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Material Within Iran During Period Covered by Last Two Years!
[ s O " ‘ra
T have bhe honor to atbach hereto a memorandum prepared by’ ”7
¥r, C. Rdvard Wells, the Public Affajrs Officer of .the Fsbassy, under dabe

D
A
C
of May 28 entitled "Report on the Use of Anti-Soviet Material Within Iran r
During Period Covered by Last Two Years"', I
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N

Tn view of the unfair and distorted criticism which has at times been

T
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made of the failure of the USIS office in Tehran to combab communism T haveT 1IFT "

asked Mr, Wells to prepare this memorandum, I may add that Mr. Wells does
not endeavor to incorporate in this memrandum all the activities of the
USTS section of the Embassy. and of other sections of the FEnbassy against
inbernational communism dur ing the last two years, Practically all of the.
personnel of the Fmbassy engaged in substantive work have been unobbrt iVe].}J"
vel persistently and continuously, taldng advanbage of every opportunidgzy

to expose the fallacies of communism and to warn Iranian officials, edi&bors|
professors, business leaders and other Iranian nationals of the danger§ to
Iran from international commnism. The Frbassy personnel have engaged i
literally hundreds of conversations on this subject and I bellieve that
their activities have had considerable success, It should be pointed @t ,
however, that any strugrle against communism on the part of the FmbassyZfwst
be carried on discreetly. The meubers of the Fubassy cannot flaunt el ther
their acbivities or thelr accomplishments in this regard. The Iranian ==
Government has made it abundantly clear on a number of occasions that it
will not permit that Iran shall become the scene of an ldealogical war
between counbries malntaining correct relations with it, While T was
Ambassador in Tndia both the Indian and Pakistan Governments received
complaints from the Govermment of Irdn because their respective Brbassies

-

A=y
i

in Tehran were engaged in a propaganda war., Similarly on numerous occasiong.

menbers of the Tranian CGovermment had indicated to members of the Tmbassy
that it would be extremely unfortunate if the Fmbassy should use facilities
accorded to it by the Covernment of Tran in order openly to attack the
Soviet Union or the Sovliet Satellite States, They frequently refer to an
Tmperi al Tranian Decree dated Seplember 25, 1949 which reads as follows:

"No embassy, legation, consulate, or foreign representative
in Tran has the right to distritute any publications in which policy
of Tran, situation of the couniry, support of certain definite groums
or opposition to another group are discussed. WNor have they the
right to distribute publications which make Iran a center and place
of political propaganda against a third government." T
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In view of this situation the Department wlll understand why the Umhassy &B
not in a positlon to advertlse ibs offorts to combat Ilnternablonal commun:f.aam LAY
Tran. TLmy add that T am confident bthab there ls not a member of tha Tnbassy

. Btaff who la pulling hie Runchem in the strupgle against communilem bodaves of
o

i Vaony, noaret mympalhy o b

oyance Lov communiem ox for tho idoology and poldelan “

G of the Bovlet Union and the Sovlet Satellite States, | , ],=s:4
g ' § T 1] ’ i
; ' There is-also attached to this despatch an envelope conba:a.m.ng in smgle?lig .
v copy nine exhibits relating to the efforts of the USIS sectlon of thé=Embassy ‘i
‘ to combat communi.sm, | : i y
i o 1] jli“éi
E : Respectfully, 5 ‘ ‘51}i’|i
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. To: * The Ambassador May 28, 1953 ¢ . Pl i
Froms C, Edward Wells L Poibg ir
Public Affairs Officer o R
. . ‘. i ‘ 7 i'l E ; I‘.
Subject: Report on the Use of Anti-Soviet Material within Iran Duriing"Pe’riocl il ‘ !
S ‘Covered by Last Two Tears L - 110 s
" Before launching into the factunl rveport I should like to present herewith , . !
a little background information. . ~ J ooy
. ' . L | A B T
F I ! i [ 3
Tor & long perlod, but cerbalnly during the lagt four years, the Iramlan =
qovernment has corsistently and £irmly taken the abtituds that theyayve & | 1 1. -
as well dsjchiefs 'l |

neutral in the cold war and various Iramian heads of governnent
of the Division of Press and Propagdnda have served informal notice upon the! 10
principal officers of the Embassy that, in consideration of Iran's position,:® . .

