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IHPLIC;RTIDI‘_'I_S OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES

L.

oSey virtually all information abeout the Netioenal
zicsence QOffice (NRO) and its programs is classified. The

The existence o e NRO a2nd some detalls of

its
énd mission are essentially cpen secrets.

We hzve examined the implications of the proposed changes
for any =:sricus negative effects and wvhat micht be done to
ealleviets Lrnem. Our assessment follows:
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Reaction: The resction from Congress, the
expected to be minimal bur larcely
wlll likely involve why these steps wer ot
we are not releasing more informetion. We
' 1ncrease in Freedom of Information 2ct
e.l

d. : ] We do not anticipate any
significant negstive foreign rezctieons; however, ws have
Stete to confirm our assessmenc.

INGLASSIFIED



e, FOIh: We foresee 2z maior increase in FOIX reguescs
is orented--
Legi=s-

exempting 211 NRO operztionzl

cthzt will demend--even if & Congressionizl exemption
ean i1ncresse 1n NRO resources cevoted te this subject.
levien, comparable te that for CIa,

files from FOIA searches is r ired

Passage of

s01lS1lEL1ON 15 [AF [rom a25sSUured.
f. MO Managemaent Practiceg:

(1) The effects on NRO management practices--
particularly on the relationship to DoD steff and the applicza-
bility of DoD Directives--&re expected to be significant. &s
cutlined in the founding documents for the NROQ, the DNRO is given
supoort 2s recuired from normal staff elements of the militzrv
depsrimsnts znd agencies of the DoD and the CIA, but these staff
elements Co not participate in NRC project mabtters except &s the

DNRO specificelly reguests.

To midimize needless NRO
volvement 1n rowvtine staffing matters, the DNRO recommends that.
the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) and the Director of Centrel
Intelligence {DCI) reaffirm this policy.

(2} Once the NRO iE announced &s an overt Dob
entity, the applicability of DoD directives is likely to becoms=

an 1lssue.

: He recommends that the DCI and SECDEF discuss this
15Sue prior to &ny public 2nnouncement to agree on ways to
minimize the potentiz]l disruption to the NRO's operation.

UNCLASSIFIED




We project no significaznt impacts
which are being implemented by
We must ensure thac

. HED PFestructure:

on the MRO restructure efforts,
zgreement between the OCI and the SECDEF.
the preoposed openness permits retention of NRO management

practices.

h. HMilitary Support: Current a2nd potential customers
of the NRD, such &5 the operational militery, will benefit in two

At the unclassified level there will be 2 generslly

WaY'S .
what it does, end where

greater appreciztion of what the NRO is,
to obtzin more informatci

i. Civil Remote Sensing: Public acknowledgement of
the existence of the NRO will enable more open participation in
activities relzrted to environmental remote sensing. This
capablility would benefit the country as well 2s the NAO.

J. Foreign Reconnaigsance Satellites: Public acknowl-

edgement of the existence of the NRO would enable the NRO
Director,

to cpenly” address issues relztino to the sale
or purchase of systems with foreign and privete sector represen-
tatives.
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