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1. Irecceratiah:
tm 29 March 1561 the I0I's HLAGAR and BAREARA J. departed Stock

Irlard, ¥ey Trluast Flordds for Feerta Cabarpe, Ricerpgun, arriving o
2 Aprdl 1941, L_ﬁ'l'hc tuc ceme officers of the shipe, Mr. Willlam FEobertson
o tlx Ferbora Jo end Hr. Creyoion Lonich of the Blagsry and thoe tsnc shipe’
oziabiing Mp, Ryberg of e floonr acd o, Elmu_.lnr the Barbora ., hed

. wron told That they were to lead and ¢ipect fhe lending phese of the
eced g invetlon of Cube wtdeh saoudd he etsmed from Paeste Cubezas ond
ell e degails of the orersticn wou’d bte given us in FPueria Cebezas.
Zrvon.te wa received o ectls Azcoting v wpon oorlvel st Pwerte Caberas
e ennenile qd dest 39 2mell boats thed weve ta ba used in the coming
chiration.  Afer errival in Tresds Oohisas, the crevs of the tuo ships
corr.ed out this wizsion ecmeldting it on 10 April. Tha briefing tesm
Trow Weshipston sPived sbout 11 Anoo) smd belefings vore condasted on
12, 13, and 2% frail.  Thels boledincs and the eperntiore and admindstres
tive ploos given uslu‘:ﬂ ¢lere zpd thoocesh. e Hlogss was glvea $he
BoElilom of comoomd 2l pud hs mlssion o landing troops on both Blus
eng, Jresn Breches.  The Pavlssn 5. wes to dand troopes en Hed Peach and
el el to the 25t o eovesr the lendsaz oveen. f
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emmanition, Tighting inm the uater and wnder direct Tive from tanks 500
yarde auay. fa sadd ke was destroylag hie equips:at and heading for ths
woods: Te then wvewt of T the eir. Ab thie time Headquarters was netified
end the convoy reversed couras pg there was no need niow Tor geibg 1n.  Joe
e later e frisodly BEY came from the directicon of Blus Peach and paseed
us going 5.W.

6. ERescus Ooeretiona:

oo 0 pius 3 we recedved en order to take the UDT ferzonnel left mboard
the LCI'a (3 on Blegar and 5 oo Barvara J.) and tronsfer them to the destrayer
Baten n-ehich vas cacorting ws. This SYrensfer ves meds using rubber UDT boats
in very rouzk eens, Mr. Lynch and Hr. Acbertesn olso trancferyed with the
toome o lead then an the gperation. The information we bed indlceted thet
the survivors of the Houston were on the wist #ide of the Bay of Cethinos
pnd were 31113 inteet. The wight of 2 plus 3 was spent cruieing the inlets
end small 1clends wes3: of ‘he Ty of Cochines lecking for The Castra patmpl
tomt SV-3 whieh was reported cepiured by our secple. Ho sign of this eraft
ves found and ot fivat light of D plus b we solled inta tha Bay of Cothinos
fod wp Ba the Aeusten. It wap emsroumd abaut 200 yerds [tom shore and the
decks were Just pbove water. Thers was no gign of life end no irees of eny-
ote apbere. Us peme put of the bay very olese to the weot slore and searched
it with glesses but saw no one, We checked the Iighhovee on the 1sland of
Cave Flederns 2nd found gne of our 20 fopt CEF boats drawn uwp oo Ehore. We
Blew the eldp'e viietle repeatedly end weot up end down both sides eeversl
times but Zound no slgn of ldfe., He then sailed io the wost of toe Bay and

slarted checllng the kays thn% run of T the dwonps ob the weat side of the
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Lay. ' On Coyo Blants we spotted ous first twa mievivers. The destroyer
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was about 200 wards froo ehore sod the mem rear out on the beach asd sterted
waving thsir shivts, We plcked then up by ssrding the UDT taea 1o to shore
in the rubbter bost wiing the 16 HP e&ilent moter. . We thén cpotted other
survivers and spect pll dey picking up smwall groups in the pame DAROSY.

