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M. ESTERLIME: Yes, that's right. During ths last mooth, during the
eritienl period, they were responsive 0 my contTol &b a eatisfactory degres.

WA, ESTERLINE: ©Om the LTth of Harceh we recelved & ¢1um from the
ﬁnﬁjllm to attespt £0 eok up 83 aocepishle alterpative to Jaciyo. Our
firot immediste actlon wae ‘H6 crtdblieh o covert mochendch, through which we
could apeamplisgh the acticss that would be necessary to get rid of Castpo.

At that tims we formed what wes ooem as the Frenbe Bevnluclonsi-e Demdcretica.
THia Wan mﬂpﬂud: of five Cuban political lesders thet ye balieved were most
represerbative of the Cuban psople, amd at the sage time wers ot tinged with
the worst clements of Botiete, mor were they 20 far to the left that they
wonld be Incompetibple wilth LE. interestao.

QUESTION: The March L7th paper oet forth several thicgs $o be adcos-
pliched -- political ackticns, propogands actions, and the guerrills acticn.

As Task Forec Commander, did you have reoponsibllity for all three of thees
o¢tiong, or ooly for tre third?

MR, ESTERLINE: 0o, I was respoaoible fo1r all thyes, 1 had spegiflc
prerponsibllity for the ecstablishaent of the Frente, and for the establishoent
of Swvan Iplend, and other motivities necescary for the cmeation of the parc-
milditary copability.

FR. ONG: Moy I edd at this point that each weck on the political
action £idx I met with the Anoletant Becretery of Btate Mobottos and loter
on with Too Mamn, so Stete knev every move that was pade.

QUESTION: What 1= your cstimate of Rr. Bender's part in tds operationt

M. ESTERLINE: I conoider that he 15 one of the unpung herces in this
opepation.

QUESTION: WhAt iz yoif svoluaticn of Mr. Vercoa?

b0, ESTERLIWE: Firet, he ic incanely edbitious. Ho's &n ignoramoe
of the worst sort; he dosen’t like the Undtcd Statse, and bhe Lo abeolutely
uneble to distinpulieh what is and whot i pot s Batiotienc; and lost; and moat
important, the man has pe congeptlion whalaoover of sccurdty. PFarthensdre, he

bad a railo operator with o clendestins set in Miomi. %We Fieally told hix we
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soew about 1t and tried 0 support nis. On one oy two occesions we attespted
to put orms inte Oube <n twe baele O hie informetdon. MHowever, 1t soob
pecans obviouns that tns Dubans were ewvare of what Mr. Yerons was dodirng.

GUESTICN : [Hdd Mr. Cardotn mest the requirements for leadsiehlp?

M. ESTERLIHE: HBS. Bowewer, Mr. Capdoss come LB af about the time 1t
pecame Epparent that the FIO ves Dot poeting the roguiromentes ve hafl eptablished.
This ¥as because the Frente hod declded to sstebliah themselves ns an exclusive
cluob. JAnd when othero sppesred on the scons that wore of value to us 1ike
Hiro Cordono, Hhey were not prepared to aceept them wunder any condlilone except
thase that would cerve theily ovn perscopal aabitions. After the Frewte had
becoms wesentially an exelusive club, ve fored o nevw organicatldan in videh the
Freote could poarticipate. This resulted in the Devolutiopary Councll headed
by Dr. Fivo Cardons. There wes come carefyl econsideration by both State and
ouraslves Lefors we decided upon . Cardona to hend the organlzeticn bectusc
he, a& alzost any politlcal Figuve in Cube,; fc Riphly controversiel. Hany
people monsider kim dangercusly lsft and eannct umderstand why the U.5, hoa
wrything to 46 with him. Howsver, btased on my oun cbserwaticns, I don't think
be's a dengsrous political Tector.

PR, ESTEALINE: Mr, Cosdoos ls ecitdenl of the foot thet we didn't glwe:

him more of the detello of the cperetion; houcver, v could not. I'we hREver

encountered o growp of people that were a0 Ancepable of keeping & secrot. lo
Cuban vas told the estusl date of the inwmeion, cor whers 1t vould take plece,
until Qolonel Hovkins hu:-iﬂ the Brigede under controlled cooditions, and arter
they were briefed, they moved to sea. This briefing took place sbout the lith
or 12th of April, snd yet theve was ootes indieation that the Boviets somewhers
arcund the 9th had gotten the date of the 1Tth. They had the 1Tth wod the 20tk
of fpril, vhich mesns that thcy were peiting protty close to the invasion date.
bow Bt thet tioe no Cuban knew the dato, oo ve were able to isolebe the Tect
that the lesk oould not have boen Cubam, but there wes no indicetion at angy
time that they hod any idea where the operation was golng to take place.

GUESTION: Wnat woo the dake of the formation of the Counedl?

. ESTERLINE: /fboutl the First of March.
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