they could not tolerate an out and out propaganda war between the United|States : ;
and the Soviet, or for that matber, between any other countries, In this ! . . . :
connection they sighted the fact that when India and Pakistan began:to wége a vt
propaganda war against one another within Iran they quickly stopped: bothisides ' ;
by prohibiting their use of any of the media within Tran, E by I B
. . v Tl f Ry
The basis on which we have be¢n warned to be careful of our output is,in i
an Imperidl Iranian Decree fated Shptember 25, 1949, reference #10263. This © 411 o
decree consists of four articles. :Following quote is a translation of a:i"bic?.e #21 oy
- E P !
1o embassy, legation, consulate, or foreign representative in}Iran . |
has the right to distribute any publicaticns in which policy of Ivan,: @ | 1
gituation of the country, support -of certain definite groups or opposition;” :.
to another group are discussed, Nor have they the right to distribute Lo
publications which make Iran a center and place of political propaganda ' °
" against a third government.” (See Emb, Desp. 326, Dec. 1k, 1949) A
’ i 11 I
We have not been dble to operate freely. The restrictions have aZLway}s!i CE
been in the background; therefore, in planning our program, although we have !, |1
made every effort to use as much anti-Soviet material as possible, our oy'fdpu}t o 5 i
has been tempered through our constantly keeping in mind the fact that if we f b .
did go too far, restrictive measures would be used.. R KR ]3 v
) : SRR S I SRS I )
Cultural Section ‘ 1 ; er |
‘ A A P
The Cultural Section has made its contribution to the antiucorfmm,rirj.s:té Lot IR
campaign through the distribution of strongly anti-communist publicationsisuch,, = = . E
as Postmarked Moscow, Conquest by Terror, Brain Washing, etc. These books have & iy, |

| been Fresented by members of e Culbural stalf to Iranian nationals of jsome . . |
'| prominence who could be classified as leaders. In addition, through cultf;xr_al e
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‘connect:.ons with universi'by groups, officials of the Ministry of Bducal.t:l.on,
members of the Iran America Society and vthers. The gtaff of the Culfural
Section meets these people socially, in casual encounters, and in small!groups
ard quite often discuss the question of Soviet Russia,
the best possilble opportunity to explain and justify America's position and 'ho

[

Social encounters provide

point out the contrast with Russia's intransigent policies,

1

I

l
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vt
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Library ‘ ' ‘. !

A device to Teaturs the display of antiwcommunist books in the lei'aivy' was
worked out by placing a special shelf in a prominent position in'the. Library*‘ ;
which shelf is labeled as follows: ‘ ; 5 1 e

-

"IN VIEW OF INQUIRIES RECEIVED, THIS SHELF IS RESERVED FOR PUBLICJ\,-_
TIONS FXPOSING THE AGGRESSIVE OBJEQTIVLS OF. COMMUNISM AND THE METHODS
EMPLOYED BY . INTERNAT IUNAL COMTEUNISM AND BY T8 AGLNT IN VARIOUS GOUNTRILS
(see exhibit.f1) . .. .- . . .. . : P B

f“'“' i,..,
i !'

. A survey of the circulation of these hooks taken after they had been in us

who fell into the following prifeipal elassificationss students, government ! :
workers, teachers, merchants, accountants, engineers, military officersiand .i;
health workers. The most popular titles were David Dallints RISE OF RUSSIA IN:
ASTA and Walter Bedell Smith's M‘r THREE YEARS IN MOScCOW, | . il

Yo - .{u...'.. &

:

" A much more subtle anm-corriimnlst actw:.ty has been carrled on through the
weekly musie pI‘OgI‘aHL‘S. 0 opporiﬁunlty to pon.nt out how Soviet Russia controls
her creatlvb artists is o‘verlookf\d in the music program notes. _, 4§ ; i ‘] i

! I
- The L:Lbrary also d:l.spla;grs pl*toto exhibits arranged by the Exhibits tlo'n"
which, occasionally and usvally indirectly point to the advantages of th it
American form of government over the ommnist state. : N
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for six months showed that they had been borrowed by over one hundred individuals

¥ "
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Under the Presentation Progran we have used for limited d:l.strlbu'bn,on such' ‘

‘books..as THE GOD THAT FATLED, THE QRGANIZATIONAL WEAPON, gnd WORLD COMMUNISM. : 2 .

