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MISSION OF THE NRO 

The Nationa l Reconnaissanc e Office (NRO), a joi nt e ndeavor 
be tween t he Depar tment of Defense (000) and the Central 
Intell i gence Agency (CIA), was established in the ear ly 1960s to 
consolidate all United States (USI sat ellite and assigned 
a ircraf t r econnai ssance activttt es . It !unctions under Executive 
Order 123 )3 of December 4, 1981, and other l aws, r egulat ions, 
a nd direc tives . 

The miss ion of the NRO is to ensure t hat the US has the 
technol ogy and overhead assets needed t o acquire super ior world ­
wide inte lligence. This intelligence is required to support 
f unctio~s s uch as monitor ing of arms control aqre~~ents, indica­
t ior.s and warn ing , a nd the pla~ing fo r, and cond uct of , ~ i l:tary 
operations . To accompl ish its mi ss ion, the NRO conduct s research 
and development, acqu ires and operates overhead systems fo r the 
coll ection of data. 

In re sponse t o guidance and direc tion from the Director o~ 
Cer. t:::-al Intell i9ence and the Secretary o f Defense, the NRO 
~~r.a~es the Na~io~al ~eco~~a: ssance Prog~am ~~~Pl. the singl~ vs 
pcoqr~ to~ ~be collec tiac of foreign intellig•~ce fraa 5at e ll i te 
a:-.d ass i gned aircrelt UHt.l . The ~ req><Wtd• to t.ukiog fraa 
a11 au~hori aed u1er1 through appropriate ell •at• of the 
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