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Am~bassy LA PAZ DATE<October 18, 1967 

sueJECY • Of fi c i al Confirmation of D~th of Che Guevara 

r . 1 
;;;;,.~~4,-1 8EGI!f UNCLASSIFIED: On Oct.obel' 16, 1967, tl\e Hi(h CoCIIland of 

the lldli1'ian Armed Forces release<! t he foUowiJ>g eo-=i.que, 
together with tht'ee aanexee, on the death of Che Guevarao 
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"1• In accordance with i nformat ion provided ~or national and 
international opinion, based on doauaente released by the 
Mi.litary lli!lh Co.,.&nd on October 9 and subs equently, eon<>ern-
iog the eombat that took place at La Higuera between unite of 
the A=ed Porees and t he red group coOIDtanded by !:rnesto "Che" 
Guevara~ as a result ot which he, a.oog others, ~ost hie life, 
the following is established: 

a) Erneato Guevar a f ell into the hands of our troops 
gravel y wounded a nd in full use of his. menta l faculties, After 
the combat ended, he was t ransferred to t he town of ~ Hisuera, 
more or- les.s at 8 p.m., on Su.nday, October 8 , where he died as 
a result of hie wounds. His body was transfer~ed to the ci~y 
ot Vallegrande at 4 p,m, on Monday, Ootober 9 , in a helieop~er 
of the Bolivian Air Force, 

. . -~ 
b ) Two medical doe~ors, Dr, Moieee Abraham llap~ista and 

Dr. J ose Maria .Ca~o, dir ector and i ntern ~espeetively of the 
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Annex l (Death C~rtifLcate) 
Anne~ 2 (Autopsy Report) 
Annex 3 (Argentine Police Report) 
Coa.unique of Argentine Eabasay 
Spanieh texts of above (cli ppings) 
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Kn;ghto of Malta hoepi~l, ~ortifie<l the death (Annex No . l) a nd 
recorded t he autopsy ordered by the military authorities of 
Valle~ande (Annex Ho, 2) . 

e) With regard to tho identiUcaHon of the d<>eeased and t h<o 
authentication of thG diary that belonged to him, the ¢0Vernment 
requested the cooperation of Argeotine technical or~nizations, 
which se"t three e.xperta, one handll2'iting specialist and two 
fingerprint speo.ial.ist&, who v&ritied the identity of" th& remai.ns 
and certified that the handwri ting of the eaapaign diar y, oaptur ed 
b~ our troop&, ooincides with t hat of ! rnesto Guev,ra (Annex No. 
3). 

d) The campaign diary &nd the book of" doctrine {;!,ibro de 
sonce~uaeiones) are documents that contain an aecount of activi ­
ties, from the date of M.• e n,.ry (into the guerri lla area) until 
October 7, aJld (ju.sti fy) the judpents that this chief of subvel""' 
s.ion, th.e member a of the :uerril.la bandoO, &nd tbe peopl.e, both in 
tl\is eountry and abroad, ...,... eol.laborated >lith th...,., deserved. 
As a eonsequence 1 the y are documents exclusively for the uae of 
the military. 

2.. ay this means 'the Military High Co.mm~nd considers 
all iutor.ation relating to the death ot Che Guevara. 
October 16, 1967," END UNCLASSIFIED. 

