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Comment on "The Sovist Challengc in the Near Egst? - Princeton, June 2, 1951
pr. Stephen B. L. Penrose.

ARCHIY[S

The presentations vhich Di. ) and Dre Ireland ave made represent a rather
acadenic approach to the questlon of Soviet interest in the Near East. It is perhaps
curious that a professional educator would accuse others of being acadenic, tut I am
spoaking as one nho comes drectly from the firing line rather than as an educator,

The American University of Beirut was during the past year tis specific object of
Comxmmist efforts to provoke internal disturbance and to upeet the effective opsration
of the institution. Fortunutcly I was glven advance warning of their intention and was
in o position to take vigorous action as soon as the trouble showed signs of resking. -
As o result we were able to disledge a Communist cell which had been established among
certaln students in the University, mainily Iraql and Palestinians. In the process 1
become fairly intimate with the methods and 1ines of approach of Soviet propeganda
and I am in a position to toke dssue strongly with those who may hold that Sovieb
propaganda efforts in the Kear East are neither strong nor effective. T
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It is essential to emphasize that Compnmnist. ideology,or Communist doctrine, is
unimportant in the Middie East. There is no strong drive toward party arganization nor
is there much attempt to convert to Communisn the masses of the Arab people. It is 3
thooe facts wiich may accoust for the superficial conclusion that Soviet propaganda 35 W
neither strong nor effective, Hoviever, m conclusion could be more mistaken, 0‘
As a matter of fact in the Middle Bast the Russians are emphasizing thelr wdemocracy™ >
as opposed to the nipperialism" of the Westemn poviers. They pose as-the true damocraus '
 who believe in the welfave of the common man and who emphasize the right of every mn 5o
... an expression of opinion, wheress the VUestem laperialists block the abtempts of the -
common man to achieve social justice and even block his efforts at frecdom of expros—
sion. Unbil the Western pouers develop zmong t anselves a clear concept of vhat they
meen by democracy,which has becone oue of the most ambigious and most eompletely ig-
used terms in the world, they will continne to remain on the defensive vhile the Rus-
sims ubilize against then thelr ovn strongest argunent far support in the struggle
with Conmnisa.

I might 3)lustrate what I have just sald by an experience with one of the Com-
rumnist Iraql students with vhon I had difficulty last fall. len l told this cocky
youngster tat he was obviously out of sympathy with the purposes of the Amcrican Uni-
versity of Beirut and could therefore go to the Treasurer!s Office amd collect his
fcos before departure, he tumed to me amd suoid, "Is this democracy in education?

He did not know what he meont by the tern “democrocy in educationn but it was one of
thoss phrases which le had Jearned which is being teught o gtudents all over this purt
of the vorld am vwhich-is emphasized over and over again regardless of iis lack of
peaning. To his guestion I replied, "No, this is discipline which is somsthing you
wnow nothing about". But I know that nothing I conld say would have cianged hls viev
that he was talking to an impordalist rather than to a denocrate

Dp. Black hos listed certaln Soviet objectives in the Middle East and I have no
quarrel with his anadlysis except to say that he has enphagized only the very long-reng
ebjoctives which are not the imicdiote Soviet purpose., I would emphasize, hovwever,
tla* the long-range objectlives should not be forgotten and I woald call once rore to
your attention that curious phrase in the Nazl-Soviet protocol of 1940 which our ovn
State Department has published in its interestinz document entitled Mazl-Soviet
Relntions, 1939-41t. On poge 259 is found the statement that “The center of the
aspirations of the Sovist Pnioa lles in the replon south of Batum and Baku in the
general direction of the Persian Gulf.n The Soviet, in the person of ¥oldtov
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were ineisting to the Nasi that this area of the world must be allocated to them as
their speclal sphere of Influence in the division of booty after their joint success
in the war,

Butxthere is an even more important short-range objective which the Soviets seck
2 this has been overlooked. Soviet Russia can conslder tini it has achieved a great
victory if it sucoceeds in denying to the Vestern povers the economic resaurces and
strategic positiors now avallable to them in the Widdle East. The Russians & not need
the terribtory nor for a considerable perlod could they enjoy the fruits of Middle East
oil production themselves. Bubt to prevent the estern powers Irom having access to
them would represent a considerable triuwmph to the Sovlst. i’e are all aware of the
icportance of Middle Eastern oil to the Ewropean economy together wdth the secondary
fact that its availability to Europe relieves American oil production of a tremendous
burden. For Russia to deny that oil 10 Europe would constitute a terrific blow at the
economy of the VWestern pawers.

It shouwld be olearly understood that such a denial is ot dependent upon Russian
military occupation of the Middle East. All that tley reed o do for the achievenent
of their end is to arowse sufficient antipathy and bitterness toward the West among
the peoples of the Arab world as to provoke them to sabotage and resistence. The pipe
lines which stretch for more than 1000 mlles across the desert can rsacily be sabotasmed
and cannot be protected. Their security depends upon a friendly population in the areas
tlrough which thsy pass,.

