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SUBJECT: NAS/GOC AERIAL DRUG ERADICATION PROGRAM
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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM INL/AS

1. THIS CABLE IS SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED. PLEASE
PROTECT ACCORDINGLY.

2. THIS 1S AN ACTION CABLE. SEE PARA 12.

3. SUMMARY: ‘DESPITE PROGRESS IN COLOMBIA’'S ERADICATION

. PROGRAM LAST YEARL1 ITS SLOW PACE AND WHAT APPEARS TO BE
OBVIOUS POLITICAL RESISTANCE AT THE TOPMOST COLOMBIAN
LEVELS LEADS TO SOME FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ON THE '
VIABILITY OF THE PROGRAM. THIS CABLE PRESENTS THREE
OPTIONS FOR THE GOC TO CHQOOSE FROM, ALL OF WHICH ARE

' ACCEPTABLE TO THE USG PROVIDING THAT THE GOC ACCEPTS
FULL, RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE RESULT IN TERMS OF PROGRESS
IN ERADICATION OF COCA AND OPIUM POPPY CROPS. END
SUMMARY .

BACKGROUND

. 4. THE GOC'S INTENSIFIED AERIAL COCA ERADICATION
PROGRAM HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS. THE
PROGRAM BEGAN ON NOVEMBER 4, 1994, WHEN FORMER MINDEF
BOTERC APPROVED A COORDINATED ACTION PLAN WHEREIN THE
USG WQULD PROVIDE A LARGE NUMBER OF ERADICATION

_ AIRCRAFT, TECHNICAL ADVISORS, INSTRUCTOR PILOTS, AND

" SUBSTANTIAL FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM. UNDER THE

APPROVED PLAN, THE COCA AND OPIUM POPPY CROPS WERE TO BE

ERADICATED AND CNP PILOTS AND MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL
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TRAINED TO SELF-SUFFICIENCY WITHIN 18 MONTHS.

' 5. NOTWITHSTANDING THE PLAN AND SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT
PROVIDED BY THE USG AND THE CNP, THE PROGRAM GOALS HAVE
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+ NOT BEEN ACHIEVED. AFTER NEARLY TWO YEARS OF EFFORT,

. ONLY ABOUT 15 PERCENT OF THE CROP HAS BEEN ERADICATED.
PROGRAM MAINTENANCE CONTINUES TO BE PERFORMED MAINLY BY
U.S. TECHNICIANS RATHER THAN COLOMBIANS WHO SHOULD BE
CARRYING THE PRIMARY LOAD AT THIS JUNCTURE. THE FEW
COLOMBIAN PILOTS TRAINED TO FLY THE MISSION HAVE LOST
THEIR FLIGHT CURRENCY BECAUSE U.S. INSTRUCTOR PILOTS

" HAVE BEEN BARRED FROM FLYING WITH COLOMBIANS. THUS, IT
IS TIME TO REEVALUATE WHERE WE ARE AND HOW BEST TO DEAL
WITH THE CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED BY THE GOC ALONG THE WAY.

ACCOMPLI SHMENTS/PROBLEMS :

. 6. THE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION ON AERIAL ERADICATION HAS
BEEN CONSISTENT:

-~ IT IS AN EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE APPROACH FOR ELIMINATING
DRUGS AT THE SOURCE;

-- THCOUGH AERIAL DRUG ERADICATION IS A VERY COMPLEX
UNDERTAKING, IT HAS BEEN PROVEN TIME AND AGAIN THAT
MISSIONS CAN BE FLOWN SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY BY TRAINED
PERSONNEL; - )

-- OVER THE YEARS, THE DEPARTMENT HAS DEVELOPED THE
UNIQUE TECHNOLOGY NEEDED TO FLY THE ERADICATION
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MISSION. THIS SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY AND OUR WELL DEVELOPED
PILOT PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN ALL OTHER
COUNTRY PROGRAMS WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN APPLIED WITHOUT
IMPEDIMENT.

7. SIGNIFICANT DRUG CROP CULTIVATION HAS BEEN
ELIMINATED IN GUATEMALA, BELIZE, VENEZUELA, PANAMA, AND,
IN THE CASE OF MARIJUANA, IN COLOMBIA. THUS, THERE IS
NO REASON WHY THE DEPARTMENT'’S AERIAL COCA AND OPIUM
ERADICATION PROGRAM SHOULD FALTER IN COLOMBIA. DESPITE
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