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i+ The purpese of this Airmunitions Letter is to Fresent a
periodie summary of incidents whereip nuclear WEaDons wers invsiged,
and to provide 3 Tesume of the methods and procedures used by the

0D personnel invelved at the incidents,

2. This summary includes the incident at McGuire AFB, hew
Jersey, en 7 Jure 1980, This incident will hereafter be referred to

as f@&&'?*é%*ﬁ -
Tt
le Locatien.

MeGuire AF3, New Jersey.

2. Date.
7 June 1960,
é-  Tyce ef Incicens, ﬁ

; %
. Fire in 3 Tealy missiie shelter which house =994 -
missile. The missile was fueled anpg contained a ,’*:
warhead. : .

4.  Brief,

&. “Sroken Arren® alert was recsived at 1222 hours (MsT)
that a fire hag broken cut in g missile ready shelter at McGuire AFm,
The belief was that a possihla:?aﬂewggiﬁt” degonatica_haéﬁgccarred and

that an 3dj2cent shelter %38 endangered by the fire,

b, The 27024 ECD Souadron was notified to. dispatch EOD perw
soninel to the stene to render dssistance, Detachmens Ne. 4, Arighte
Fatterson AFG, and Detachment o, b, Griffissg AF3, departed theiyr
Stations enroute ¢ the incident, ;

€. At Ig2s hours (ﬁﬁﬁ?} infarmatiaa_washﬁis;agched from the
3ite tkat;a~¥anaw§ciﬁt”-&e%dﬁéti&ﬁ-%ad-éefiﬁitéiy“ﬂ&?3¢tcﬁﬁred;aad~t&at
é&cﬁﬁ%aminatianumas under way, Detachrent ne. = feturned te Wright-
Fatterson AFE .,

" d- A resume ¢ SVENLs 3z reported by the Detachment Commarder
{Detachmens Ne. 8) folie.s:

, gl) At & "reximately 1518 hours (EDST) twe {(2) explo-
Si0% ocourred AN ong of thg ready missile shelters, #han emergency

»
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personnel arrived at the shelter the missile was burning and ne
attempt could be made to bring the fire under controel. Water hoses
were placed through the doors prior to evacustion of emergency
personnel. All personnel not belonging to the energency crew were
evacuated from the missile site. Fire fighting personnel wers able
to return to the shelter at approximately 1545 hours (EDST) and cone
tain the fire. No alpha monitering equipment was available at the
missile site and assistance was requested from Fort Dix {Army) EOD
personnel for monitering the immediate area. A survey for Alphs,
Gammz and Beta was conducted on the area outside of the shelter with
negative results.

(2} 4 gentle wind {5 to 8 knots te the SW) was
blowing the smoke off-base. Smoke was blown over one adjacent
shelter. This shelter did not become contaminated,

{3) a: approximately 1915 hours (EDST) persennel of
Detachment 6, clothed in full protective clothing and Scott Afr Paks,
eatered the ares. The netse seztion of the missile was stil} smoldpre
ing. A water hose that had been braced in the doorway was directed
toward the neose section. Approximately one {1) inch of water covered

ihe entire floor area of the shelter. Water was flowing under the { &
front shelter doors down the street and inte a drainage diteh. The Eﬁ?x‘
entire area inside the shelter and outside adjacent to the shelter M agl

was monitored. The highest Teading obtained at this time was 2%0 Cp [
directly under the warhead, {The water apparently shielded any other .-
readings.) The nts used at this time included the PAC 15 ard
AlPDR 27. Thé arhead had been engulfed in the fire and had

been exposed to super-heating.” The explosive was completely conm

sumed and the pit had melted and dropped to the floor, mixed with a
considerable amount of ash 2nd miscellaneocus residue, Ko explosive
residue could be found, Fhotographs were obtained and monitoring was
suspended at 2230 hours (EDST). water was again released inte the
shelter and 8Irangements were established with the fire department to
keep the ares outside of the shelter wet during the night.

