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Afghan Politics - The Creepingigr%siS") :

Almost everyone agrees that there is some kind of political
crisis in Afghanlstan. To define ‘that Cr181s is difficult
and to predict where it may lead and when 'is impossible.

Since much of the factual reporting on the .situation has

. come in since I left Kabul, I will limit myself to the broad

N
outlines of the situation as-it:iwas- descrlbed to me by the FE
Embassy and some of the'Afghans I ‘saw.

The  symptom of the crisis is- the lack of a quorum in ~
Parliament. It was scheduled'to. assemble on March 13,

although not expected to have a- quorum until mid Aprll Bu K’\\
by mid May when I left Kabul the Lower House had had only

two guorums and it was quite cléear that the lack of quorum
had been caused by the government., (Samitddin Zhouand,
Deputy Minister of Justice, told mé withia wihk that "the
official position of the gOVernment is that the lack of
guorum has been caused by.the: Parllamentarlans" ). The

government has been espe01ally careful to’ av01d a quorum for (T\'
the Tuesday gquestion se551ons.
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The issues which seem to have made the government unwilling

to face a hostile Parliament are serious and have followed

a time sequence which has kept the RGA in & near crisis ‘7§
mood for almost six, months without’ let:up. - First came the

student strike in November, next the Indq-Pak War in December .
which revived old Pushtunistan féelings, then labor troubles Tsrﬂ
in April, perhaps largely caused by the cohtinuing high price

of wheat, and finally in April and early. May urgent and rh
critical reports from the provinces that the drought relief

measures of last fall had not been as successful as hoped. ¥
T government failed to solve the unlve;sity:strlke during .

e winter recess of the Parliament (December 12 through 4
March 13) and there is some indication that the King's

decision to overrule his government and capitulate to the
students was based on Parliamentary pressures or at least a
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