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SUBJECT: RETIRED GENERAL ON PLOTTING IN THE

ARMY AND LA CANTUTA INVESTIGATION

1. —.- ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: A SENIOR RETIRED GENERAL SAID

CLANDESTINE "COMACA" ORGANIZING IN THE ARMY IS

GROWING. HE HAD HEARD THREATS FROM COMACA

OFFICERS TO KILL ARMY COMMANDER HERMOZA AND

MONTESINOS IF THEY DID NOT RESIGN. HE SAID THE
. ARMY OFFICER CORPS WOULD ACCEPT A FULL
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CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION OF LA CANTUTA,
DISPUTING GOP STATEMENTS THAT SUCH ACTION WOULD
PIT ARMY AGAINST CONGRESS. ARMY TRADITION
REQUIRED THAT HERMOZA ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY,
RATHER THAN HIDE OR PIN IT UPON OTHERS. HE
CALLED FOR STEPPED-UP USG PRESSURE AS THE ONLY
WAY TO KEEP FUJIMORI FROM BECOMING MORE
DICTATORIAL:.. END SUMMARY.

3. . . B, 1.5(D)
. I_L__lMET WITH POLCOUNS ON MAY z——__'ll TO DISCUSS :

TENSIONS IN THE ARMY. l
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4. PEGAN BY NOTING AREAS IN WHICH HE
HAD SUPPORTED THE GOP: ITS IMPROVED COUNTER-
INSURGENCY STRATEGY, WHICH HAD PERMITTED THE
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ARMY TO REDUCE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS; ITS
ECONOMIC POLICIES; AND THE APRIL 1992 COUP.
FUJIMORI, HOWEVER, WAS NOT CONSTRUCTING )
DEMOCRACY, AS HE HAD PLEDGED, BUT RATHER WAS
CONSOLIDATING DICTATORIAL RULE. THE COMBINATION
OF HIS DICTATORIAL AMBITIONS AND BAD ADVICE FROM
MONTESINOS HAD LED TO FUJIMORI'S ATTEMPT TO. .
SUBJUGATE THE ARMY. | |ADDED THAT HE
BELIEVED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD TO BE ABLE TO
CHOOSE HIS ARMY COMMANDER. THE CHOICE, HOWEVER,
SHOULD BE FROM AMONG THE ARMY'’S TOP THREE
OFFICERS, AND NOT FROM THE MOST MEDIOCRE. THE
ISSUE WAS NOT ONE OF ARMY ACCEPTANCE OF CIVILIAN
AUTHORITY, BUT RATHER ONE OF EXCESSIVE
POLITIZATION OF THE ENTIRE ARMY. OFFICERS TODAY
KNEW THAT ADVANCEMENT DEPENDED ON ONE’S TIES TO
MONTESINOS AND ASSOCIATES, RATHER THAN UPON
MERIT.

5.  THE ASSAULT ON THE ARMY INSTITUTION HAD
BEGUN UNDER PRESIDENT GARCIA. GARCIA’S TACTIC
WAS TO ENTICE GENERALS INTO CORRUPT ACTIVITIES
AND THEN BLACKMAIL THEM. FUJIMORI, OF COURSE,
HAD GONE MUCH FURTHER: FIRING SENIOR OFFICERS
OR SENDING THEM ABROAD; PROMOTING FLUNKIES;
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