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To: U - Hrr, Bruce

Froms I -3 Uilson Compton%

Ry

stbject: GColloguium on Tslamic Culture Lo be held in Septenber, 1953, ‘5?;

under the Joint uUponsorship of the Library of Congress and @ B,
Princeton Univorsi-tv

are joinlly sponsoring o neeting in optuwer, 1953, between leading
intellectuals of the islamc world and of the Un’ Lted dtates, I encloge
e gumwry of salient facts conmectod with this projech, lmown as the

As o result of steps taken by the lnternabional Information .
Mwinistration (LIA), the Librar;r of' vongress and Princeton University o

nemmisey €4 1E0N PEemE00d STUL

Colloguium on Igleomic Culbture, and copies of threc basic documents I
pertaining thereto., : P,
. Lt - . . . ) . :". m %

On the surfoce, this colloguium looks like an exercise in pure L] &
leorning. This in effect is the impression that wo desire to give, m o -®
I14 promoled +the colloguiwn elong these lines end has given it finan~
cial ond other assigfance becauss we consider that this psychological
apﬁ:coaoh ig an importont conmtribution at this time to both short term
and long berm United Stabes political objectives in the loslen area,

Sinee it Jnayy be desivable Tor the Secretary to participate in
the program of the colloguiumm, it is requested that this information .‘
be trangmitted to the offiece of lir. Dulles, t s |

|
Inelosures: 1
Sumary of Jelient Facts
Brochure entitled, "Colloquiwm on Islamic Culture in its &y |
Belation to the Contemporary World, September, 19530 0’3
Ingtruction to Tchran (rcyec ted Lo hn}“-wra Leirut, Cairo, Ka.rachl)
Circular Airgram, avgust 1, 1952, 3545 '[n,m. C.
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COLLOGUTU OF ISLAMIC CULLURL, SEFTEMEER, 1953

Summary of Salient Iacts

ihe Library of Congress and Princeton University are join'bly
sponsoring a meebing between loading Islamic intellectuels and
imericens interested in the loslem world, Meebings will be held at
Princeton University Crom September & to 17, 1953, and in Washington
on September 18 and 19, 1953, Of the 50 to €0 delegates, approxma:bely
half will be lioslens,

The colloquiﬁm wvas promoted Ly the International Information
Adminigtration (ITA) and rcceives exbtensive {inancial and other support
from IIA, Porsosmal of o‘kjhcr offices of the Department are also con-
tributing senerously in time anc advice,

'l:lfé' basié purpose 03;." the collogquiwm is to further good will and
rmutual wnderstanding between Iglamic pooples and the United States.

Since two or three outstending intellectual leaders are being selected
from eoch Islamic country, the colloguwium is expected to bring ;:o%e'thér
persons cxorbing great influence In formulating Hoslem opinion in fiélds ’
such as oducation, science, law and philosophy and inevitably, therefore, .
on politics,

Toblicizing the colloguium is a matier requiring constent attention
ond gtudy, The problem is to pain fevorsble response among the Moslem
peoples without arouging ithe various elements hostile to the West,
Clearly, this is a delicale matter which cach embassy will have to
handle according to the reguirvemonts end speeifics of the sibtuation in 7

its country.
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