c:ompl.ete 
1..• Paz, 

B£GIX CLASSIFIED, Commen£ : The reports provide fUrther do ounen­
tary proof' that tbe guerri1 la chief'tai.n, who was report.edl.7 
t atal.ly injured i n battle against the Bol.ivian Armed Forces oo 
October 8, was indeed Braesto Che Guevara. ~h& docu.ents do lit tle 1 
ho~ever, to reao1ve public s peculation on the t iming aDd Manner 
nf doath, It will be widely noted that neither tha death C61'ti­
ficate nor tbe autopsy report stat e a timo of death (tho examining 
pl\ysioi.U>& ...... said to have told journalists that a .. evara died 
a few hours befo~e their examination late in the af ternoon ot 
Oetober 9), Moreove~, the eommunique also leaves unsaid t~e ti~e 
o f death, indicating a iaply t hat it occurred sometime between 
8 p .m. Oetober 8, aJ>d the t~ansfer of the body to Vall.~grae~de at 
4 p.a. the fol.lowing afterooon. This would appear to be an 
attempt to brid~ the difference between a se~iee of earlier diver" 
gent stetements f~om Armod Forces soureea, ran;tog from ae sertiQna 
th&t he died d uring or shortly after battl e to thoae aucc••ting 
he survi ved at l east twenty-four hou~&. So•o~ar~y reports las" 
veek alao indieated that Guevara w&a·eaptured wi~h minor inj uries 
while lat er statements, including th• attached autopey repor~ 
affirm that h"!O 01uffered ,.ultiple and "o~ioua bullet ""unds; · -· 
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W& doubt that tho communique will aat isfaotorily answer thes4 
q~estions and are in¢~ined to agree with the comment by P~4senoia 
columnist fQliticyt that these die~repancies, oow that the ideDtity 
or the boay is geoerally accepted, are •goiAg to be the new tooua 
of pol~ios i n the coming days, especially abroa d, " &ND CLASSI­
FI&D. 

HQID£RSOII 

: 



: . --:--· · ·:·-~--------M.-.-6-.-ii-@-. _-3-.~~~-:-::·:·~ i i:~·i"i :; ~:: ~ 1> 
... . !'~1 .... . .. , ........ ·- . . • .,. .... ~ ' "\ 
• .. , • , . • Pg, l of llnclosure t<> 

l'NCLASS IF:tED LA PAZ A-US 

Aooex »o. l - Ptath Certificate • • 
The d<>ath eerM.fi<:at <> a.ign<Od Oct\,ber 10, l967 , by Dr a, Moisea 
ABRAHAM Baptis ta and Jos e MARTilUlZ Cuo, Hospi to.l ~l\ts of 
Mal.t a, Vall.ecrande, llotivia, indf.c ates that on October 9 at 
S:30 p ,,.,, theM arr:f.ved l>OA an iodividuo.l wno >Oilitary &llthol'i­
ties aa id vas Ernesto GUEVARA Lyncll, apl'r oxiloat<>ly 40 )1$al's of 
a~;:•, the oause o f de ath being mu,ltiple bullet wounds in the 
thorax and extremities, Preserv~tive was applied to the body. 

· A.nne:x No. 2 - A~topsy ».epol"t 

'l'he autopsy report aiped October 10, l.96? by Drs. ABilAIIAM 
Baptista an~ ~TrNEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized 
as tha~ o f Ernesto Gueva~a was 40 yeare of age, whi te ~ace~ 
appt'<>ld.IOat&l.y 1,73 meters in heigjlt, bro"" curl.y hair, heavy 
curly beard and mustache, heavy eyebro~, aeraight noae, thin 
lip&, mob.th open, t eeth .in good order with nicotine stains, 
lower left pre~olar floatiag, light blue eyea, recular phya.ique , 
ecar along almost Whole lett sLde of bao~. A ceneral examination 
showed the following wounds: 

1; Bullet wound in lett cl.av ioul ar region egreasi 11g through 
shoulder bl.ade, 

1. &ul.let wound in rilbt cl.avicular region fracturins aa•e, 
without ogress , 

3. Bullet wound iD right side , without ecr....,. 

·4, r..-o bullet --wounds :l.n l•tt side, with egress tbrol.lgjl becl<, 

5. Bullet wound in left pectoral between 9th and l.Otb l'iba, 
wit h ecr04a on lett ei"-" · 

6. Bullet ·wound :!:n :lower third pal't of right thigh , 

7, Bl.lllet woUJ:Id .in lower third part -of left thi£)1 in ISet OJ\ • 
. 

8, Bullet wouad in lower riaht foreara with fracoured ulva, 

The thorax oavity When opened ahovad that the first ~und lightly 
injur..d the apex of tbe lett lung. 

. . 
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The second injured the eub-olavjo veesel, t he bullet l o dging 
i tself i n the second vertebr a. 

The thi~d t~ansversed the right luog l odging i~aelf in the 9th· · 
rib, 

The l&ft lung "'u &li&'lt.ly damaged by bullet no, 4. 

Woun4 no . S t ran&versed the lef t l UDg i n a t &ngential tra joctory . 

