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Some Inddans nave Argusd, hovewss, tiat possesalon of
aven I weaponz and s delivery system would pravide a delerrent
against China and reduce Indian depandence.on the Sovist Union. The, d
timing of the test mey slzo bavn been ke¥ed to boost sagging Indian ?
morale in the face of innreasing demestia sconomie prabilezs apd politicnl 1

" Alscontent. Mozt Indisnz probably Twworsd tha test, tmt might view the

cost of scquiring & weapens mnd delivery xystem lems entrusiastiselly,

. 13 .

in hag & well-dsveloped piacerul atemic progran,
{The Tndims FY 197Th nuclear tmdget 1o”wbaut §130 millien, with total) -
sxprnditures to date move thon 3% Dillion ) With relatively littlp sxtra - i
sxpanse, Indls could undertake the neceasary work for a eontinuing ruekear
. test progrem, India's GAP 4p currently about 365 billion, and its
dufense budget sbowt 32.6 billien, Expenditures to test additicmal
mclear devices and evan to proceed with A nodest wespons program sould }
be sabsorbed witHoat subatantisl impact on Indis'a devalopment program, .
Effort to devalop scphisticated weapons and dolivery bystem, howaver,
wguld place & severs drain on Indian rescurces,

; ' . BiAf |
though "Clrus iz pot safeguarded, h
Indis’'s sgresmnts with ' Alge the U,8.) specified tiat )
materialy supplisd would be used for peaceful purphses only, India,
howevar, 6id not seeeph subszeguent U,5. and Canadian interpretasions
that explosicns of say.port could not be considersd peaeeful, ] B
' ) ) DEPAXTMENT OF ETATE A/CO02X%
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A.. South Astat oralldr, &

- of Indis have loten '
in Soutk fsin cke likely to recsive

and impmediate prozpe

QLE b LA K
p sotbmek. Palilzien bas already

indtcated that it will nod attend a Jure’10 meoting &= work oub travel

and trmspoﬂa.tio?} agreomenta

B, USSR: The Soviets shnre our
1otbisd Fard, though wansuccsssfully,
this point, they are wary of dnmagin
have refrained fram any publio come

with India,

aontern abont proliferation. Th'e;;
to-get India to sign thae MPT, AT
g their laose tles with India ard
nt, Soviet peus accownts have

vith regard %o the

styeszed the 'peacefnl” character of the tesnt.

questian posed by the Netherlanda on Moy 28, we have no informtion that
the Soviets were informed in advance of the tast or aszizted thed Indians

divestly in eslrrying’it ewt.,
Field has been Limited (far Less
wa believe that the Soviets will

i sharing nuelbar 2xplosive technelogy with India,

Trdo-Soviet cooperatien in the muglear

than Canadisn or U.S, programs), and
b aven more cautious in the future
In recen® yeers the

Boviebs have supplied cnly
a large fomputer, and some lahoratory eruipmatt

¢, China:
comment.  Given Peking's views on the NPT and %
the Chinese will moab 1likely not take tha lend
test, Poking probably caloulates that
alter the balance of power or threatea Chinma fo

LS tons of heavy water [valued ag &4 million),

» -

Peking kas dewmlayed the Indian zest, naking no official

he Limited Test dan Treaty,
in opposing the Indian

the Indiian program will not

r o mubay Df years, and
Daspiit

therafore is unlikely .to alter Atz own defanse prioritles.
indigations before the test thak it might move rather soon
normal relatlons with Hew Delhi, Peking wiil take ncoount of the fest's
affect on Indo-Pakistani relations; China would not want to get out
ahead of Paklstan on relations sith Indin.

il !'Iea,r-m:aléars: The Japaness Government, o'ppaaitinn yarties and

towerd murs .

medis kave all reacted very negabively to th

e test and strongly condemmed

Tndia. The resctlon of other neav-ruclears s

ssn puted, including

that of Azgentina, which has signed an agreenent wiih Indla for eoaperation
in the yuclear Field. By 1tpelf, the Indian test is not likely to e

deelsive for othar near=muclenr povers,

The Indign exsmple, hovever,

could make it easier for others to follow suit,
accessian to niclead paver status.

following the raute of mencefal”

.

claining they too mre
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BE. U,5.: The ¥,8, pasition ig’ thal wm continng la oppoue nnclz?f'
pre Pesation besmuse of the adverse bmpuch 3t has on global fta?‘{i:‘;f-
We aré ecurrently continuing owr pazessment of the iaplications al' tae
Indlon fest. -
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