreen the area, Cpt Prade broke-ihe
cempany dpto two eléments, sending 1 plstoan towards Trance Maye and the °.
other alemente towards the town of Abva del: Picache, The two unite | p A
madntained congtent radis contact duridithis peried. ik g

- On- 4 October, the twe elemente zejoined at PicAche snd rested for - .
the entire day, The next morning, 5 October, Cpt Prade raceived an erder

to ramain in place until they received further instructions from Major : !
Ayorca at Vells Grande, During this tdma, Prode indtiated viporoms =~ . 7.
ntwmngimdhﬁipm:ud‘trmmm The ny now elso hed
contact with Compiny 4 that had besn opsratine {rom Valle Grande towards. .
Ht-n:hr:. The patralung contimed through the Sth and Tth of Octobesr, ~_.' =

On 8 October, EI.T Peroz of Coupsny A received informstion that t-here:
was & band of 17 gusrrillap in the Churro Ravine. As Peres did not have ©
morters, he commnicated to Cpt Frade the information and ask for mppnrt-._
Cpt Prade ment the 3rd Flatoon and 2 mortara to Higueres to support Lt
Peres. Cpt Fredo sopompanised the unit end ‘commanded the mortar: &uct-iunl. T !
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The mmﬂaﬂmihurﬁmruimdﬂwmpﬁrlingnnﬂn Imw
B moved into the ares of the Churro Ravine using two sgomeds of Company & °
aa & blocking force & few Yoo north of the small Geino Ravine, Opt Predo 3
pat up hls mortar asetion eadt of the Churre Ravine, with 3rd Flatoon of '.-'
fompany B to hia resr in » welsr the, command of Sgt Huanea, 1ot « .
Flatoon of Company A undey :al::mnand of Tt Peres entered the (hurro R&‘H.HH
to the north at the cnnﬂumu of tho amall streama. Lt Perez indtiated - °
the purselt snd begen driving the guerrilla force scuth while Cpt Predo's -
mortars shelled the ravine, At this poimt & machine mumn was brought up to-
also cover thé ravine and hold the left flank of Prado's mérisr seetdon ..°
end supporting troops, As the lst Platoon of Oompeny A pushed sedth they |
came under firs znid Iost } soldiars irmediately. Cpt Pradc then ordered " -, |
Set Humuca to move down the ems)l Tuseal Bavine and wait st the. entrance |
of the Churro Ravine, The 3rd Platocn of OQempany B carrled owt this order.:
and after findlng nothing, was orxdared to enter the Churee Ravime and btgin
pursult in the directicn of 1t Perezls platéon. Sgt Husues Immeddately |
encountered a group of & to B gnerrillza ard opanesd fire, At this pn:lnt
they killed "Antonde™ and "(rture', two Cubans, ' Sgt Huauce ilost one -
soldier hare and another was wounded, PRamen" (Guevara} ami "Willy" triefl
to bresk out in the direction of the mortar sectlon. They were sighted '
by the machine pun crew which tock them under fire, "Ramen® (Cuevara) was::
hit 4n the lower calf and was halpsd by Miilly® toward tha Tuscal Ravine -~ |
where apparently they rested for & few minutes, They then moved morth, - -
direstly in fromt of Cpt Prade who ordered several soldisrs to chase theam.
Soldiara Encince, Choque, and Balboa were the first Bolivians to day hands
off Cupvara. "WAlly' and ‘Ramon” {Guevara)wers later transported beck te - ..
1s Higusras with Opt' . Prade and the elemsnta of Compenies A and B, Tha - 2
Bolivians did not remsin in position after ndghtfall, Frem 1900 hra ‘l:l.'n"l'-:ll* ;
0400 hrs on the Sth, there were no significant Bollvian troops in the pres.
of the fire fight. This gave the guerrilia- fores ample time to escape -bha‘
area, but elther due to confusion afier tha battle or poor evaluation of .
the situatisn by their leaders, the guerrilla force remgdined in the u-mm:-.
Davime -

