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FROM: Harold H. Saunders }*\ -
SUBJECT: Military Assistance to Pakistan and the Trip to Peking

I have asked the State Department to prepare for you--perhaps to be
used for the SRG Thursday if it is not needed sooner--a memorandum
on the precise state of all of the legislative actions related to military
and economic assistance to South Asia. Some of these are coming to
a head in the next week or two, and it should be part of our general
game plan to set our strategy on that front as well as on the South
Asian front.

One of the issues that will come up in connection with assistance to
Pakistan, particularly military, is the question which Senator Case
has already asked: Did the US make any commitment to Pakistan on
military assistance in connection with the arrangements for your visit
to Peking? A more general way of putting this question would be
whether Pakistan has earned continuing military assistance because
of its role in facilitating your trip to Peking.

e

The problem here is that there would be some advantage to the Adminis-
tration for key members of Congress to recognize that we did have this
special reason for not wanting to cut off military assistance to Pakistan.
However, it seems more important to preserve the general posture that
we are not going to talk about the details of your trip. Otherwise, ,
goodness knows how the many State and Defense officials testifying o
before Congress will interpret the nature of the relationship between )
military assistance and your trip.

Therefore, I would recommend that anything that is said about the
relationship be said only by you. For others, I should think the line
would continue to be something like the following:

--It is best to discuss military supply policy in South Asia on its

own merits.
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