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8L 2 BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: On October 16, 1967, the High Coamand of
b 2 | & the Bolivian Armed Forces roleased the following communique,
53' / o together with three annaxes, on the death of Che Guevara:
.._.._E_.._L M. In accordance with informetion provided for national and
iDEE - international opinion, based on documents released by the
Military High Command on October § and subsequently, congern-
: ing the combat that took place &t La Higuera bBetwesn nnite of
' the Aymed Forces and the red group commanded by Ernesto "Che!
' Guevara, as & result of whieh he, among others, lost his life,
the following is established:

a) Ernesto Guevara fell into the hands ¢f our troops
gravely wounded and in full uee of hisz mental faculties, After
tha combat ended, he was transferred to the town of La Higners,

! more or less at E p.=. on Sunday, October B, where he died as
a result of his wounds. His body was transferred to the city

: e2 of Vallegrande at 4 g‘m; on Monday, ﬂutnbmr 9, in & helicopter

LR of the Bolivian Air Force. 4

i "- b) Two medicel doctors, Dr, Molsmes Abrahem Bnpt.:l.sta and

51 i Dy, Joss Maria Cazo, director and intern respectively of the
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Enclngﬁ }
1. Annax 1 {Desath Certificate)
2, Annex 2 {AutopeEy Report)
3. Annsx 3 Argqntine Police Report)
L g; Communique of Argentine Exbassy
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Knights of Malta hospital, Geptified the death (Annex No. 1) and
recordad the autopsy ordered by the military authorities of
Vellegrande (Aonnex Ko, 2},

c)] With regard to the identification of the deceased and the
suthentication of the diary that belonged to him, the governnent
requested the cooperation of Argentine technical organizations,
which sent thoree experts, onée handwriting specialist and two
fingerprint specialists, who wveprified the Ldentity of the remains
and certified that the handwriting of the campeign diary, captured
bg our troops, ooincides with that of Erneste Guevara (Annex No,

3 4

d) The algn diary and the book of doctrine (libro de
conceptuaciones) are documents that contain an account of activi-
ties, from the date of hie entry (into the guerrilla area) untdl
ODetober 7, and (Justify) the judpments that this chief of subvers
sion, the members of the pguerrilla bands, and the people, both in
this country and abroad, who collaborasted with them, deserved.

As a consequence, they are documents exclusively for the use of
the military.

2. By this means the Military High Command considers complete
all informaticn relating to the death of Che Guevara. Lla Paz,
October 16, 1667." END UNCLASSIFIED.

BEGIR CLASSIFIED. ~Comment: The peporis provide further documen-
tary proof that the goerrilla chieftain, who was reportedly
fatally injured in battle againset the Bolivian Armed Forces on
Ootober B, was indeed Ermesto Che Goevara, The documents do little,
however, to resolve publie speculaticn on the timing and manner

of death, It will be widely noted thati neither the death certi-
ficate nor the autopsy report state a time of death {(the examining
physiclans are said To have told journalists that Guevara died

& few hours before their exsmination late in the alterncon of
Detober 9}, Moreover, the comounique also leaves ungaid the time
of death, indicating sinply that it occurred sometime between

8 p.m. Ootober 8, and the transfer of the body to Vallegrande at

4 p.a. the follewinz afteroocn. This would sppear to be an

attempt to bridge the difference betwesn a series of earlier diverw
gent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from pssertions
that he died during or shortly after battle to thope suggesting

bhe survived &t least twenty-four hours. Some early reports last
weak alse indicated that Guevara was captured with mincr injuries
while later statements, inclading the attached autepay report,
affirm that he suffered maltiple and saricus bullet wounds. =
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We doubt that the communique will satisfactorily answer thess
questions and are inclined to agree with the comment by FPresencia
columnist Politicus that these discrepancies, now that the identity

of the body is generally accepted, are "going to be tha new focus

of polemics in the coming dawys, especially abroad," ENRD CLASSI-
FIED.
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Annex No. 1 ; bDeath Certificate

The desth certificate signed Octhber 10, 1967, by Drs. Moises
ABRAHAM Eaptista and Jose MARTTNEZ Cago, Hospital Enights of
Malta, Vallegrande, Bolivia, indicates thet on October 0 At

5:30 p.;m., there arrived DOA an individual who military authori-
ties soaid wae Erneste GUEVARA Lynch, approximately 40 yeare of
age, the caumsé of death belng multipgle bullet wounds in the
thorax and extresities., Preservative wag applied to the body.

