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Symmary

Tevael’'s rafd on Iraq's nuelear fesdldty on 7 Juna
could he o wakersked event in 2he Hiddle Ezst, epeaiing
rnew militery and politioal rdalities, Phg ¥5-Isreelt
relatignship once sore i3 g central dssus in regional
politics, and new streing Aave been added fo US-drab
relations. Kadhirgbonfs ability to promake Arch coop-
arabion against @ Souiet threat gp do bring the Avabs
and Tsrvasiic &0 the bargaining table huas hzen skruwek
e hapd dlou. Arab ifeadore fur From the frentiinda £n
tha Lavant kave baan shown Ehat thair militgry and eco-
noptic fostlities are not beyond the racsh of Israelfz
siriking powar. Hather than drawing then inte a nego-
tigétng process, Israzl's demonatpated provess will
only spasd the erms race. 2l Avip has mada &he point
shat tt will net elliow an Arab stats to develap a
nuclear weapore capability. In Lhe abaence .of U5
restraint on Farasi, Avab leaders will {ntensify thaip
saarel for altarmative ways to boost their gecurity and
protect thaipr imbasrasts; this prasenis opporsunibins for

the USSH. =P '
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THis aszzssment waz preparsd under the auzpices of the Hatlanal Intsili-
' gancn Qffiser Fop Wesw Paat and South Asia by the Centrsl intelligence Agency's
‘ OLfige of political Amilyeiz. The axsassmant resgonds (o & Tequest fxom NEID
grincigats. 7T uvar courdlnabted lafommally 4k the working lével with the Bursau
©f Inballlgenge and Resmarch of the Oapasizeql of Skats, the Dafeaie Inkalligence
! Agency, the Natlomal Ssourify Agadcy, Eha Ospartsent of Enezgy, apd Fha, lekeili-
genca avganizations of Mhe milizary sezvicea. 4 "
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The nuglear issue alone hasz Fac~reaching implications.
Davalopment of a nuclear weapons option ls now part of the piblic
debate in the Middle East. Forpex Befonae Minigter Dayan has
dispelied the ambjguity that surroundod Isr2el's nuglear pragram
by acknowladging Israel'z capability to produce fuclear weapons,
and the raid on Irag hae laid Tel ¥iv's challenge bafora the
Arab wopld in clesar tegns. 2§mwf1g

{rag's president Siddam Huwzein esponded by suggesting that
¥e. 'd gavernments provide the Arabs with 4 nuelear defersent me
L. =l's formidable nucleap capabilities. ugix nezgaga %o other
A % iz thacg thay can have no seQurity as long as Israal alone
S0 . snds the nucleas threat. o

Saddam Hussein will find sympathy tiis position throughout
mech of the Third wogld. ) e Yecent QAU meeking in
Nalrobi peted that the defhraye Iragi fEhctor is now viewad by

maAny <onferess ad a symbol of Third Warld aspirations. Angss over
itz deseruction taints gensral attitudes toward the United Statas

and Egypt, as well as toward Ilsrasi.

Azab reaction will indicate if Israsl's wpaid Wwas a barning
point o simply anothar example of the resgion's inztability. oOn
the popular level, Azab angetr will he directed at the Upitad Svatss
for baing responzible for Israel's asseendancy and at Arab jeadsrs
for having failed to protect Arab intevasvs, ppdée such prassures
Arah leadars will scck protection in the alwvays nebulous Arab unfity,
intanﬁify their aonventional arms bulldup, liook for naw Ways ko
Zeatrain Israell powar, and, in soms casesg, might zreevaluats thefr
relabions wich Washingtor and alter thair view of the_ role the
United States should play in the Middle pase, Q;;&#Tﬁr

Arab Reactiopz Sp saw 3

Neither deap-ssatad atger nor widespread conviction within
the Arab world that the Unitsd Statas wis soimdhow invalved has
been translated intw action. cCalls for rataliaticen have come
£rom Some Arab radicale and Avab madia, but Irag's agresment to
the compromise rasoiusisn at the Upitad Nations Sacupity Council
unddtour demanda for the use of the oil Weapon., WUis of oil or
financial lewarsge would in any case probably reguire an Arah
consansus similar te that reached ing Baghdad following Egypht's
signing of tha Camp David accords. An Arab summit meebing for
late summer £o dizcuss the rtaid is being considerad i some

CLEcles . *gar*
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Ifmediste Hepercussions
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The immediate political consaquatces of the raid have beap
along pradictanle lines. Iragqi President Saddam Hussein has=
suffered a hlow o his prestige and to his ambitions to ba leader
of the Arab world and the nopalignad movement. It wil)l take
{raq meveral years to rehuild itg auchiear facilitias, avan Lf
Baghdad finds couperative suppliags of nuclaar- technology, ggﬂﬂ?T#'

A relsted consaquancs of tho raid is damage %o the Nou-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) aad to fhe IAEA safequards aystem.
The full seope of the dagage 13 not yek clear. The Isrcaelis
have pracipitated a debate over the effsctivenszs af<the 2afa-
guards sygiem by justifying their raid on the grounds that the
IABA safequards systenm 1$ a sham. This debate bBrobably will
i - have & detrimental impact. The safaguards systam--though un-

ahle ©o prevenkt a nation from developing a puclear Weapan--has
"long Been aszuged to have a detarrent value bocausa Lt Laisag
the peljtical costm of & weapons development dacizion. (5 HF}

TR

Py

LR L
PR

P

- The Ifagls have bad the support of most IAEA members hew
cause of gansral acosprance thit internstional and bilatersi
: safequards avaw Irag’s program wese sufficiznt to guard against
Bhe diverzion of figgilé matexial for a puslear device.
Saddam*s suatemsuts about the nead for aa Azxakh wzapons capa-
bilivy, howaver, probably will iphibis future transfers of
auclear technology t Irsg from mady TAZA mamboaxrs,

e

The riid hss damaged the rationale for 4 U5 Middle East
polieyr basad sn cooperarion against thesats from the USSR,
Arsh leadevs will ciazim even mors farcefully than bafore that
Feraeli sggraession and €rustrated Palsstinian aspirations ars
the wentral’issuss causing ipstability and that the Unitad
States holds the key to both., US ragueats for geoparation in
countering the Soviek threat are now mors like o ke mat
with counterxdsemands than with sympathy. (5.
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