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SUBJECT = PRESENT PAKISTANI INITIATIVES IN AFGHANISTAN .

REF. FAX aMBASSADOR BRAHIMI, DATED 29 QCTOBER 1897

1. YESTERDAY, 29 OCTOBER, I MET 'AS MURSHID TO DISCUSS CURRENT
PAKISTANI INXITIATIVES WITH RESPECT TO AFGHANISTAN WITH HIM. I
ASKED TWO QUESTIONS IN PARTICULAR:

WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND OF THE RECERT "OFFER" FOUR NEGOTIATIONS MADE
BY MULLAH RABBANI ON 15 OCTOBER AND -THE SUBSEQUENT VISIT OF. CHIEF
SECRETARY RUSTAM SHAH MOHAMED IN FAIZABAD? HOW DOES cop" ASSESS THE
FIRST ROUND OF THE G8 ON 216 OC‘.I‘OBER 1997" HURSHID ANSWERED AS
FOLLOWS

2, . ON THE MORNING OF 35 OCTOBER, _%mmz_'_s.mgn_ PHO
» . MULLAH RABBANI.-HE EXPRESSED HIS GROWING-IMPATIENCE WITHUIHE;LACK
o:-* “PROGRESS :IN THE SEARCH ‘FOR A - PEW JFCRITICISED

EYP’_EIEEEESS— Wf
URGEN'I‘L OME TO IS T0 -MEET
L RDER

- 'RABBANI "ACCEPTED THE INVITA‘I‘ION. N THE: 1 3

: DAY, HE MET NAWAZ SHARIF FOR A LENG'I‘HY nxscussxox,rﬁrombwzn BY A
WORKING DINNER. FS SHAMSHAD AND MURSHID WERE ALSO PRESENT. THE PM
JVBLUNTLY" DEMANDED, THAT THE TALIBAN SHOULD MAKE ‘A . GESTURE OF
GOODWILL. HE PROPOSED XN PARTICULAR, THAT lmLﬂiﬁ _RABBANT "SHOULD
MEET WITH PROFESSOR RABBANI.

4. MULLAH RABBANI REFUSED TO DO mm:s, _CLATIMING THAT PROFESSOR
RABBANT WAS A RAEN WITHOUT POLITICAL RELEVANCE. AFTER A LONG AND
DIFFICULT DISCUSSION, HE FINALLY AGREED TO MEET WITH ALL THE' FOUR
LEADERS AT THE SAME , NAMELY: PROFESSOR RABBANI, MASOUD, DOSTUM

KHALILI. ‘I‘HE MEETING SHOULD ‘I’K'ICB‘PLACE IN ISLAMABAD.
MULLAH RABBANI DID NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTION THE POW = OR VIP -~
ISSUE AS A PRECONDITION FOR TALKS.- PM CONSIDERED THIS A SUBSTANTIAL
POLITICAY, BREAKTHROUGH. MURSHID WAS MUCH MORE CAUTIOUS AND SALD™
THAT THE POWISSUE HAD-ALWAYS COME UP IN THE FINAL. INSTANCE AND
THAT THEREFORE OMITTING IT THIS TIME SHOULD NOT BE OVERESTIMATED.
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