TODAY and, on order.ibo be. presented_ are_ A RJ:,LUGTANT TRA.VBLLER II\I RUSSIA andm P i
STALIN"‘ HOAX ON THE COMMUNISTS, I, i ‘

1
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Publlcatlons . C | i

g
i
*.The ‘Publications Section dis bmbutlon of anti-Soviet Leaflets, brochuresi, i,
= - ete. originated and produced outside of Tehran approximates 570,000 per year.;{ oy
! " In addition, the i‘ollomng titles were originated and produced: by USsIs: Tehran yo
- Publications Section during the last eighteen months: i 1 i

51“ 2-color, i
designed by Publications Section USIS fPehran, and produced.in Tehran, ]Brochur ;
was produced ag a rebubtal to Conmum,st gérm warfare propaganda. ‘I?}:.rty thousand
coples were produced at a cost of $3h1.17; only 3,000 copies have beeni dlstrj-| !
buted becanse communist propaganda on germ warfare died down and it was déemed

adv:Lsable to let the matter lie unless it were revived by the Soviet. (exhn.blt 2)
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1. Commigsarl Commissarl B8-page cartoon leaflet, I x
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prosperity) and patient study and industry (the slow, sure way}. 'The one who ! |,
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. LN
2. JIalo of the Bosnbiful Red Flowers L-page leaflet, &1 x ot is?.gfna_!olor“ i
lp Fo USLS ]

roduced by LFC for Lehran; -ereated by Publicatlons Section USIS Tehren,; i .
The slory Le an allagery in widoh & ped flowar rosonbling the Venus Pl Trap it

symbolizes Soviet communism (which Lo neveyx mentloned), and in which Llazy and'

frivolous bees are lured to destruction. Illustrations accompenying the texlb] draw,®

a cleor analogy between bees and umwary people. Fifteen thousand, fou:}: hundred !
coples produced; 3,000 copies distributed, The text of this-brochure has|been
picked up as an editorial by Tranian newspapers, such as the newspaper!in ;Tabriz'

which printed the text in its entirety, (see exhibit #3) O U IR T R

g

| T ] ;' Vg
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3+ Trom Whom Is Help Coming For Me?: L-page brochure, &t,x% gu, 2-color; . -

-designed and produced.in Tehran by the Publications Seétion-in April 1952,! at g ;

cost of $169,50. 'The burden’'of the leaflet is a comparison of the words!of tie i

Soviet Union, illugtrated by a dancing bear, and the deeds of the'FreeiW}Jr;Ld RN
‘through the agency of the U.N. Pictures show health aid, food and ¢lothing, .1 il
distribution, and rehabilitation training, contrasted against Soviet youth, |1
demonstrations, The brochure was produced because of ‘the Soviet Youth|Congress
b Vienna in 1952, Ten thousand coples weve prodiceds 10,000 eoples were | .|
distributed on May Day 1952, (see exhibit #) . % (R
) I
he Which Way Po Prosperity and Peace?: l-page brochure, &' x 8] 2-color, ;
produced by LFC for USIS Tehran; designed ly the Rublications Section,\USlS; H
Tehran. The illustrated story tells of two young Tranian boys who arejfaced 4
with the c¢hoice between communism (the supposedly fast, easy way to peacé and !

chooses communism suffers early ard violent death in a street demonstration,

b
B!

1
L
S

The other boy leads a prodictive Life beneficial to his country. :Twen?iy‘isix ; - :

thousand copies produced; 11,000 "distr:i.buted. (see exhibit #5)

5. . Vokces of Gods lfé-page ﬁj}f-ochure, 2-00161', o x g f)rgdﬁéed bjr ERC

for USIS Tehran; designed by Publications Section USIS Tehran. Mosque jon_cover;
text is composed of illustrative quotations from Koran, Hafew, Jesus Christ, the .

