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2. DECEMBER 26, 1 CALLED ON UNDERSECRETARY SAHHAF AT
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THE FOREIGN MINRISTRY TO COMPARE NOTES ON AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD'S
YISIT AND FOLLOW-UP ON SOME SPECIFIC POINTS. SAHMAF'S
OPENING COMMENTS CONFIRMED QUR OWN I[MPRESSION FROM A

NUMBER OF OTHER SOURCES THAT THE VISIT WAS VERY FAVORABLY
RECEIVED IN IRAQ BOTH BY THE GOVERNMENT AND THE

IRAQI PUBLIC. SAHHAF NOTED THE GOOD ATMOSPHERE DURING

THE VISIT AND THE WIDE CONVERGENCE OF VIEWS,

3. DRAWING ON PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPRRTHENT,

1 BEGAN BY REFERRING TO OQUR RECENT CONSULTATIONS IN THE
GULF. *~ SAHHAF INOICATED THAT HE WAS UP ON THIS THROUGH

THE REPORY OF THE CHIEF OF IRAQIRT AFTER HIS BRIEFING BY

THE DEPARTMENT. 1 RECALLED THAT ALL GULF STATES HAD SHOWN
AN INTEREST IN CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS, WITH SEVERAL

HORE INTERESTED IN MILITARY ASPECTS THAN.QTHERS. SAHHAF,

. WITHOUT COMMITTING HIMSELF, CONVEYED THE IMPRESSION THAT
IRAQ 1S5 PLEASED WITH THE INTEREST WE ARE SHOWING IN THE GULF.

4, AS THE CONYERSATION MOVED TO STEPS WE ARE TAKING WITH
QUR FRIENDS TO STOP MILITARY SALES TO IRAN, SAHHAF EXPRESSED
HIS GOVERNMENT'S SATISFACTION. HE SEEMED PARTICULARLY
PLEASED BY NY REPORT THAT AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD

FAVORED DISCUSSING THE ISSUE WITH OUR FRIENDS IN STRATEGIC
TERNS RATHER THAN LIMITING OURSELVES TO TRYING TO INTERDICT

SPECIFIC SHIPMENTS THAT MIGHT COME TO OQUR ATTENTION.

5. ON THE QUESTION OF DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO END THE WAR,
SAHHAF REFLECTED IRAQ'S CONTINUED FRUSTRATION WITH THE LACK
OF PROGRESS. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE UN/SYG

WOULD BE ATTENDING THE ISLAMIC SUMMIT AT CASABLANCA BUT

ggégE#ﬂS USUALLY A PROTQCOLAR APPEARANCE RATHER THAN
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ONE DEALING WITH SUBSTANCE. SAHHAF CONFIRMED OUR IMPRESSION
THAT IT WILL NOT BE KNOWN UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE
WHETHER OR NOT SADDAM HUSSEIN WILL ATTEND THE MEETING.

6. OUR DISCUSSION OF THE GULF WAS LARGELY IN TERMS OF
IRAQI PETROLEUM EXPORTS. I NOTED THAT, WHILE WE SUPPORTED
PIPELINE PROJECTS THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY HELP TO REDRESS
THE IMBALANCE BETWEEM.IRAQ'S.ANG IRAN’S EXPORTS, inf WONDERED
WHETHER IRAQ WAS NOY \INTERESTED:IN TESTNG, IRAN'S !
INTENTIONS WITH REGARD_TQ.IRAQY, ‘USE, OF, THE..GULE. & SAHHAF
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT TOO WERE INTERESTED IN THIS
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POSSIBILITY, BUT HE OBSERVED, AS HE KAD PREVIQUSLY, THAT
IRAG DID NOT XNOW WHAT TECHNICAL PROBLENS MIGHT HAYE TO BE
OVERCOME, INCLUDING CLEARANCE OF WRECKS AND MINES. I
REPLIED THAT WE T0O, WERE IN THE DARK ON A NUMBER QF
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RE IRAQ'S ABILITY TO DELIVER OIL TO A
GULF TERMINAL. THIS LEAD TO MY SUGGESTION THAT WE BE

PLACED IN CONTACT WITH IRAQI OFFICIALS WITH WHOM WE COULD
DISCUSS SUCH MATTERS IN MORE UETAIL.
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7. IN CONVEYING THE HIGH LEVEL US INTEREST IN IRAQ'S
ECONOMIC SITUATION, I ASKED WHETHER IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR
ME TO MEET WITH FIRST DEPUTY PREMIER TAHA YASSIN RAMADHAN
(WHO IS IRAQ'S ECONOMIC CZAR). I NOTED THAT IN ADDITION
TO DISCUSSNG ECONONIC NATTERS IT\HIGHT'RE USEFUL FUR us
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