Soviet propaganda is being actively pashed throughout the 1iiddle East. It stems v

froa offices of WOKS which are estgblished in Beirut, Damascus aml Baghdad, and probably

. in Egypt. Certainly Soviel propaganda efforts are very streng in Israel where 1'.he major
propagnmla canter for clanddstine Arabic distribubtion is Jocabed,

It 1s not always easy to recognize Soviel propaganda as such, for without depending
upon Comzmmnist party organiszation the propaganda line pramotes zenophobla, capgitalizes
upon the natural ambitions of underdeveloped countries for economic amd social develop—
aent, and 1t even gives ald and support to opposing political groups, meny of vhom nay
not, in themselves be in the least degree sympathetic to Commnism. For example, the
fornmer Syrian popular party (Hizb el Kaumi es Suriyya), the now outlawed vFertile
Brescent Unionm party, is iothout much question receivé“fsﬂviet essistance in the hope
oI resstablishing itself so that it can overthrow its persecutor, the present national
govermaent. Likewise the Baath party of Syria, another exceedingly conservative group,
hos been showing signs of closs assoclation vith the Communist perty, althougn their
ideologies are wide apurt. Soviet support would be given to almost any rightest spllnter
group whose acbiviblies might result in the disorganization of presart governments,
exphasis upon conflicting popular interest with resultant chaos and possible civil war.

The political blunders of the Viestern powers are continually used as a base for
crcating discontent. Arab bitlerness toward Israel and parbicularly toward the pavers
whiich brought it into beln; is played upon wontimuously. The frightful candition of

ie Arab refugees {rom Palegtine is played up as belng the result of the action of
Vestem imperialism. Active efforts are belng made among the refugees themselves to
create the belief that in Soviet Russia alone lies any hope of a restoration of thelr
property and their human rights. Avericen efforts to provide funds for econorxic
develomient of underdeveloped countries and American loans to Furope ard to Middle Easte
countries are labeled as the efforts of the Westem imperialists to buy friendshlp,
wWiich of course camnot be bought. Finally, the Soviebts emphasize ad nauscan the foor
of economle and political exploitation which is endemic in tle Arab world, aubject

as it has been throughout centuries to control by outside pidrers. “then it is
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e od to Apabs that the American oil interests in tho Hiddle East are private
4ntorests and not govcnunenb—sup;x)rt.ed, they «Amply reply:s "es, btut walt ubil
inerica gets into a wax and then watch them force us to fight on their behalfr.
1s a recent propaganda loaflet clandestinely distributed in Beirut put il nthe
- estern imperlalists are forging rev chains for the Abab world, seeking to en-
sl:ve the Arab peonles and forcing them to fight on their behalf against the peace-

loving nations of the world, at the head of vihich is the Soviet Union".

1t is apparent from the above that the Soviet propagandist in not cursed with
and he continually secks, to

the necessity for consistency. He mey be expected,

play both ends against the middle vithout any sense of respongibility for the out-
coiic. This may be typified by his hendling of the subject of Isyael. For obvious
purposes 4n tho Arab -;0rld, Israel 1s publicky declared to be the tool of Anglo- .
american imperialism, the obrrions implication of widch 4g that the Arad eounvries
showld look to seviet Russia for a yoestablishmert of thelr territorial rightse
At the same time, Russia bubtresses her position 4n Israel by providing ams and .
cquiment to the Tsroeld amy as she dic during the fighting in 1947-48, using .
bages in Czechoslovakia and Russia itself as sources of supply. Continuing support
is given to thc Hapan scC

+ion of tle Histadruth, the potent left-wing section of
the Tarasli labor movement. Israel is the only count

ry in the entire Middle East
in which Communisa is ot ouslaved and in which it exeris a cong

iderable influence
on the course of governmcnt. Tais fact permits the Pussisns to utilize Israel

a5 a base of propaganaa and espionage

nger of having thelr

efforts directed against the Arab worlde
The V.estern pouers and the United States are in grave da
influsnce in the Middle East destroyed if they ® not speedily realize what is
being done to them. The Russian position is certainly vulnerable to attack if a~
concerted effort were-nade Lo expose it. but to the present moment nothing efiective
s been done elong this line. 'But even ‘commter-propagenda will be relatively 7
jqeffective unless our nolicle e econsistently to co-

s begin more closely and mor
jncide with our oft repeated expressions of principle, We mve heretofore been
held in highest regard by the Archb peoples but we ¢anno

t continue to win or
deserve their admiration unless our poli

cles are inspired onoe more by the ideals
so freqiently publicized which the Arabs had came 0 admire.
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