;”!

i

eli
b

.
i

[T

Prophét Isaiah, Mo~1i, Buddah, Bhagavad Gita, Abraham Iincoln, and Mahatma, Ghandi; ‘

53,350 produced; 12,000 distributed. (see exhibit #6). A
6. Plan Por Disarmaments B8-page, 95" x T, 2-color, produced by EPC - .,
for USIS Tehran; adapted from IFS pilot model by Publications Section USIS: . .!-
Tehran,. . Text sets forth U.N. plan for international disarmament; 553,109,5;, '
produced; 12,000 distributed. (sec exhibit #7). ° " I 'R

P I
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In addition to this we have prepared and é.rranged for 'publfi_cé.tion :i.rg Méhx:f .

Magazine the following anti-Soviet articles: (Mehr has a yearly circulation !
of 1,2,000) L e I
L : f I

‘Issue ) ' E
1

7 =8 M"Iran on the Brink of a Precipice" - series of articles by Mpiraghax"
~exposing damgers to Iran from communism - made possible Ly /the misuse

Attt e i = e b

) of authority in the ruling classes, - , I T g !
| I 9  "Road to Salvation" - article by Movaghar U :
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‘ 10 "Social Relations from Beginning of Man to the Present" - by Mov;aghar;'i‘
Arbiole compares present scolal pelatlons ag exist in bhe. i‘::*ee wc:rld mxd

iron curtain courfbries, ' -

- —

! ‘ . ,: R \N
), e Mleanant doent of Lovoh = by Vodads  Artlole mmasua J‘ama *aiﬁéc@u‘[&tbﬁbfii'—
, g‘:, oi' caxﬂmunﬂ.smg veolbbon by Publleations Officen, o . AR ;5--{{‘9
R o
.. ;- »+ 11 "Capitallsm, Democracy, Socialism, Communi.sm¥ — by D:r'. Faryar -,sories‘oi‘ N
e articles on various political ideologies. . 'r : {EE A R
[ . —’I ,i '__i:!«“_,
12 "Contrast 'between American and Russian Methods in Int.ernatlonal ﬁfvfair’éi';g-f ;iﬁ’
artn.cla by Movaghar. ' ! I ST 1 !.
‘ -- é R ERE I
. Press’ Section . f ! i RN
0 i h .1:
. Atbached as Txhiblt 48 1s o list of 260 artieles; faabureg, edl h@rials:a di
comnentaries which have been placed in the local Tehitan papers, ,as weil ‘d '.‘{? 1l
a provineial papers, on anbti«communist subjects, I ; E il : ! .
| ! 111 - '!’ 1;
| Film Section ] ] BRERIE ;;
| ' 1]
- The Film Section is restricted in the distribution of an’o:L--commu.nistl film'|
" information primarily by -the 1:Lm1tat10n of using that which is produced in “the ,
Department and distributed on a global-basis, The extent of use of those 1tems' i
is listed statistically below. . : ! I j o
3 TRANTAN COMMUNIST PROBLEM % : E E I EE
) . ' Yo SRS
; Howove;r, whem USIS had acedps bto Llocal produétion facilities pr:l.or. to bhelr“
X ' transfer to TCI, a' 20 minute f:L]}n was prepared locally dealing wi.th what might be!

termed a phase of the commmnist problem specifically in Iran, The f£iln, AZERBAIJAN
DAY, opens with ihformation about the Russian occupabtion and Democrat‘ parbyrl , »". T’

[ ac’m.v:l.ty in Azerbaijan following World War IT. Several front pages ol‘ Iran:Lan
; : newspapers printed during this time are also photographed: Actual sceneu ofi H. h.
) Hossein Alats stand in the UN regarding Azerbaijan follow, and this in jburn-is IS

followed by .footage of the Russians leaving AZerbaijan,’ The remamder of thei :