"Anmex NHo, 2 = Auto ot

The autopsy report signed Oetober 10, 1967 by Drs. ABRAHAM

Baptlstas and MARTINEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized

a5 that of Ernesto Cuavara was 40 years of age, white race,
ximately 1,73 meters in height, brown ¢urly hair, heavy

curly beard and musteche, heavy eyebrows, stralght nose, thin

lipe, mouth open, teeth in good order with nicotine stains,

lower left pre-molar floatiog, light biue eyes, regelar physigque,

acar along almost whole left side of back. A geoeral expmination

showed the following wounds:

1. Bullet wound in left elavicular region egressing through
shoulder blade.

2. Bullet wound in right claviculer region fracturing same,
without agress,

3. PBullet wound in right side, without egress,.
4, . Iwo bullet wounds in left smide, with agress through back,

5. EBullet wound in laft pectoral betw=en oth and 10th ribs,
with egre5s on lafi side. :

8, Bullet wound in lower third part of right thigh.
7+ Bullet wound im lower third part of left thigh in seton.
8. Bullet wound in lower right forearm with fractured ulva,

=

=

The thorax cavitiy when opened ahowed that the first wound 1lightly
injured the apex of the left lung,
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The second injured the sub-clavic vessel, the bullet lodging
iteelf in the sacond vertebria.

The third trancversed the right lung lodging itself in the 9th -
" pib,

The left Iung was slightly damaged by bullet no, 4.
Wound ne. 5 transversed the left lung in a tangentizl trajectery.

Thorax cavities, iapeéially the right, presented sbundant blood
collection,

The npunéd abdomen ghowed no traungtic léegion, only expansion
due to gases and citric liguid.

The cause of death was the thorax wounds and consegquent hemorrhag-
ing.

Annex Ne, J - Argentine Polies Repart

On Sevurday, October 14, 1967, three officiale of the Argentine
Faderal Police (Investigations), one a handwriting expert and
the other two fingerprint experts, at the request of the Bolivian
Governmént, visited Bolivian military headquarters in La Paz to
collaborate in a matter of ddaptificatioen., They weéere shown a
metal contaioer in which were two amputated hands in & liquid
golution, apparsntly formaldehvda.

The fingerprint experts tried tha "Juan Vuacetich® system used in
Argentina of making papillary sketches of the fingers, but the
liquid cansed the Tingertips to wrinkle malking tracing impossible.
. They then proeceeded to take fingerprint impressions on pelyethelene
shests and in some cases on pleces of latex;, thesa {o be sent to
the Identification Depariment of the Argﬂntine Police for further
examination. -

The experts then compared the £i prints with the copy of the
prints made from Guevara's Argentine ddentity record Ne. 3.524.271,
eatablishing beyond doubt that both prints wers from the same
person, Also checked were printa taken from Guevara at Vellegrande
on October §, with the same resulk,

The handwriting expert then examined two notebookes in good condie-
tipn. The title page of one read "1967% and its reverse "Carl

UNCIASSTEIED
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Klippel - Kaimerstrasca 75 - Frankfurt aM* and "Herstellung
Bajer & Schosider < Nellbreum A.N.¥ Thie book shows hand-
writing beginning undet the date of Jamuary 1, 1967 and cantin--
uing until Octeber 7, 1967, Con=lderinzs the period of the
wiiting, the writing itael?, and the "sigoateres,” the expert
decided they were suitable for formal extrinsic and intrinmsic
comparisons in the handwriting identification system, The
axpert also examined statistically the handwriting character-
istics of the notebook enscribed "Elba 66500 containing 44
papges OF ?n:gwriting. There wag auifiaient regularity of
characteris t i at thev were the same as those
raproduced 1nﬁgﬁﬂgiﬁﬁﬁéfﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂigrﬁ. Copiea of the material will
he forwarded to the Argentine Folice for further study,

Signed by Esteban Belzhauser and Juan Carlos Delgado,

Eaclosurs No., 4

c £ OF TH INE EMBASSY AT AZ

: The taghnical eommimgion datailed by the Argentine Govern-
ment at the request of the Bolivian Government to prove tha
identity of the remaine of Erneslic Buevara has proceaded to make
a compariason of the items that were provided by the Commander in
Chiaf of the Armed Forces with those that were in the hands of
Argentine police sutherities. From the fingerprint and hand-
writiog skill practiced by the technicianas, in accordance with
seientific procedures ocurrently in uee, it develops that the
itens compared correspond in an irrefutable msanner to Erneste
Gu:;ar;; thareby agreeing with the report issued by the Balivien
avthorites,

La Paz, Octeber 16, 1967.
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