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lo!EMORANDUK OF tJNDERST.ANDn«:i 

IUid to the eatabllsh.meut f4 arrqetnellts bet'fttD tile Department f4 

Defense aucl tbe Ceut.ralllluWcence Agency for ita man&iellleut ID4 

operation. 

L Tbe National Re<:oMatuance Procram wUl eonsiat of all 

satellite and onrfiight reconnaissance projects wbetber overt or covert. 

It w111 lnclwle all pbolognflb1e projects for lDteW(enee, podesy IDd 

mappicg purposes, aDS electronic signal collection proJects for 

electronic signal tnteWgeDCe and coZDm\Uiic:ations lnteW,eac:e. 

2. The Department of DltellSe 1.s responsible for the Nattoaal 

lleconaalasaac:e Program 11114 will carry o~at this respoaslblllty In 

acco:rdaDce w1tb ar:raagtmeata described berei.D. 'nle Sec:reta:rJ of 

Defense w1ll courtly delegate full resPoasuiility tor the National 

.Reconnatssanee Procram to a Bpec:lal Asatatant, wbo wW be ustgnw.f 

111 overt j<Jb title and overt responsihUitles .t.equate to protect tile 

security of this arrqtZDeDt. The Central JIUUigeDCe Jr.puq wlU 

assist the Department of Defense by prondfJic si1pliOJ't u reqaired 1D 
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admtntstratJ011. The Speclal Aulltut to the StcretarJ ct. Defeue 
• 

'11111 oper ate throu(h the Di~tor of tbe CtlllrallllteW,eace AIIIDC7 

ln mt.tters concernLnr support reqllired from that AI...C:J, ud throaCh 

the Sec retaries at the mWtary departmei!U 1D matters~ to 

these departments. The Depvtmellt of the Alr Force wUlM the 

~rat1011al agency for manacement .ad coDduct at the Nat1011&1 

Reconnaissance Pr ogram, and will (:()aduet this pt'OCJ"am through gae 

of streamllned special maaarement procedurn illvolritle direct 

control from the oftice ot the Secretary of the Alr Force to Recmnatsnnce 

System Project Dlrectors ln the fleld, Without lntel'ftlliDC rniew or 

approval action.t. The Special .Assl.staDt to the Secre~ al Defeue 

will have a small special st atr which 'W'!lll!lchlde CIA aDd Alr Force 

persollMt The Secretary of the Air Foree will be assisted 1a the 

dl.scb.arce of b1s responslbWties by a sm.all l])eclaliUlf 'll'hlcb will . 
wort direcUy on &D ln!orm&l ba5la With the spec1&llltdr of the .Assistant 

for Reconnaissance and wi th the Direc:ton of Recoom•tuac• Projects 

ln the field. 

3. A technical a~tv~.sorr IJ"'OIP for the Nat!,al .RIK'c••ulal!mce 

P rogram will be ee~Usbed to assist the Special .A.sa1.st&Dt to the 

Secretarr of Defeuse u required. 

SPECIAl HANDLING 
~· mP c:~r.~n. 
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4. A 11111form aecvtty Coatr'Ol .,.tem Will be tatablllbed for 

the total PZ'CIJ'&m by lhe Special Autatam to tbe lecretary of Deteue. 

Prodaeta from the ftl'lous Prcsrama wW be antlllble to elluera u 

deslpatet:l by tbe Ullittd States IAteJllienee Board. 

5. The National ReC()D!Iajssuce Proeram w1ll be cllreetly 

reapoaaln to, ucl only to, tbe Pbotolr11Pb1e ud eleetrollic lienal 

c:ollecUon requl.~menta 111cl prtortt1es u estabUahed by tbe Ullited 

states loteWgence Board. 

6. The Speclal Assistant to the Secretary of Defense will 

develop suitable cover pbns and pllbllc lllforma.Uon piau, 1l1 eonj1111etion 

With the Asststant Secretary of Defeue, Public Affalra, to redliCe 

potential political vulnerabfllty at these programs. Ia Hfard to satel11te 

systems, lt w1ll be necessary to apply the re'flsed pablle lnformatioD 

policy Wliformly to other non-sensitiTe satellite projeeta Ill order to 

assure muhnum protect1011. 

7. The Specl.al Assistant to the Seer~ of Defense aztcl the 

Director of the CelltrallllteWgenee Agene:y w1ll estabUsh detailed 

worldDg proeeclures for the requireclaawort of tbe Procram b'f tbe 

Central InteWcence AceDCJ. 

8. All project elements ID4 Ule operai:Soaa of the lfafjonat 

Reeonnaissuce Program will be rntewed oo a recal&r basis, and as 

special e1reumstanees require, by tbe Ml2 PoU.:, COIIh'ol Bcxud. 

1 Atch 
Cbart: 81aelt mgmt for 
Natioaal Rec:oa Proc. ('I{) 
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