Tha destroyer then pot its vhals bogt Im the wates to assist. Although
thege boets were Uerbldden te petbuplly land on 4he beach they could transfer
the suwrvivore froa the wbber boat emd take them back to the ehip leavihg
the UDT to comfinue thelr scorch. Cne ULT tosm of three men were put afhore
and conbed the fslspdis 411 Asy to £ind the cnes vho could pot or would mob
oome To the beach. Later in thr day two Havy A D ', propeller plenes, wers
gant to us,  They £lew very low over the beaghes and awamps sod spatted
sereral Exsll grouga. The UDT tesms wore then directed to these groups by
radic end picked them up, The search wes broken off et dark on D plus &
ard Mr. Iymch gnt threa UDT men ware transforred to the Lestroysr MURRARY
which jolned us thet night. O D plus § the serreh wms continued by both
aripe. Che MUARRY was given the west sidc of the By of fochionos down fo
mfirﬂtillnhwmmmmmmﬂdmjﬂinﬂﬂ chet
night hel evervthing to the weest., At first light on D xlus 5, Mr. Lynch
grd thre: UDT man :.I.'l.'lﬂ#ﬂ.. four miles powth of the Fouston and etarted to saareh
fer swrvivors. The ooast wes cearched all the wvay to the islands but none
found. & then sterted to cosh the sams Yeys as the day before and picied uwp
severel more seall groups. Due to physical exbaustion during thde perdod,
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I ¢anzot remember axact deys. Ih]iﬂtnmthr‘l;ﬂfﬂHMImtﬂl

operetion end wvare &t oze time or the other oo four Asstroyers; oDe suyb-
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marire end the sircraft carrier FASEY twice. In all we picked up 26 aur-
¥ivors and found and buried cme man ca the Beach. These survivors were in
very hed condition and bed bean vithout fopd or water for five or ix days.
Mozt of them had ooly wicrwear or pects of unifeorms laft and sowe were
paked. Jo all enly e weapons were fourd smong then; one yistol exd one

r garbine. [uring this time thrao Castro helicoptors were seen %o the north
of us flyiog very lew over the swvamss and vers gbasrved shasting the sur-
vivors By subtoschine gune from the adr, They wero soeén to land on two
grenclong. One of theée waz a two plice helicopter and the gpther two lange
Fossien types painted grest with no markdings. On 2k and 25 April I conducted
interiiewe wth 19 of the swyvivors aboprd the EATOR, The follovdog ploture
gf events on the beachee cpme {rom those men:

i action At BR=4 Bsach:

Toe UDT teem from the Forbars J. led By Mr. Robertszan landed ot
atcut 013 and placed the marier 1i+ht on the right side of the besch but wms
firsd on §roa shore vhen sttemting bu-pl-:m': the laft merker. Thie fire vas
franm smnll avtosatic wespons ard vas silebeed by the Tire of the ULT taam
firing T 's and submachine puss from the yubber boat. The firet trocpe of {
the 2nd beitalisn sterted ashore in the small (19§ foot) Gosts of the touston
acd the UIT tecn marked the left of the besch with & flashlight from 100 yards

out in the ruster bsat. The gecond wore Teceived fiye from shore ¥hile on
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an 0T fitted with eight .5C oal machina guae, threo .30 machine puns, o
Tl r;:u-:rﬂlaas rifle, ané a 57m reccllless rifle, =lus warious sutometic
band carried weapons, The job for the Bavbara J during the opsration waa
zx Fellaws! :
1., The Barbera J wna to oscers the trensport ehlp Houstenm into
Bakla Goghincs to Ted Danch. The Heuston had aboard the Zod and 5th

dattalions Jiginforced.

2, The Barbara J uas 1o soot tho Nousten offshore, uhila tha Forhova
I's bouch recohaplssensa teas recenncited the besoh end sed Lisht marlers
at azel flan: of o suitgble leudine sita.

. The Berbora J wes to orovids nuwf:lra supnert when Decessary aod
asstst in the unloeding of the fccatan's mee snd suppilss at Ped Bozell

Ao vThan thy bese® waw ecogaidsred ln good shape, the Darbarz O wws
to ezeort he ! LLE:'t-:'-n cut ol Egkda Cechinos and Fl‘f‘{-Eﬂﬂ ta petrol tne
boach irem O-open Beseh esatward for five miles, engejlng any eneimy 2es
T Toud conund heading towerd Groon Beaeh.