£1lm deals with the yearly Azerbaijan Day celebrations designed to comemorabe
1 this day and give evidence of Iran's sbtrength and unity, A ! ,‘ f
’5 ‘ . AZFRBATIJAN DAY Times shown: L85; total audience: 22'7;,91;2; Persmn -
5 o Llanguage. L ; i i
| i P : b
. ! ! i R
: KCREAN COMMUNIST FROBLEM i % e
. ’ : : i k " -,l
,E " Four fllms have been received from the Department, two of these :Ln the Persiar.
: 1anguage, dealing d:.rectly with the Korean problem and related comunlst acb:x.vn.ty. .
; \ /
' ' s ONE YEAR IN KORFA  Times showvm: 12; tobal audience: 2, 1182 ,/mtghslh 1anguage
. ‘ , . ‘
‘ . WHY KCREA Times shown: 28; total audience: 7 ?817 ¥ ‘Fnglish 1ang,u<’g
i , B o DR B : Yu g
: SR ' CONEFDENTTAL R A
| 7 SR B I IF IR R I
SO AR '5_-'=L:_,,
“.:\: : e ;' Fan e e - i ; | % ! )l i
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| TN DFFENSE OF PRACE-Times shown: 283 total audlence: 2 sh82; Tn
TU'N' AIDS REPUBLIC OF KCRFA

U.S. PRONCUNOEMENTS

Three films rolating to U.,9. foreign pollcy speeches (1n addltlon bo ;
Ppast dend Tlsenhorer's vecent speeth which 1s now belng raadiecl for 1oca1

¢ (Classification}

distribution) have also been shdwn.

" PRESTDENT TRUMAN'S U.N.

PRESTDEND TRUMAN 18 SAN FRANCISCO SPRECH

SPERCH

" PRESTORENT TRUMAN'S KORFAN SPEICH

¥

PARTTCIPATION IN KCORTA

Times shown:

3 Persian 1apguage] -
.

Dlesp. Nomi.\,J_,‘:)

From.__i Tslhran ' E H H 1

ot

P

L | v
.‘!"

!

|
Timés showns: 3 total!aud.enéé
6903 Persian 1anguag% .

1

P

i;t A

Mies showna 2 hoLallaudlence-

y : '

Times shown-' ﬁ- bobal audxence-

3, 532 Persnan languﬁg% TRIESS
l H I;;:
i’rl ‘ ; _i Py i L
' BRI

Five films are now being distributed regarding the pnrtlclpatlon of natlona

other than the U.3. in the batti.e asra:l.nst comum. t aggressn.on 1n Korea.i ‘ _i :

TURKIBH TROOPS -IN KfDREA

GRBEK TROOPS TN KOREA

PHUILLIPPINE TROOPS IN KOREA

THATLAND TROOPS IN KOREA

BTHIOPTA TN A FREE WORLD

‘.

EUROPEAN COMMUNISM '

One title pertalna to the division of Turope between the commun“st and;fréé

. L S
B 4 L I RSN -
' - : B
% ; . ! ; i
. 4 LS B A
B b [ P .
" u [ il-‘\

total amdience: {3,38:2; Persian .

’world.

‘ D I
. Times shownz: 55, total audlenca:} '16,]288;'
5 Persa.an language , : E i [ :' .

’ L - Lo
Pimes showns 2; total audiance:§ 268; 1
English language { ; ] P "§ e

) o o i ! : e
Times shomms 1 "total audlence-{ 150[ ;g“

Engligh 1anguage - q -

Engﬁ.ish language i : E i =: .
' . i ¥ ; :x

Times shown: 83 totalaudlence- h,033 : :;

Persian language : i 3‘ ;'
1 ot

Times showﬁ :

h
i
: i
AN L
Times shown: 33 total audiencer !'5&
i
1

. 'J

=i s i iR ot

'PARTNERS FOR FREEDOM ; , I
. : language A B . 4 b
‘ AU A B I s B L
Times shown: + tobal audiencers ;g;lfS,; English ¢ . H
language : - } "%'V‘:i‘i‘l fz.a!'ii'?
CONEZOENTTAL IR R AT
| RO *‘f: !
ko RS B IS A
1 '-j:-%t%"é%.;
IR R O TR |
SRS R [ RN
- o ot
i A AT £

18; tbotal audienua-n 20;550}:\
Persian language i ; HERF .
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l CHINESE, COMMUNISH | IR l S |

The brief cartoon film dealing with conditions in China bei‘ore and a.ﬁ,or L

commum.sm is also available - J . ; ; , i
; ' ) ) : SN
1 WHEN THE COMMUNISTS CAME  Times shown: Lj total audience's 55 Engli h L
. language | 1§ !

