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May 10, 1971

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
'PARTICIPANTS: M. M. Ahmad, Economic Adviser to President ’
© - = -+ Yahya Khan of Pakistan o
Azha Hilaly, £rrbissador of Pakistan !
, Hemry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the Preszdent
2/" Harold H. Saunders, NSC Staff

DATE AND PLACE: 3:05 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday, May 10, 1971

—

Mr. Ahmad onened the conversation with a
political developments over the last coupls iy
turned, at Dr. Kissinger's request, in the last few mmukes to tne

prospects for the future.

Mr. Ahmad described President Yahya's wish that he come to Vashinston
and acguaint Dr. Kissinger and others wit: what has happened, way it
happened, the present situation and the future program. President Yohya
’ had been anxious that the army should hand over civil power as soon as
possible and he had worked hard in that direction. e has be:n decply
disappointed at the way events have turned out. He selicved that the
solution to the situation in Pakistan was political--umot military, Iveats s
prove this. A military solution could kave bren enfovced easily bacik in
1969, and he did not choose to do so. He broke up the one unilt in the

thority in line with th2 sover] nrovinenz, Thiz

V.iny, dividing a
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malance in favor of Tazs Pald-tan, Jilonold foir and oo 2iooiions.

Mr. Ahmad cited this backzround to show that Prcs;dent Yahya's main :
desir had peen to find a2 political scolution.

Mr. Ahmad continued, saying that Presidént Yahya had placed no limits )
on the mal;ing of a constitution except that it be in the framework of one ‘
single country. The President felt disappointment that Mujibur Rahman

had begun shifting his ground after the election. Mujib was to have come

to Islamabad for meetings early in the constitutional process, but Yahya

went to Dacca. Arrangements were made for a second round of talks but

Mujib found an excuse not to come. The President felt that there had to

be gsome understanding among the politicians before the constituent
~assembly actually met,
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