on 30 Osteber 67, at & small pavilien in la Egparanta, Bolivia, It el
fal Eepinoss lord, Compery B, %md Renger Bn, eteted the follewing in -
regards to the handlinﬁ of Trnesto "Cha! Quevara, Ouevera and Millly!
wera transported back to la Higquaras on the afterncon of the 8th, elfter
the tattle at the Churro Ravine. Huevaera had a slight wourd in the -lowsr .
calf, which was trested upon returnine to la Hlgueras, Lt Espinoza ulhad
at length with Guewvara, though Guevare did not rewveal any pertinent - ,;
Anformation. mrdblmmmmﬁ-nvmnnlmlﬂamﬂamn;_
and was amclous o imow more of this "legendary figure". GCuewvars mmrisdl‘*:
all of his questicns with remarks such as vperhaps” or "possibly’, Ferly
in the merning of the th of October, the unit recelvsd the order to
execute Cuevara snd the other captives, Previously, Col Santans, ﬂmmnder
of the Bth Division, had given express orders to keep the priscners alive, v
The Officers involved dld not kmow whepre the order eriginzted, but fell that
it came from the highest echelons. Opt Frado pave the order to axaoubs
Quavara to Lt Perez, but he woe unadle to carry out the order and in twrn _gave
it to Sgt Terren, ﬂmg:an:r B. At this time Peres asked Guevara il thers :
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'III'-BE anything he wished before his at:w::anur:t.u.--.‘T.«:lrll.I NEETE Te
enly wighed to "dile with & full stcmachv. Peres thtn ask-ad him if ha * .
wis 2 materialist"; by having requested only food, Ouewera returned t6 -
his previous t-nmul manner and Enswered only "perhaps®. Peres then called:
him & “poor skit® end left the room., By this time, Sgt Terren had fortified
hie courage with saveral bveerp and returned to thé roam where Guevana
was being held prisonsr. When Terran snbered the room, Cuavara stosd up, .-
hands tied in froat; and stated, ™I Jnow what you have come for I am ruﬁ:*
Terran locked at him for & few minutes and then said, "No you arami:!.ﬂhm
be pested." &gt 'I'armn then laft tha room- for a fow momanta, :
1y, the prj.mnar taken with Eu-wq.ra, wan belng held in & =mall '
housa & few meters away. While Terran was weiting outside to get his nerve
back, Sgb Huacka enbered and shot "Willy,” ™Willy" wes a Cuban &nd according
io the sources had bean an instigetor of the riote among the miners dn |
Boldvia, Ouevara heard the burst of fire in his rocm and for the Civet
tima sppeared to be frightened. Sgt Terran returned to the room where
Gusvara was being held, When he entared, Guevers stood and faced mim, -
Sgbhrmmldw;hhtmmmthemmm“aﬂdmmdmm,
"I will remain standing for this." The Sgt began to get angry and teld -
him to b seated agdin, tut Cuevars would eay nothing. Finelly Cuevays
told him, "Know this now, wu ere Eilling & map,' Terran then fived
ﬂw hia M2 ﬂa.rhina, knocking Quevera back Ints the wall of the

. Intexviews with & docter thet had examined Guovera's cadsver and U
evaluation of available phetos inddeate that Gusvars did have one wound
in tha lower galf, that appeared to the doctor to have been recedved st
lﬂﬂnﬂnltdmtﬂnthﬂothtrmthitmﬂc&hﬁﬂmHngl
and directly from the front. .

N

During the evenlng of the €th and the morming of the 9th, Lt Eapinosa
had en his person a pipe that he sald Quevara had given him during thelr
night togethar et Ia Hignspze. He ghowed this pipe te source at the ;
pavilion inla Esparancs a2nd again it the Bth Divislion Hazdquertera in
Sante Cruz on the mornding of the 31si, The pipe wan of an ®Alr Coscling ..
designt with a part of the etem exposed end made of eilver colored metal.
The bowl was black and appsared to have been smoked for some dims, This -
pipe fom agress with the descripticona of the plpe "Hemon™ had bﬁmum
during earlisr developments of the guerrilla aperations; .

