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UNIVERSITY OF MICTIEGAN
Depertment of Hear Dastern Studies.

Ama srbor, Michigan - ‘ p C//ﬂ’g”

Oc¢tobor 84, 1951

Mr, Bdward We Barrett
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Barreth:

As usunl, pross roportds of the University's Near Eastorn project were garbled and
not albogether accurate and ignored the major achievements for less important

if more sensational corments. For about six months we lived among Iragqi and
Iranian Kurds, returning periodically %o our base in Baghdad or to a secondary’
base in Iran, We were busy at our own baslks involving teamrork exemination of
the area from many points of view -~ history, languago, geography, anthropology,
arhceology and govermment. ‘e had little opportunity and inclination Lo observe
the operation of the Deportmott of State in the propaganda battle. Inevitably,
however, we sow some of the resulbs, as well as the reackioh of the people, o5~
pecially in Kurdistan to thems They wero not particularly wholesomes !

For oxample, we,spont soveral days in the area of a Baradost chieftain, In his
tent we found o 1little tract with pietures representing a pig with hammer and
sidie tail, the pip intent upon gobbling up various quarters of the world, The
1ﬂnguagc of the troct was Kurdish. This chieftain, who presides over some .
5,000 Kurds, was highly indignant., Iis people, he said, knew of communism, but
they Imew bebter their own i1l hoalth and povertye "I lknow," ho said, “the ’6p
Baghdad man who is producing this sheot for your Govermnen{.. IZ lmow hévrsmuch,

he is being paid yearly %o producc it. If one fourth of that smount was to be
made avellable in medicines or in some other more tongible product of your couns: -
try which could be used ‘to lessen the poverby or to be’v..'l,er the health of my
people, would it not be a far more suceessiul propaganda approa.ch?"

According to information whish came to me, ‘this areo is im truth honeycombed:
with propaaandlsw for the other sides It vms, of course, not wise for us to:
1nqulre concorning the techanigues of infiltration and we made no effort to do ‘50,
I fear, howover, that we have teken inadequate accounting of the tremendous powsr
’g_ﬂ,ma. In Iran, every teahouse possesses one, and the ant:%ﬁ_sﬁ%_"
sometimes anti-AnGTicon propagands. has seriously damaged our positions The
Iranians feel that the British tail is all %too successfully wagging the Amerim
can dogs They have nol Teen - Fouched by the animosity of the mors westsrn Mog=
lems or Arabs toward America as a rosult of our backing of the Govermmont of Is-
raels The Iragis, on the other hend, are not only vocal - their antipathy to
us stems directly from the Palestine wares For thom, there is only one side of,
. tho matter ond they combat any atberpt to present the other side. One does. be-’
YOMo very tired of trying to omla.ul Amorica's position, 't:r'ﬁ,ng to make them
to make thom see thet there are other countries also which badly nced some asg=
gistance. It seemed to me con.ﬁufm'i:ly that Amorice desperately needs toSass on
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Mr, Bdward W, Barrett =D

Just how mich in time as in moroy has been poured into each parbticular aren.

Iraqi officials, of course, when Arab, dislike programs or bracts aimed at the
Iurds since they feel that these may orouse Kurdish nationalism. The same of=-
Ticials would probably object stremionsly if one provided my Kurdish chiefiain
with medicines which would help him stamp out malaria or VD} Sensitivity, then
is rampant but dwing my whole stay in the arvea I felt that Americs had been ine-.’
sensitive to the local feelings.

Hothing of this was combained in any statement given the newspapers. One cor-
respondont asked if wo were being successful in converting the -Kurd 4o an under-
standlng of a frec economy. I replied simply that the independent FKurd did not :
need to be converted. Ie had alroady felt himself free and independent. Somew= R
how the newspapers reported that as o confession that we were’ loging ‘the propa= -
ganda battle. : )
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Sincerely yours,
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