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SUMMARY ¢

SEEMS TO KNOW A LOT
ABOUT PARAMILITARIES AND THEIR LINKS TO DRUG TRAFFICKERS
AND THE ARMY.

HE 17THR BRIGADE LOCATED AT CAREPA IN THE
URABA REGION OF NORTHWESTERN ANTIOQUIA DEPARTMENT. THIS
IS THE UNTIT HAVING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CURRENTLY TENSE
BORDER WITH PANAMA, WHICH IS EXPERIENCING THE SPILLOVER
EFFECTS OF GUERRILLAS AND PARAMILITARIES ACTING WITH
RELATIVE IMPUNITY AGAINST INNOCENT CIVILIANS, MANY OF
WHOM HAVE BEEN DISPLACED OR MURDERED, ON- BOTH SIDES OF
THE BORDER.

2.
SPECIAL COMMAND {COMANDO ESPECIAL CONJUNTO, OR CEC),
WHICH 1S5 THE COLAR'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTERNARCOTICS
EFFORT TO CAPTURE DRUG KINGPINS KNOWN AS THE "BLOQUE DE
BUSQUEDA"™ {SEARCH BLOC), LOCATED IN CALI {VALLE DEL

Page 2



THERE IS A "BODY COUNT SYNDROME" IN THE COLAR:WHEN
-IT COMES TO PURSUING THE GUBRRILLAS. AcCORDING TOE
THIS MINDSET TENDS TCQ FUEL HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES
BY OTHERWISEZ WELL-MEANING SOLDIERS TRYING TO GET THEIR
QUOTA TO IMPRESS SUPERIORS. 1IT COULD ALSO LEAD TO A
CAVALIER, OR AT LEAST PASSIVE, APPROACH WHEN IT COMES TO
ALLOWING THE PARAMILITARIES TO SERVE AS PROXIES FOR THE
COLAR IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE GUERRILLA BODY COUNT.

WAS INTIMATELY FAMILIAR WITH THE RECORD OF TWO
17TH BRIGADE COMMANDERS.: THE FIRST WAS BG VICTOR JULIO
((aLvaREZ}) VARGAS, WHOMIEEMsAIoJllREALLY LTKED AND
RESPECTED. ALVAREZ COMMANDED THE BRIGADE IN 19585 AND WAS
REPLACED IN JAN 96 BY BG RITO ALEJO ((DEL RIO)) ROJAS,
ABOJT WHOM HE HAD FEWER NICE THINGS TO SAY.

6. WAS ASKED IF THE PARAMILITARY WAVE
OF VIOLENCE. IN THE URABA REGION AND THE RELATED MILITARY
COLLUSION WERE RECENT PHENOMENA. REPLIED IN THE
NEGATIVE, SAYING THAT MILITARY COOPERATION WITH THE
PARAMILITARIES HAD 3EEN OCCURRING FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS,
‘BUT _THAT IT HAD GOTTEN MUCH WORSE UNDER DEL RIOQ.

AFTER HTS BRIGADE COMMAND, BG ALVAREZ BECAME
DIRECTOR OF THE ESCUELA MILITAR DE CADETES *JOSE MARIA
CORDOVA"™ (THE COLAR EQUIVALENT OF WEST POINT), WHERE HE
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