"i g}::

,u'.h. “ '

i
e

e i e A A ——
i

i

e

'iﬁ
||

i
i
Chinese e .
it
(-
i
A

B T

| I . Times shown: 2; tobal audience: 1
| , language : R

4
,'!i‘ 33
|I

¢

BURMESE COMMUNISM

i
i
1
p . i

: \Bxcerpts from the stage play , THE PECPLE WIN THOUGH, ard mcorporaﬁed:into
another f1m dealing with the commumst problem in Burma, ¢

[}

i
t

THE PROPLE WIN THROUGH T:un.es gshown: 23 totalaudience: 28; ]j1g;l.i,sh!
language “ : i g -1 'i’

‘ Even wider distribution oi' all of these titles are limited by the e\:tent "ho ‘
1. which censorship permits are granted for public showings., The Film Sectionk L s; ;
naturally exerts every effort to achieve favorable action by the CommlSuiOIl, ‘anlg' ﬁ
organlzatlon which is equally as pressured by the Russian Bvbassy i’llm stafi‘ oy

."%

Ind:.v:.dual Tranian governmental offices are also induced to spons or thea . ' S
variois titles, as apart from 8irect USIS presentation. As an example: iAZERB!lIJA\I
DAY Has been shown publicly bobh by the Minifry of Education and the] Imperdal i i}:
Tranian Gmdamehe while the Department of Propaganda has refused to bake part ,
in the sponsorship of the filmj g : i : g : '.

; SRR
No close record has been kept of our production of antl—,.)ov:Let ma'berlal and ;.
we have not felt it necessary to make an exhaustive study of the i‘lles‘ Ma’ceﬂaT;
listed -above is.maberial that has easily come to hand, There is a great wealthg ,
of material,.a berta.ln amount of which has been reported through desﬂatches .to !
] the Department of a negative type, best illustrated by thé i‘ollomng ch.rect i i
| quote of a leftist paper, Bang-Mardom, of April 10, 1953, : ! l i ‘ !

K ! .

: What does it matter to USIS if our northern nen.ghbors do not help us'>|
Hasn't the Soviet Union always supported us in the United; Nat:.ons* always ia
come to our assistance when we needed support - like when we struggled i‘or
freedom and nationalization of owr oil industry? Was it Americdns who', ' ! ~]
defended and supported us or was it the Soviet Urmdon? Who!is there thab does
not know that the U.S. and Britain have always ‘been plotting agalnst our, e
freedom, independence and national integrity? Who is there tha‘b can deny. i
that fact that were it not for the Soviets - .our powerful socialist hrobhers -
warmongerlng imperialists would have long since enslaved ug and d:.v:Lded our
country between themselves? Who is there that does not reallze that the - i
Soviet Union is the only government which respects our freeddm and :anlependem‘e‘?

N
l "By what right 1s the USIS trying to provoke hatred bétween! Iran and
the Soviet Union?. Why doesn't the Iranian Government stop'suchlactivitd
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' . Doesn't all this clearly show that our so-called natlonal gqvermqiaxrb ds
' _working hand-in-glove with the blood-thirsty executioners of the . 6ozf s
Koreans . . " | i booobooo
i “f H .
. . ; : . .
Tn addition, if it s required, we can dlg out a wealth of letters, (;f which ,
the following letter is a falr example: R I I T UL
[ i <l il
RN RS R
Newspaper Hagei Jam i ! ' i
Tabriz, Tran . .. i 4 , SERN I
__ May b, 1953 1 © ] {1 ii H» i
, The United States Information Service o ! i e
: _ 'Tehran, Iran “ L O [T
' i 13 L iy
Dear: Sir: | {1 1 1] {
. ' | o ; H ,
T wish to thank you for the two stories you sent us, Both haw{rei begn SN
used in our paper. ; : | S
& Tt is our policy to fight communism in this country with evérything we | !
5 nave, ‘It will be deeply appreciated therefore, 1f you willl sendlus other - b
. - such articles, cuts, pictures, cartoons, ] N T A S B |
L s i | k." . . . -, . } 5 !*: H N A :
sk ; o i Very truly yours, . | .4 ek b
‘ ,‘ i ; P Hoodir, (Cnef Eaibar).” | || 11 =
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