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Aditional Notes on Pospible Iraq, Syris, Iebsnoss Remsblons o MEDO

1. lebanont

{a) The Ohristian holf of Iebanon would in general be eager %o cooperute
fully with MEO ab eny time. The lebanese Qovermment hovever will aldlere to
treditionsl policy of following, not leading, the other Avab states., There-
fare{ Tabenon should nob bs gonslidered as sn important element in the MO
problan,

(b) Iebenon will cooporate with the United States without NEDO. The
Pronident hes nlrealy stated that Lebanon would be avallable as & base for
U.B. forces in war with or without an agreemsnt. It is doubted if similae
agoursuces would he mo freely glven bo the Brlblsh or French.

(e} It is probable thet popular opinion in the Lebanon is agninst HENO
and abtacks from both the right snd left politlesl parties con be expacted
whenever tha MIDO ipeue comes up. IFor example, both candidates for Chamvun's
sonk are united on one losuemesnti~HiR0,- ldke being enti-Comminist in the
Amegiom; slections, such s posifion appesrs essentiel for NI politlcal
condldabes.

(d) It is too early to tell whebhor the present Lebanese Government is
ar will be strong enough to scoept MEDO over populer and pollticel oprosition.
An sppralesl of the adventages cnd rigks to the U.S. which may e pradused,
by MIEO however, showdd take into consideratlon the dlstinat possibility
that the Lehanage Government, as some obhex NI Governments, might £all on
the issue of sccepbing miditary allience with the West. '

2. Byript

(a) Shishikli 1s a military men, wnbs wilitary help, militery edvisors
and basically is attracted to MIIO, However, Shishikll iw rore congerned
with Israsl then with Russia and could be expected o aceept any military
anslatange with Israsl predominantly in mind.

(b} BShishikli stotes that before ha could conslder Mo ém{a'eas migh
bo nade on resottlement of refugees and removel of Iarael-ﬁyria Toundaxy
problense \
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