Thorax c aviti e&1 especially the right, p~eeented abundant blood 
co ll.eot io D. 

The opened abdome~ showed no ~raumati~ lesion~ onl.y e xpaasion 
due to gases and c~tr~c liquid, 

The caus e o f death wee the thorax "WOunds and oone equent h emorrhaa ... 
i o,: . 

Annex No, 3 - brgentine Poliee Repo~t 

On Saturday, Oc tober 14,· 1967, three offici als of ·the Argent ine 
Pode~al Polic e (Investi gations), one a handwrttin~ expe~t and 
the other t wo finge~print exper ta, at t he ~equos~ o£ the Bol ivi an 
Gov.,.....&nt , visited Bolivian mi litary headqua~er& :l.n La Pa z to 
c ollabor ate in a matter of identificati oR, ~hey were shown a 
metal cot~.taine~ i n which were t wo amputat.ed h and.a in a 1 i ctu.id. 
eolution~ apparenely fo~a1dehydo . 

The fingerpri nt exPerts tried tho •Juan Vucot ich ' system U$ed in 
Argenti.na ot • akil\g papi.ll a r y slcetcbes o f the f ingers , ln>t t he 
liquid c aused th~ fingerti.ps to wrinkle maki ng traeing impos sible • 

. They then p~oceeded to t ake fingo~~int impressions on polyethel eDe 
ano~ts end ~n &oa e c ases on pi e ce s o f latex, these t o b~ aent to 
the Ident.iUoation DepartJoent ot the Ar genti ne Police tor tuN;her 
e.xuinat ion. 

Tho experts then compared t ho fi~print& with the c opy o f the 
p~ints made f rom Guevar a's A~gentine identity r ooord No , 3. 524,272, 
eatablish~g beyond doubt t hat ix>th pr i nte w~ f rom th& s am" 
per s on . Also ehe¢ked were printe takon f~oa Guevara at Valle~ande 
on Oe~ober 9 , with tho s ame result • 

. 
?he handwriting export then examined t wo not ebooks in good condi­
t i on. The t i tle p age ot ono read •1967" and its reverse •c arl 

• 
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Kli.ppel. - ltaiaer~rasea 75 - Pranlc.t~ a .M• and •llarat~Uung 
Sa~er & Schoaid-.r- Ne~lbreum A.N. • !hie book shows hand­
,...iting beginning UDder the date of J...,. • ..,. 1, 1967 and eontin- · 
uini until October 1, 1967 , Considering the period of the 
Wl'iti»c, the .,.iting iteel.f, a.o4 the ""~llJ'Aturea, • the exp~rt 
decided they were auitabl~ fo~ fo~l extrinsic and intrinsic 
compa~isona in the handwritinc ideutification aystea, ~e 
expert alao examined atatiatically the handwriting char acter­
i&tica of the notebook enscribed "l!lba 66509° e<>r>taining 44 
pages of handwriting, There was 11ui'ticient regularity of 
eharacteristi~.~~-~~~~~ that tbey were the same as those 
t"eJ>0'0-.1 inr"f:T"ti18bt'it'9'"t'gl:ord, Copies of the aater!.al wil.l 
be forwarded to ~he Argentino Police for tur~her atody, 

Signed by tatebon Bel%bauaer Ollli J11an Carle>s Delgado, 

BJ:Lclosure No. 4 

C9MMUnXOU& OF ~Re ARgENTINE EHBAEST AT LA PAZ 

The teohnleal cQmmieaion detailed by the Ar~entine Govern­
•ent at the· re<!uest of the Bolivia.n Gover!Uilent to prove the 
identity ot thto remain• of Erne.llto Guevara has proceeded to make 
a compari100n of the items that were pro'fided by the ColllDancl<>r in 
Chief of th~ Armed Forcea with those that were in the haade of 
Argentiu" police authorities. Froa tbo fiJ>CerpriDt and haod­
vritioc skill practiced by the teehnieiana , in aceorclance with 
eeienUfie procedures oiJJ'&'ently in uae, it deveJ.ops tllat the 
items compared correspond in an irrefutable·manner to Srneato 
Guevara, tboreby a~iec with the report iaiOUed by the Bol.1Tian 
authori. t-68 , 

La Paz, October 16, 1967 , 
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