{4} EOD personnel Teturned to the ares on 8 June 1960.
The area was allowed to dry and Staplex Alr Samplers ware erected.
(Later reading of the filter papers indicated a reading of 1.56 DaM, )
At 1000 hours (EDST) monitoring ocutside of tha shelter disclosed a
high reading of 160,000 CPM., (It was evident that contaminustion found
outside of the shelter was deposited by the slulcing of the shelter with
water.}) Public Health Service Officers conducted an off-bage survey of
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approximately 66 square miles and reported t?at“ﬂo +
nation were found. An-ther survey was made inside ¢
it had dried., A reading of over 2,000,000 CPM was ¢
near the warhead residue. Other areas within the sh
100 CPM to 50,000 CPM. The entire inside of the she
and all readings indicating contamination were limit
immediately sround and slightly forward eof the warhe
Ares was roped off and kept wet the rest of the day
June. Personnel entering the area were kept to a mi
&n accident investigation tean trying to determipe t
explosion and fire. (Refsrence Figure 1.)

(57 On 9 June 1960 monitoring was re
¢f the warhead residue was started at 1900 hours (ED
was unbolted and remcved withcut-difficuity. The X=
Temoved and the tritium beottle eéxposed. The tritium
to be intact and in good condition. Approximately
of tubing remained attached to the bottle, the remai.
off. The line was crimped and the end filied with 1:
and recrimped. The T200A w2s used to moniter prior ¢
ing cperatiens, 411 readings with the T2904 were nec
portien of the tritium bottle was covered with & sti¢
2ppeared that the substance came from the thermsl bat
83Tple smears were obraired 25 3 precaution. The war
tritium bottle ang residue from the fleor were placec
sealed containers, agsin in plastic bags and finally
The cans were menitored on the outside and found to b
natien. A warhead container, with the tritium bettle
ef contaminated residue were turned over 0 the MNucle
The entire area inside and cutside of the shelter was v
with firs heses, Care “&s exercised {o prevent contami
areas,

{6} On 10 June the entire area was agal
was found that during the fire tar had melted and had ¢
sections of the floor in thin layers. Ssveral of the
cated readings of over 2,000,000 CFM. The clean area
zero (0) readings. The center of the road in front o
2lso raised inp contamination reading to 2,000,000 Coum

) The entire area was dgain washed down and allowe.
remonitered a slight drop in contamination was found,

A very thick layer of paint was applied. The outside
Peinted, using breems te spread the paint. A total o
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paint were used. When the paint had dried sufficiently to walk on,
monitoring was again resumed. All aress that previously indicated
high levels of contamination were effectively coversd and zero
readings were obtained. A few places on the fringe area indicated
minor readings of 30500 CPM. This reading was determined to be
ton-hazardous. The EOD personnel terminated operations at 2200 hours

{EDST), 10 June 1960.

(7) One item of concern was where the contaminated
sluice water was going. The flow was traced and it was fournd that
after traveling slightly over two hundred feet cutside the fenced
ares (a total distance from the shelter of approximately 500 feet)
the water was sbsorbed by the sandy soil. A suitable dam was cone
structed to insure that the water did not leave the immediate area
and further that i+ did not lesve the military reservation. The
water supply was not contaminated and arrangements were made for
regular inspections of the water supplv,

(8) Biced samples were obtained immediately upon the
return of the EOD personnel to their home station. Urine specimen
series were also started on 1l June and completed on 12 June. No
casualties were sustained by EOD perscnnel of Detachment 6, ZI02d
EQDRON. ’

(¢} nNote Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, By, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, .22 for extent of damage incurred
at this inciden:.

5. Unususl Problems.

The incident was handled in a very capable manner and all
problems were considered by the Detachment Commander to be typical
under the circumstances.

6. Contamination,
Considerable range of Alpha readings were obtained as

indicated in the brief. The only contamination encountered was
Alpha.
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