STUDENTS STAGE MAJOR DISORDERS [t HEXICO

The discrders that began in
Maxico City on 26 July are a
clagsic example of the Commiu-
nists' ability to divert a peace-
ful demonstration into a major
riot. Technical scudents pro-
testing police intervention ino a
student problem several days
previously were agitated by Com—
munist youths out celebrating the
Cascro revolution. The result
was & wild confrontation with
police during which many injucies
and much property camage occurred.

Student zeal to continus the
campaign against police bruta:-
ity and authority in genaral
grupted into a second,; moDe se-
rious, and apoarently spontansous
manifestation early on 30 July.
Harsh police methods designec to
break up a student fight ap-
parently precipitated a genaral
rampage of secondary school stu-—
dents that soon Decame uUnocontrol-
lable. The [ederal paratrocpers
who ware called in to restore
oréer roughed uoc several hundred
vouths ang broke into university-—
connected schools, thereby vYio=
lating university autonomy.

Mounting student grisvances

over police treatment in the cur-
rent criszis are agoravating the
poor relationship betwWesn the stu-

dents and the government. The
Diaz Ordaz acministration has
been confronted with a continu-
ing series of student strikes
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gver a variety of local lssues
for the past three years. Demon=-
strations of syvmpathy and sup-
port for their studeant comrades
in Mexico City by provincial
vouth groups may precluda an
early sclution to the present
situation. TWOo StudentsE are
reported dead in the Mexlican
Gulf state of Tabasco in the
wake of a student-police fray,
and student rioting has occurred
in Jalapa, the capital of Vera-
CEUZ.

The administracion has mads
good on Diar Ordazr' warning
gaveral weeks ago co leading
Communists that the government
would hold them culpable for
any disruption of order prior to
or during the Olvmpiecs. The
governmént's immediate response

to th irst oocthreak en the
T

was TO aArrest a
number o osrominent Communists .
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to have solid evi-
Communist Parky
fracas on 26 July
and reportedly has indications of
Soviet Embassv complicity, it is
mlikely that the Soviets would
50 undecmine their carefully
nurtured good relak wis

the Mexicans.
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