4. Zho Harbera o uos bo oTEESe tw pmy hereasvent cpernblons which
woeld canfuen Yha atemy and beln oo oo Toeces.

The alicctive of 4he Zné 3attolien en Jed Bsecoh was o scevre too
Lecehignd, '!:l:‘:-cn:lql:_ nortingard o bn'nilln'*" alrserin, lir:n wp uith tha
CATELTOOLOTE , Ond nEecosd fa Cljeetive 2 en the railress at 02,0 - 72,0
cn tha 150,000 1ma, The objeciive of the G Battalio: wos te land
bohind tha fmd Battalisn snd iple over end sefecunrd She bpaehhaad.

AT 2350 cn D&l tha Borbers J oonfh one .""' koo ﬁu‘:-*l‘-'lLEL from ivp valor
ponver s ar, sooadule. St 0133 oo PPy the Davbare 0 oand the Pounsten were

oit 5trtlsa i wmoniksg Liod Hepoh., e Davhare J smell bBoot oudth madla wns
Sirnetennd ta s%end by writh ke Houston,  The cther small Leat vith the
reconnoinss se Tea- and the writer vrsceaded cshore to the right of Jad
ma.a.u]' ang fosnsed and pavief fhe righd fleas witheet being detocted.

N s owrocesde? by opmter te fhe oind adidiek was fo o the Llaft
5 .'l:m.. =8 Um Peoch oaud disgoverst tie noint uas oteebled T¥ oeney men.
Tha Zud r'--t.' Alior porande? wag asiod fa notify vs wien he was within
ton miruies of Qispacehing iz first vuva t-'-?-‘ “ra Zesch. dhon Lhe
Eautslion c--.'~.~.:~.der aieniitiod hs ousz oraady, the rasen Loam ennroselnd dhe
polpt, b cheot 30 wraeds off The seind, -.-:-L"' or fivae racline puns and sub—
naphine qon: onensd Tira on the reson beat. The reeon bowt returaed FiTe
end silencad thess pmans.  Tha resch boot heeoked up to enroinmctely 2090
verds off i podnt end marked the Xelfn 7. with e Blivw'-inz £lashlizht
towardc #za.  The Clest Terty soldlers Lo uithowt ooreslidon, thoush
sporedic [ie ctertod a5 se8m as by Bl londed sohere. Thig fire wnm

their dmditf .l conmbast with the 50 nllitiamen in ths willage ot the tiza
of =t Llurd e,
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Cayao Higuwel snd Cayao Glanco del Sur grd the island of Yarraric, WHe
corried loud speakarz and ssorched in the lamgrobs suerps and iried to
reassere Llddan refvgess that the orms we carried vers mol efnlnst —
fen, but apainat Castrs. Thay were afraid of our orme. or exerpla,
ciwe Tan had boen lying with cmly his foce out of the vatetr, and when
he zaw the writer, he tried to alck under weter, Yo triod to agsure
him, but hn thought that ths wwiter was & Mugeian. He rald thet

thera ware no frisnds any more, and wWe vers Posaisns. Wa brosdesst
that 15 thay would cell 1o w3, we would gporcach them withovt elcthing
el armg. Durirg this cpeTation Castro hod kslicopters calling es L8
they ware they were savicrs of the refogees end then submachine gun
those who would shoyw themselves. I balieve that we nissed many
siwrvivors hocawss of the smudlncss of gur patrocl. Yo eould not cover
svely aguere (oot of these islands, and the refogess ware afrald to

exprag thanselvas to ws. AL wora in usekoned conditiop and at timas
had tg i cerried to tha boat.

[n tldis nipht, the militi-wwn -oved on 10 the islends ond set
Cire to ths brush ond eladmod %o hawe Arlwen oet 156 svevivers. T
boliove that thda iy an exegperation. On the fellowing werning, the
writer obd four UDT zen and rvlier bocts and soviceent bonrded the
subtmaring UEE Threcedfln and stortsd tousrds Nekia Cochinee Tar ab
attomptad reccus near the sunksn Houston. ‘This oporotien was cam—
called at 7 o'clock in pad tha Thrsediin returmed to e

g toe,
Tho writer and the operftions officor of the Hlsgar were sir-lirted
to the Ezsex and subsequently to Guatpnlmo snd to hesdguarters,
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