At OLOD boure on the morning of the Pth, &lamenta of A and E ﬂmw
returnad to the Churre Havine and reengaged the goerrilils force. Znd i
Platoon of Company B and & mortar sguad formed the blocking forcs at’'the -
eonfluence of the ravine and 3rd and Gth Platoon of A Company bégan purasit
towerda them. Lt Eopinoza wae with the mortars at thie time and cold .
obssrve the movenent of the guerrillas dn the ravine. He tock & men and
entered the ravine and shot "EL Chino and Lorglo Voos, These wera the
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only two guerrillas whe fell in thi= action. After the initlal eontact,

the muerrillee could not be located g0 Cpt Prado initiated patrols thrwghuut
the area., At nightfell the unlts agein returned to La Higuersas, lt-ning

the area open,

The twe omp.ml pnl‘.m]ln:!umnm from 10=12 October irying to
regain contact. On the 12th, intelligence was received that the gmerrilla’
force had broken ints two small groups trying to move out of the area ]
through Portere, Company B departed L: Higuerae 4nd headed in the direction
of Porlerc, by Pecachc and Trancs Mays. At Trancho Mayo they could cb=merve
the guerrdillas with two young guldés moving toward Portere,. They could not
deternine exactly how many wera in the group. To arrive ahead of the
guerrilles who weére moving along & ravine, the company weed the roed and .
‘were able to get into positlon st Portere twenty mimites before they :
slghted the guerrillas moving up the ravine in their direstion, Lt Bepinose
with & sjuad and one mortar formed a Blooking force at the mouth of the
ravine, 1ot Platoon of B Compeny enterad the revine behind the guerriil_‘l.,as
snd initiated pursuit, When Eopinozz and his men epened fire on the
gusrrillas they began to leap about. This confused Bapinoma®s saldiers
thewgh they continued to fire. The guerrillas doubled back and climbed
out of the ravine before the {st Flatoon oould bring them under firs.
1=t Platoon pursued them up the hill but lost contact at the tep,

Ho capualties were suffersd in this engagensnt and no guerrillas
fall, thoogh they did drop their rucksacke when brought under fire by
Lt Easpinozs, The rucksacks contained food, various documeate, and drugs.
Surgical tools were also mmong tha eguipment in the rucksacks, It Egpinoza
was unable to describs tha documente or the origin of the médical supplise.

On 13 October the company ettempled to block the rrillas again -
enpt of Fortero but the guerrillas immadiataly attacked cne point of the -
gircle snd were able to break cut Killing 2 scldiers, By noon of the
15th the ccmpany had lost contact completely with the gusrrilla forca,

The second growp Wae contected by C Company.on 14 Octeber at El Cajon.
This fight resulting in the demth of 4 guapprillas, F1 Chapico, a Bolivian,
El Ssldedo, A Bolivien, &n unnemed Bolivian, and one unnemed Cuban, This
fight on the 14th was the lagh contast made by the ranger battalion before
leawving the area of cperations, HNone of the intervdiewed Officers had '
deteils on this fight or could drew & mep as to the exsct locatien of El
fa jon. .

The originad guerrilla force wae 17. 7 wers killed in aetdom by
compardes A and B and 4 were destroyed by C Enmpanr at Bl Cajon, Racent
reports indicate that the Cubans have dissrmed the Bolivian guerrillas
and seem to hive them under gusrd, Apparenstly there is scas port of
disarresvent in the cperstlon within the guarrllls organizetion. 0Oné
farmer infermed the suthoritisa that the gunerrillas ate at his fere and
rasted. During this time, the Boliviens were kept eesparate from the Cubans
and ware watched closely by the Cubana, The Boliviens had no arms, All
of the guerrillas ares ghaved and heve their hair cut. Officisls believe
that they are trying to move out of the area gh Abepc or Cabezas,
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