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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, JAMES S. LAY, JR.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SUBJECT: Third Progress Report on NSC L7/2:8 ﬁg"
"nited States Policy Toward Israel PO
and the' Arab States."

K3

_ NSC 47/2 was approved as Governmental policy on October 23,
1949. It 1s requested that this Progress Report as of December 26,
1950, be circulated to the members of the Council for thelr informa-

tion. \
1. Israel-Arab Attitude Toward the United States:

The outlook for maintaining the good-will and Western orlenta-
tion of the peoples of the Near East improved during the period
under review in both Israel and the Arab states. The severe antl-
American campaign in the latter countries, especially virulent in
Syria and Egypt, ceased almost entirely. While considerable bltter-
wess toward the US remains in the Arab states as a result of the
Palestine hostilities, the formerly active expression of 1t subsided
late in the summer. This resulted in part from initlal UN successes .
4n Korea, and from Arab absorption wlith problems unrelated to o
Palestine. There was & growlng Arab realization of the serious- R
ness of the international situation. United States efforts to con- i
vince the Arabs of its impartiality as between them and Israel were

also partly responsible.

The Government of Israel has shown an increasing willingness
to depart from i1ts policy 4f "non-identification" with East or West
and to support the West. -Indlcatlons of this tendency have been
Israel's support for the UN Korean effort, anti-Communist gpeeches
by Government offilclals, and confidential offers of mutual assis--
tance arrangements with the Unlted States. In this Israel has pro-
bably been prompted primarily by great economlc -need, which only the i
United States can £ill, by the decline of the pro-Soviet opposition IE
within the country, by the continued refusal of the USSR to permit
_Russian Jews to emigrate to Israel, and by the reallzation that in e
the event of a major var Israel would be completely cut off from the -
Western sources of supply upon which 1t so greatly depends. ’

2., US-UK-French Cooperation:

United States-United Kingdom cooperatlion in matters relating to
the Near East has continued. Discusslons have been carried on in
Washington by British and American military officials regarding,
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